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Steward What You Love
Over 75% of the land Southwest Michigan Land
Conservancy (SWMLC) has protected is held in
private ownership. This land consists of some of the
most beautiful and diverse properties in southwest
Michigan and deserves the best care possible. With
robust stewardship resources on staff, we want to be
sure we provide as much support as possible to our
easement holders. Though we typically cannot
provide on-the-ground management work for private
landowners, our staff is here to help if you ever have
questions regarding caring for your land, managing
invasive species, or other stewardship-related
concerns.
We recently updated our website to provide more
information on land management, including
techniques for managing invasive species and plant
identification. Many factors affect what types of
plants may grow on your property — hydrology, soil
structure, and sunlight availability all play a part.
However, when it comes to invasive species, most
know no boundaries and are able to colonize almost
any habitat type. Invasive species degrade habitats by
out-competing native plants, displacing not only the
native plants, but often many of the insects and other
wildlife which rely on those plants for food and
shelter. In many cases, invasive species, most
commonly shrubs such as autumn olive or
honeysuckle, will colonize an area and shade-out all
understory species resulting in bare soil and erosion.

Battling invasive plants can be a daunting task, as
they are often so ubiquitous it hardly seems worth the
time and energy. However, knowing your land is the
best preventive measure in keeping it healthy. If you
can learn to recognize changes in your landscape and
notice these plants before they colonize an area, the
fight is one you can win. Invasive plants often show
up in disturbed areas, so any time you alter your
landscape, be sure to monitor those areas.
(Continued on page 3)

Landowner Photo Contest
Send Us Your Favorite
Photo of Your Property!
Unfortunately, due to a failed hard drive, we lost
many of our conservation easements photos. We are
asking that landowners submit their favorite photos of
their property to the Southwest Michigan Land
Conservancy to help us rebuild our photo database.
The top three photographers will receive an SWMLC
hat, and the first place photo will be featured on our
website, along with a short story about the property.
Please submit photos to kschinske@swmlc.org by
May 31. Submit as many photos as you like!

REMINDER — Please remember to contact the SWMLC office prior to exercising your reserved rights or transferring the
property. Any contractor/lessor/renter, etc., should be informed of the restrictions in your easement; the responsibility lies
with the landowner. If you would like us to send you additional copies of your easement or if you have questions about the
restrictions, call or email Geoff (gcripe@swmlc.org) or Emily (ewilke@swmlc.org) at the SWMLC office (269) 324-1600.

2013 Conservation Easements – Year in Review
It’s been another productive year with 801 acres protected in 4 counties (Van Buren, Barry, Calhoun,
Kalamazoo) between 5 conservation easements and one new preserve. This brings our total acreage conserved (including transfers and assists) to 12,614 acres.

A warm welcome to our new conservation easement landowners!
Bonamego Woods and Farms CE, Van Buren County — You may
have seen Louis Bonamego and his team at regional farmer’s
markets, as they are frequent and popular vendors with an assortment
of produce, including some unique wild-foraged delights such as
ground cherries. Louis protected 170 acres (split between two
easements) in Van Buren County and hopes to eventually protect all
350 acres he owns. The property is a scenic patchwork of orchard,
vineyard, forest, and wetlands, and the emergent/scrub wetland ranks
among the top 5% of wetland areas in the Paw Paw River Watershed.

Werner CE, Barry County — Dr. Earl Werner is a retired University
of Michigan ecology professor and has always been passionate about
the natural world. When our land protection staff approached him
about conserving his property, Earl was immediately interested. The
77-acre property contains priority water resources within the Glass
Creek Watershed, including Werner Lake, and a diverse mix of wetland
habitat, most notably, the globally unique prairie fen. This property is
also located along the southern edge of the Barry State Game Area.

Raymond F. Holden CE, Calhoun County — Phil Holden never
wanted to see his family’s land developed, and it is obvious why.
With 396 acres of natural beauty and solitude outside the back door,
one really gets to experience nature in its true form. This property,
which has been in the family for over 100 years, boasts a 124-acre
lake and over 200 acres of wetland and forest, including a unique
archipelago of oak and pine dominated islands. Linda Holden
donated this conservation easement in honor of her late husband Phil
and his father and grandfather, both named Raymond Francis Holden.

Blue Ridge II CE, Barry County — Larry and Noel Hayward
continue to protect more land in Barry County. This nature-loving
couple donated their first conservation easement to SWMLC in
1997, protecting 232 acres. In 2002, they protected another 33
acres adjacent to their first easement, and this year they donated
their third conservation easement, a 65-acre property which
protects 40 acres of high-quality oak-hickory forest and over 20
acres of wetlands, including 3,000 feet of frontage on Blue Lake.
To date, they have conserved 330 acres with SWMLC.
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Perspective from a Landowner
Battling Garlic Mustard at Brewster Lake CE
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute (PCCI) consists of 661 ecologically diverse acres located in Barry County — 555 are
protected by SWMLC with a conservation easement. The Institute serves the local community as an environmental
education center and biological field station. Since 2003 (the hiring of the Institute’s first Stewardship Manager) the
property has been actively managed using a variety of stewardship practices. Some of these practices include:
prescribed fire of prairie and wetland habitat; manual, chemical, and biological control of invasive plants such as
spotted knapweed, autumn olive, and purple loosestrife; the construction of over 70 acres of tallgrass prairie habitat;
and the creation of a native ash tree preservation project and a quality deer management program. This time of year,
the Institute’s Stewardship Department devotes significant time and energy actively controlling garlic mustard.
Garlic mustard (pictured at right) is an invasive biennial originating from
Europe. This weed most often invades forest understories to the point of
excluding native plants such as trillium, spring beauties, and trout lilies.
Garlic mustard has become a problem in North America because it is highly
prolific (a single square foot of dense garlic mustard growth can have an
output of about 20,000 seeds), it uses allelopathy (chemical warfare) to harm
adjacent vegetation, and it has no significant natural enemies on this continent
to keep its populations under control. Many land managers consider this weed
to be one of the most harmful and difficult to control invasive plants in the
region.
PCCI has been committed to manually removing garlic mustard since it was
first detected on the Institute’s property 11 years ago. With the help of dedicated volunteers, the Institute has been
able to remove over a ton of garlic mustard from our natural areas each of the past few years. While this is an
impressive accomplishment, it also indicates an imposing problem! The best way landowners can avoid having to
perform a lot of manual labor to remove garlic mustard on their properties is to diligently monitor and prevent the
weed from establishing in the first place.
PCCI, located in Hastings, offers a variety of educational workshops and events. They typically offer a land
management workshop in the spring, and workshops on invasive species management and identification throughout
the year. On Sunday, May 11, PCCI is offering a Mother’s Day Brunch with a free program titled “Native
Alternatives to Invasive Plants.” A native plant sale will take place from 11am to 2pm. To register for the Mother’s
Day Brunch or learn about other events, visit: www.cedarcreekinstitute.org/calendar.html.
— Jen Howell, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute Stewardship Manager

Steward What You Love
(continued from front page)

The enclosed
refrigerator magnet is a
helpful reminder of
where you can find
information on land
management,
workshops and more!

When it comes to targeting invasive plants, a multifaceted management
approach and persistence is key. When eradication is out of the question,
reducing density and overall abundance to a level that no longer threatens
the integrity of the ecosystem is the most realistic goal. And most
importantly, always be sure to properly dispose of invasive plant material.
Many invasives have the ability to re-sprout from plant fragments or
continue to produce seeds after they’ve been removed from the ground.
Do not compost invasive plant waste — burn it, or bag it up and send it to
the landfill.
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Perspective from the Field
Invasive Species Getting You Down?
Don’t Give In, Fight Back
Woody? Herbaceous? Mechanical? Chemical? When it comes to managing invasive plants, the options can be
overwhelming. Don’t worry, our stewardship staff has put together this guide to help!
Plan of Attack
Mechanical Control: Hand pulling, digging, mowing, mulching, flooding, burning.
These techniques usually work best on small populations. In most cases, multiple
treatments are needed. When this approach becomes too labor intensive, other
strategies should be considered. (Common plants for this technique: garlic
mustard, small populations of European privet, and bush honeysuckle.)
Chemical Control (Herbicide): Cut stump, basal bark, foliar spray.
Invasive Japanese honeysuckle vine
In some cases, herbicide is necessary to effectively manage invasive
plants. Many woody vines, shrubs, and trees have the ability to re-sprout if cut and left untreated. Large areas of
herbaceous plants may require a foliar spray application using a pump or backpack sprayer. (Common plants for this
technique: woody shrubs such as autumn olive or buckthorn or large populations of garlic mustard or spotted
knapweed.)
Biological Control: Animals, fungi, diseases.
These agents are used to decrease the invasive plants’ competitive advantage by increasing leaf mortality, decreasing
plant size, and reducing flower and seed production. While biological controls are currently limited in our area, the
Galerucella beetle has been successfully used to control European purple loosestrife.

For more information on managing invasive plants, please visit:
www.swmlc.org/content/resources-ce-landowners
This publication is sent to all conservation easement landowners annually to share information. It is created by the
SWMLC Land Protection Department. For more information on featured content or ideas for future content, please
contact Geoffrey Cripe at the SWMLC office (269) 324-1600 or visit us at www.swmlc.org.

