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Landscapes

The wetlands and uplands of Corey Lake – North Bay Preserve, at the north end of Corey Lake, are now protected forever thanks to Charlotte 
Mittler.  For a preserve this size, the diversity of habitats — from marl flats to oak woodland — is surprising.  Photo by Peter D. Ter Louw.  
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Thinking Like a Watershed to Protect Corey Lake

“To save the blue, we must protect the green.”  
SWMLC often uses that mantra to explain why 
it’s crucial to preserve the wild lands along rivers, 

which purify the waters that flow into Lake Michigan. 
	 Yet one could also add the browns of willows, the greys of 
swamp dogwood, or the reds of elderberry.  They comprise the 
wetland kaleidoscope that safeguards not just the Big Lake, but 
dozens of inland lakes across SWMLC’s nine-county service 
area.  Increasingly, this landscape-level thinking has colored 

SWMLC’s thinking about how to preserve some of Michigan’s 
most valuable natural real estate.
	 A case in point would be SWMLC’s strategy to help 
protect Corey Lake in St. Joseph County.  At 630 acres, Corey 
Lake is one of the 10 largest lakes in southwestern Michigan.  
It’s a deep, spring-fed body of water, ringed by elegant homes 
and summer retreats.  Two camps — Eberhart and Wakeshma 
— protect nearly two miles of undeveloped lake frontage.

(continued on next page)
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	 Corey Lake’s outflow feeds into adjacent Kaiser Lake.  
From there, it drains south into the headwaters of Curtis 
Creek, a high-quality trout stream that runs through the 
Jones State Game Area (SGA).  The wild and wooded 50,000-
acre area that comprises the Jones SGA and its environs is 
itself part of a regional SWMLC conservation effort.  (See 
the Winter 2014-2015 issue of Landscapes.) 
	 Given its location, SWMLC sees Corey Lake as a prime 
candidate for watershed protection at the ecosystem level.
	 “To protect Corey Lake, we have to look at the uplands 
and the 4,000 acres of wetlands that drain into it,” said 
Geoffrey Cripe, SWMLC’s director of land protection.  “This 
includes the important wetland complex on the North Bay 
between Camp Wakeshma Road and West Clear Lake Road.
	 “SWMLC also wants to be a convener. We hope this will 
begin a discussion between the lake association, the camps, 
and local residents about how we can protect the lake through 
conservation.  One idea is to showcase some ‘lake scaping’ 
examples of how native plantings can beautify and protect the 
water front.” 
	 The protection has already begun.  In December, 
Charlotte Mittler donated a new SWMLC preserve along 
the northeast edge of Corey Lake.  (The late Tom Mittler 
and his wife Charlotte Mittler have been long-time Corey 
Lake residents.)  The preserve, a 17-acre parcel of oak-hickory 
forest, sits astride a ridge that overlooks the North Bay 
wetlands and contains 1,500 feet of frontage on the lake.  
	 “We chose to conserve this property with SWMLC 
because there are very few wetlands remaining on Corey Lake, 
and protecting what remains is important,” said Charlotte 
Mittler.  “We wanted to ensure that there was always a place 
for frogs, turtles, and fish to grow and populate this lake that 
is so critical to our family.”
	 Added Cripe, “We’re planning a celebratory event for 
this summer to thank the Mittlers for their gift and share our 
work and purpose with the broader community on Corey 
Lake.”
	 Another prominent voice for conservation around 
Corey Lake has been Vic Eichler of Three Rivers.  Eichler, a 
retired biologist who specialized in amphibians, is a longtime 
SWMLC member.  He and his wife, Ruth, live next to Spirit 
Springs Sanctuary, an SWMLC preserve on the border of 
Cass and St. Joseph counties.  
	 Locally, he devotes much of his time to the Fabius 
Township Wetlands Advisory Committee.  The committee 
monitors the township’s wetlands protection ordinance.  
When enacted in 1999, it was the first of its kind in the state.
	 “We’re the eyes and ears for the township,” Eichler said.  
“Wetlands are regulated, so we get a lot of calls about erosion 
control or building sites.”

Mission Statement

SWMLC conserves ecologically important and scenic 
landscapes that give our region its natural character — 

now and for generations to come.

SWMLC seeks to:
	 •  Safeguard natural areas, open spaces, and waterways 
through gifts and purchases of land and conservation 
easements;
	 •  Strategically identify ecologically important areas to 
protect and steward through conservation planning;
	 •  Encourage broad, public participation in conservation 
through a nonpartisan, nonadversarial approach;
	 •  Provide places where people can recreate, reflect, and 
grow in their knowledge and love of the natural world; and
	 •  Preserve and restore natural areas so they can sustain 
ecological diversity and function.

Vision

SWMLC envisions a southwest Michigan that is 
environmentally healthy, economically vibrant, and 

naturally beautiful.

SWMLC received the National Land Trust Excellence 
Award in 2010 for its pioneering work in conservation.

www.SWMLC.org

(continued from front page)
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	 To issue citations, the committee can call 
in a Department of Environmental Quality 
agent.  Yet they prefer the carrot of voluntary 
compliance to the stick of governmental 
enforcement.
	 “People sometimes come here with 
urban ideas of what a lake should be,” Eichler 
said.  “They don’t realize that it’s more than a 
place to park your boat.”
	 Given the range of infractions, 
there’s plenty of teachable moments for 
environmental education.  Some property 
owners see wetland plants as “weeds,” which 
they eradicate and replace with turf grass.  
Other owners dump yards of sand to fill in 
wetlands and create swimming areas.  Then 
there’s the eco-hazards of concrete sea walls 
— a study of physics unto themselves. 
	 On a natural lake, waves dissipate force 
as they lap against shoreline vegetation and 
wash up the gentle incline of a beach.  When 
waves strike a sea wall or heavy rock riprap, 
they bounce off with a rolling action that 
stirs up the bottom.  This muddies the water 
and forces a scouring current to flow down 
the lakeshore.  There, it can erode the beach 
of a neighbor who doesn’t have a seawall.
	 To protect the blue, a green-minded 
property owner may rely on a little brown.  
One solution includes the use of coir, a 
coconut fiber.  Rolls of coir (they look like 
rolled up carpet) can be implanted with 
native seeds and staked at the water’s edge.  
Gradually, the plants take hold and the coir 
fades away.  What remains is a stabilized 
border that’s amenable to wildlife and water 
conservation.
	 It’s a gentle approach, which makes lakes 
and those who care for them happy. 
	 “We just need to consider our neighbors, 
wild and human,” Eichler said.  “That’s what 
living well in society should be all about.” 

— Tom Springer

	 Tom Springer is a former SWMLC 
board member.  He is the author of  Looking 
for Hickories, a collection of essays about 
the people and wild landscapes of southwest 
Michigan.  Tom resides in Three Rivers with 
his wife and two daughters.

It’s a Whopping Big
Whooping Crane!

In mid-April, SWMLC member Rhoda Johnson was birding at Topinabee 
Lake Preserve in Berrien County and got really lucky!  She snapped photos 

of a Whooping Crane and contacted Eva Szyszkoski at the International 
Crane Foundation.  From the leg bands Rhoda photographed, Eva was able to 
find the following information and share it with Rhoda, who shared it with us:
	 “Based on the photos you took, this crane is juvenile female no. 27-14.  
She was hatched and reared by captive adult Whooping Cranes at the 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center in Maryland and transferred to and 
released at the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge in Wisconsin last 
September.  She immediately joined adult pair nos. 2-04 and 25-09 and 
migrated with them to their wintering location in Hopkins County, Kentucky.   
She returned north with them; however, the adults then kicked her off of 
their territory in preparation for breeding season and, after wandering a little 
bit around the refuge, she departed back south by the 11th of April, making 
stops in Dane County, Wisconsin, and Owen, Orange, Marion and St. Joseph 
Counties, Indiana.
	 “Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership has developed some guidelines 
regarding observing and reporting cranes that we ask people to follow in 
order to prevent unnecessary disturbance to the birds.  You can find that 
information at the following link:  http://www.bringbackthecranes.org/
what2do.html.  This page also has a link to a reporting website.  Please let us 

know if you continue to 
see her!”
      Based on satellite 
readings from this 
crane’s remote 
transmitter, she has 
since moved on to a new 
location. Rhoda was in 
the right place at the 
right time!
       The Whooping 
Crane population 
plummeted to 21 birds 
in the 1940s.  Because of 
successful conservation 
efforts, they now 
number around 599 and 
are listed as endangered. 
       To learn more 
about Whooping 
Cranes, visit https://
www.savingcranes.org/
whooping-crane.html

— Pamela W. LarsonCelebrity sighting:  a female whooping crane at 
Topinabee Lake Preserve, not far from Corey Lake 
Preserve.  Photo by Rhoda Johnson.
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Groos Family Donates Critical
Conservation Link

A critical property connecting the   
Barry State Game Area (BSGA) 
to 200 acres of previously 

conserved land has now been protected 
forever through the generosity of the 
Groos family.
	 This property is the missing piece 
of a puzzle that now links the BSGA 
with the 160-acre U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s (USF&WS) Edger Waterfowl 
Production Area and Southwest 
Michigan Land Conservancy’s Bridleman 
Conservation Easement, creating a 
huge corridor of conserved land that is 
extremely important for wildlife habitat.
	 Heath Road Preserve, as it is 
known, is an additional 160 acres with 
a rich diversity of habitats, including 
rolling beech-maple and oak-hickory 
forests, marsh, newly-restored prairie, 
and a pine plantation.  In addition, the 
property boasts lush Southern hardwood, 

buttonbush, and yellow birch swamps, 
which are considered vulnerable in the 
state due to several factors, including 
recent and widespread declines.
	 Heath Road Preserve is the third 
parcel donated to SWMLC by the Groos 
family with the intent of preserving it in 
its natural state in perpetuity.
	 The Grooses are a local family who 
grew up in Barry County, spending their 
days exploring the forests, meadows, and 
rivers around their family home.  The 
beautiful natural landscapes that make up 
this region are very near and dear to their 
hearts, and they are doing what they can 
to ensure that these special natural places 
still remain for their community.
	 “Those of us who live in Barry 
County know how lucky we are to call 
this place home,” expressed Tom Groos. 
“These landscapes not only provided the 
magic of our youth, but they sustained us, 

our families, our neighbors, our friends. 
We are excited to be able to work with 
SWMLC to restore and protect these 
Barry County treasures, and we are 
committed to continuing restoration 
work and looking for opportunities to 
protect additional key parcels in the 
region.” 
	 The BSGA and adjacent Yankee 
Springs Recreation Area, which together 
protect over 20,000 acres, are a major 
part of what has ensured the rural 
character and quality of life in Barry 
County, providing opportunities for 
hunting, fishing, and recreation, and 
conserving high-quality wildlife habitat.
       Stated Emily Wilke, SWMLC’s 
conservation projects manager, “In 
protecting  this property, we completed 
one of the goals in the 2009 conservation 
plan that we initiated with our partners, 
the Barry Conservation District, Pierce 

A young prairie planting stands out against a backdrop of fall foliage at Heath Road Preserve.  Quadcopter photo by Nate Fuller.
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Cedar Creek Institute, Michigan Audubon Society, 
Barry County, and the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR), Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality, and Ducks Unlimited.”
	 The habitat restoration completed so far at 
Heath Road is just the first step of what is expected 
to be a long-term collaboration with the USF&WS 
and DNR. Plans are underway to continue restoring 
wetlands, removing invasive plant species, and 
planting wildlife cover where appropriate.  SWMLC 
hopes to integrate access and trails for Heath 
Road Preserve into the adjacent Edger Waterfowl 
Production Area trail system.  This is still in the 
early design phase, so public access to the preserve 
is currently limited to scheduled events that will be 
announced in the coming months.
						      — Staff
	 [Many thanks to Keto Gyekis for his beautiful 

photographs of Heath Road Preserve’s 
forested wetlands. See more of his work at 

www.kgnaturephotography.com.] 
Heath Road Preserve contains a variety of high-quality wetlands.  Pictured 
above are cinnamon fern and skunk cabbage, components of the Southern 
hardwood swamp.  The varied microtopography and hummocks provide for 
great botanical diversity.  Photo by Keto Gyekis.Below:  Map showing Heath Road Preserve as the link 

between three protected properties. Map by Nate Fuller.
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There isn’t much to debate — 
the upstream steward has a 
larger audience to potentially 

disappoint.  Just ask Arizona, Nevada, 
and California how life would be if it 
weren’t for Colorado and its myriad 
mountain springs.  Here in the “ulnar” 
side of Michigan’s wristband, we share 
responsibility with our southerly 
neighbors for the health and quality of 
the St. Joseph River, which dips down 
into Hoosier territory before emptying 
into Lake Michigan at St. Joseph/Benton 
Harbor.  Sorting out the good inputs and 
bad inputs on the landscape is the easier 
part; saving the good and repairing the 
bad usually requires money and a 
landowner conservation ethic that just 
doesn’t exist en masse.
	 One of the St. Joe’s “good” inputs 
— cleanest tributaries — is Christiana 
Creek, which flows southwesterly across 
Cass County and into “Michiana” from 
its headwaters at Wild Cat Lake.  This 
little creek is no Colorado River, not 
even remotely, but like the Nevadas 
and Arizonas of the world, its receiving 
state derives a similar substantial benefit 
without bringing much to the party.  

From the bird’s eye-view, Christiana Creek 
collects water from its 75,000-acre bi-state 
watershed, which includes 96 miles of 
waters that lazily drift into the Painter-
Juno-Christiana chain of lakes and onward 
into the industrial city of Elkhart, Indiana, 
where it plunges into the mighty St. Joe.  
	 Christiana is a favorite area stream for 
paddlers in both Michigan and Indiana 
and connects some major attractions in 
Elkhart — a couple of country clubs, a 
nature preserve, city park, and botanical 
garden — while winding its way by 
some nice residential neighborhoods in 
between.  Its cleanliness and purity is 
clearly (I beg your pun-pardon) in the best 
economic interest of the communities it 
connects, especially Elkhart.
	 So just whom do our downstream 
neighbors owe this great privilege of 
clean water?  Well, for one, they can 
thank the late Jean and Russell Ashbaugh 
and their three sons who honored their 
wish to protect their 72-acre gem of 
forested and emergent wetland habitat 
with over 1,200 linear feet along the shores 
of Christiana Lake.  They did so this past 
December in a donation to SWMLC, 
permanently safeguarding one of the most 

significant “upstream” wetlands from 
which Christiana Creek owes its purity. 
	 According to the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality’s 
Wetland Functional Assessment for the St. 
Joseph River basin, the Christiana Creek 
watershed has lost multitudes of beneficial 
fish and forest bird habitat since European 
settlement.  Beyond the impact to wildlife, 
these losses diminished the cumulative 
benefits of floodwater storage, nutrient 
transformation, and sediment retention — 
wetland functions that keep water clean.  
	 Among the 1,529 wetland areas that 
remain in the watershed, the Ashbaugh 
property wetlands ranked sixth for the fish 
habitat they provide, ninth for nutrient 
transformation,  eleventh for sediment 
retention, and thirteenth for floodwater 
storage functions.  In a nutshell, protecting 
this property protects a great deal of 
wetland functionality upon which this 
creek’s water quality and wildlife depend.
	 Our downstream neighbors can more 
generally thank southwest Michigan and 
its bevy of intact wetlands.  Cass County, 
which contains the vast majority of the 
Christiana Creek Watershed, has lost 
only 27% of its historic wetland acres 
since European settlers came to the area.  
By contrast, a startling 78% of historic 
wetland acres in Elkhart County have been 
lost.  So the creek has greater significance 
in Michiana where its residents have 
fewer unaltered resources like it.  In 
recognition of that fact, the Christiana 
Creek Coalition was formed in 2011 and 
remains active to help keep the creek clean.   
	 Like many areas in the Midwest, 
Michiana was widely cleared to take 
advantage of its fertile farmland.  Then, 
over the course of the last century, 
sprawling urbanization has replaced 
many of those farms, further silencing 
the peaceful hum of pre-settlement 
biodiversity and replacing it with the 
monotone drone of sodium lights and 
two-cycle engines.  It’s a curb-and-gutter 
mecca, and the wetlands that once treated 
regional stormwater have long been 

A Clean Favor for a Downstream Neighbor

Nodding trillium grows on our Christiana Lake Preserve.  It occurs much less 
frequently than the more familiar common trillium.  Photo by Kristin Schinske.
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replaced with drains, pipes, and tanks.  
Thankfully, Christiana Creek’s relatively 
short final stretch through Michiana hasn’t 
spoiled its quality at its outlet.  It is the 
cleanest by far of any creek in the Michiana 
region.  
	 Some may ask why should SWMLC 
be concerned with protecting land that 
has such benefit to a city outside of its 
service area?  First of all, the conservation 
values of the property speak for themselves 
— primarily, its botanically rich and 

extensive floodplain forests — and it will 
permanently benefit Michigan wildlife, the 
residents of Eagle and Christiana Lakes, 
and other visitors who will come to the 
preserve which we now call “Christiana 
Lake Preserve.”  
	 Selfishly, I grew up in the Elkhart/
Goshen area.  I once lost a golf ball and 
a shoe to the muddy banks of Christiana 
Creek (and stubbornly played out the 
remaining holes with a mud-caked swamp 
leg).  I know first-hand how ecologically 

depressed an area can become when 
wetlands are lost.  This project presented 
us with an opportunity to protect a 
resource that has a tremendous bi-state 
impact in one of the few Michiana 
watersheds with significant wetland 
habitat intact.  
	 Thanks to the Ashbaugh family for 
a generous gift that we hope will catalyze 
many other projects like it.

— Geoffrey Cripe
Map below by Geoffrey Cripe.

Why protect a wetland?
•  To proactively control invasive 
species and prevent them from 
degrading wetland quality and 
functions (invasives can even lower 
the water table and severely alter 
hydrological balance).
•  To prevent logging which can 
result in soil compaction, rutting and 
understory damage.
•  To prevent development and filling 
(still common, especially around 
recreation lakes).
•  To proactively manage habitat 
and maintain healthy ecological 
communities (over 35% of the 
nation’s rare wildlife species live in or 
are dependent upon wetlands).
•  To maintain functionality for 
groundwater recharge and filtration 
(clean drinking water) that can 
be compromised without active 
management. 
•  State and federal resources for 
enforcement are stretched.
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Van Horn’s Pine Creek Legacy

G    ary Van Horn purchased this
 beautiful, rolling 152-acre parcel 
 on the Pine Creek in 1979, 

looking for a place to build a family 
home where they could have horses.  He 
enjoys rural life, and his previous home 
site was also in Calhoun County, near 
another SWMLC conservation easement 
(CE), but wasn’t “horse-friendly.”  Gary 
characterizes the property at the time of 
purchase, as “mostly corn and pasture 
on marginal farm land with some wild 
areas mixed in.”  The southernmost fields 
had been unsuccessfully farmed for 
years before being allowed by Gary to 
repopulate naturally into open grassland.  
The woodlands, which had been heavily 
pastured, have reforested and are now a 
mixture of oak, black cherry, and other 
hardwood trees.  In addition, the tamarack 
swamp and marshes surrounding the Pine 

and Houghton creeks have returned to a 
healthy state.
	 The Pine Creek property was to 
be his daughter Tamera’s playground, 
and where she would grow up to be a 
very conservation-minded individual.  
She was formerly employed with the 
Environmental Leadership Program at the 
EPA, and now lives in Hong Kong with 
daughter Carter and husband Charles, who 
is the Director of The Nature Conservancy 
– Asia Pacific Region.  Tamera has been 
actively involved in discussions with Gary 
about conservation strategies for his land 
over the last several years.  
	 After receiving literature about 
the EPA-funded St. Joseph Wetland 
Partnership Project and our educational 
workshop at the Pine Creek Reservation 
on Earth Day 2014, Gary and Tamera 
contacted SWMLC to discuss 

conservation options. The St. Joseph River 
Watershed Wetland Functional Assessment 
ranks the property as a high priority 
for conservation protection regionally, 
placing it at the top in the Pine Creek sub-
watershed for wildlife habitat and as a top-
tier property for combined water quality 
functions.
	 Van Horn’s Pine Creek Conservation 
Easement contains both characteristic and 
uncharacteristic plant communities of 
southwest Michigan and Calhoun County.  
The dominant natural community on 
the property is wetlands, followed by a 
nearly even split of open field and upland 
forest.  Wetland habitats include expansive 
Southern wet meadows, cattail marshes, 
tamarack swamps and Southern hardwood 
swamp.  
	 And, speaking of wetlands, if you’ve 
never been creek-jumping and hummock-

Skunk cabbage decorate the winding banks of Pine Creek in early spring.  Photo by Peter D. Ter Louw.
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hopping with SWMLC director of land 
protection Geoff Cripe on a frosty day in 
December, you are missing out on some 
fun.  Did you know that when a dusting of 
snow covers the grasses bending gracefully 
over the banks of Pine Creek, one really 
can’t tell whether they are about to jump 
onto solid ground or just “bendy grass”?  
It goes something like this.  Geoff says 
“Cindy, here’s a skinny spot in the creek. 
You can make it — just jump!”  Ok, here 
goes . . . SPLAT!!  Which is why I love 
my tall muck boots.  But “going splat” is 
also one of the reasons we love the Pine 
Creek CE . . . because it has these beautiful 
wetlands which are a great example of 
nature at its finest.  
	 Wetlands reduce flooding by 
absorbing runoff from rain and melting 
snow and slowly releasing excess water into 
rivers and lakes.  A one-acre swamp when 
flooded to a depth of one foot contains 
330,000 gallons of water!  They also filter 
pollutants from surface runoff, trapping 
fertilizers, pesticides, sediments, and 
other contaminants and helping to break 
them down into less harmful substances, 
improving water clarity and quality.  
Wetlands help recharge groundwater 
supplies when connected to underground 
aquifers and, acre for acre, they produce 
more wildlife and plants than any other 
Michigan habitat type.  According to the 
MDNR, of the approximately 2,300 native 
Michigan plant species, 50% are wetland 
species and over 25% of those wetland 
species are threatened or endangered.  
More than 40% of wildlife species in 
Michigan live in or utilize wetlands, 
including mammals, birds, reptiles, and 
amphibians.
	 Along the Pine Creek wetlands, there 
is historical evidence that there were once 
extensive beds of wild river rice (Zizania 
aquatica var. aquatica) which have been 
replaced by non-native plant species.  
The Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the 
Potawatomi has been working to identify 
remaining stands of wild rice, an annual 
grass that germinates in the spring, flowers 
in August, and is harvested by canoe in 
late August into September. 

	 The protected wetlands of the Van 
Horn CE are within one of the upstream 
high-priority “beacon” areas of the study.  
The hope is to be able to reestablish the rice 
beds which have cultural significance to 
the Band, and which benefit the wetland 
environment and wildlife habitat.  
	 In addition to the rich wetlands on 
the property, upland habitat ranges from 
wet to dry mesic forests, with hummocks 
of Southern dry forest occurring along the 
edges of the tamarack swamp community.  
The upland forests include areas of high 
botanical quality, such as rich sedge-
dominated understory with trees of many 
age classes and structural diversity.  
Species include mature oak, beech, tulip, 
and big-toothed aspen.  
	 Tucked into a hillside of the forest 
is Carter’s Tree House, a terrific open air 
bi-level affair constructed by Gary, where 
his daughter and granddaughter have no 
doubt spent many quiet, thoughtful, and 
fun-filled hours.  The structure overlooks 
a lovely view of the meadows sweeping 
downhill to the wetlands. Lower, wet 
woodland areas include multi-story 
canopies of blue beech, yellow birch, 
speckled alder and tulip.  Open areas 
contain common old-field species of 
goldenrod and aster, and some densely rich 
with wildflowers such as wild bergamot, 
marsh Bellflower, and great blue lobelia. 

	 These natural communities on the 
Van Horn Pine Creek CE now provide 
a home to numerous creatures including 
deer, turkey, coyotes, song birds, sandhill 
cranes, wood ducks, pileated woodpeckers, 
box turtles, and Eastern massasauga 
rattlesnakes.
	 Gary’s favorite area on the property is 
the southwest knoll.  He feels it is “visually, 
the best area on the property.  It’s isolated, 
quiet, you can sit there and not hear any 
cars; just be surrounded by acres and acres 
of woods and wildlife.  Mother Earth 
(Gaia) has tremendous power to heal the 
scars we humans have inflicted if only given 
the chance.”  
	 SWMLC volunteers who have 
conducted site visits to the property have 
described the wooded hummocks as giving 
them “a sense of being deep in a northern 
Michigan woods” and the wetlands as 
“having a wilderness feel.”  Gary believes 
that, “if people have property similar 
to mine with resources to conserve, 
they should protect it for children and 
grandchildren.  The benefits a place like 
this provides are more valuable than 
money.” 
	 We are happy to have the opportunity 
to work with Gary to protect this property, 
and we thank him for his foresight and 
conservation ethic.

— Cindy Mills  

A nice spot in which to rest and watch the creek.  Photo by Peter D. Ter Louw.
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Upcoming Workdays
All workdays listed below occur on Saturdays, 
from 9 a.m. to Noon.  Registration is requested so 
that we have enough refreshments and tools for 
everyone.  Please email Mitch at lettow@swmlc.org 
by the Thursday before the workday to register, 
join the carpool, or to get directions.

June 13
Kesling Nature Preserve, Three Oaks
Forest Fiends
Kesling Nature Preserve, with the lively Galien 
River working its way alongside spectacular steep 
ravines and rich floodplains, has exceptionally 
high biodiversity for a preserve that size (52 
acres), including several rare species for the state. 
Understory wildflowers are a striking component of 
this biodiversity, from the sharp-lobed hepatica to 
Jacob’s ladder to prairie trillium.  However, these 
wildflowers are struggling in their attempts to 
expand from older high-quality forest to younger 
recovering forest with a wall of invasive shrubs 
blocking their path.  Come help us on the front lines of forest 
restoration, cutting back invasive shrubs to allow wildflowers 
and young trees to gain a foothold in this beautiful setting.

July 11
Pilgrim Haven Natural Area, South Haven
Make a Monarch Haven
Monarch butterfly populations have been facing some tough 
times in recent years with marked population declines across 
their range.  One of the most grueling periods of a monarch’s 
annual series of life cycles is the fall migration from their 
northern breeding grounds, following geographical features 
such as shorelines, to guide them safely to their wintering 
grounds in Mexico.  One way that we can help monarch 
butterflies through this process is to make sure they have 
plenty of floral resources at “pit stops” throughout their 
journey to allow them to refuel their energy reserves.  Join 
and help us create our shoreline Monarch Waystation at our 
Pilgrim Haven Natural Area, where we will prepare a planting 
site and plant a large area of Michigan native plants that will 
provide valuable nectar and other resources for migrating 
monarchs and local wildlife.

August 8
KL Avenue Nature Preserve, Kalamazoo
Access and Ecology
SWMLC has focused in recent years on providing public 
access to the beautiful natural areas that we all work to protect, 

maintain, and restore.  Continuing with the theme of public 
access and ecological health, we will be working on trails 
and habitat at KL Avenue Nature Preserve this year.  With 
increasing foot traffic as we provide access to more people, 
and the sandy soils of KL, we will need to carefully route and 
stabilize the preserve’s trails, while simultaneously managing 
some invasive plants.  Come help with our new trail system 
and oak savanna habitats for future visitors to enjoy! 

September 26
Sand Creek Preserve, Kalamazoo
Prairie Seed Harvest
Sand Creek is SWMLC’s oldest and most well-established 
tallgrass prairie restoration planting, and its success has served 
to inform our efforts at prairie restoration among other sites 
throughout Southwest Michigan.  Being the senior prairie 
in SWMLC’s portfolio, this productive site has become a 
valuable source for prairie seed, to help other “fledgling” 
prairies fill in with the high density of native wildflowers and 
grasses they will ultimately need to ward off invasive plants. 
Come celebrate and admire the success and beauty of Sand 
Creek Prairie in early fall, and help us hand-collect seed for 
use on other prairie plantings among SWMLC’s preserves.

— Mitch Lettow
lettow@swmlc.org

Come help us on a preserve near you!  

Stewardship volunteers spent a Saturday in April seeding the prairie at 
Chipman Preserve in Comstock Township.   Photo by Mitch Lettow.
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Remembering Kensinger Jones

SWMLC’s very first conservation 
easement was donated to us 20 
years ago, in 1995.  The donors, 

Kensinger Jones and Alice Guseman 
Jones, took a giant leap of faith 
entrusting the future of their fulfilled 
dream to a young land conservancy 
barely out of the starting gate. 
	 But Ken and Alice were risk-takers, 
and unafraid of new challenges.  Ken’s 
successful corporate career in advertising 
(remember Dinah Shore singing, “See 

the USA in your Chevrolet”?) had taken 
Ken and Alice to major cities, suburbs, 
and multiple continents and corners 
of the globe.  But the one thing they 
consistently yearned for was solitude 
and beauty, according to Alice, and 
a place of their own.  A Place in the 
Country, Ken said.  
	 In their 1989 book, A Call From 
the Country, Alice wrote that after seeing 
how the latest power struggle and new 
corporate challenge was affecting Ken, 
she asked him what he would like, what 
he needed to restore his spirit.  He 

replied, “I’d like a little corner of the 
world where I could be all alone  . . . 
and fish anytime I wanted to.”
	 So Alice found him 90 acres that, 
ultimately, became 153 acres and their 
corner of the world.  It even came with 
their own fishing lake, which they 
named Aurohn Lake (“our own” lake).  
It was located in beautiful Barry County, 
referred to — as they say in their book 
— as “the only upper peninsula county 
in the lower peninsula.”

	 Here they thrived.  Rowing the boat 
across the lake to gather mushrooms.  
Fishing in the lake.  Having their last 
home together built on this land.  
Becoming part of a new community.  
Exchanging Sunday mornings in church 
for a new way of worship:  a walk in the 
woods.  Learning about riparian rights 
and land acquisition.  Gardening and 
planting trees.  
	 Along the way, they helped and 
supported SWMLC in a multitude of 
ways.  Ken was always willing to share 
his talents when needed and even 

came up with the name, “The Long 
View,” for our annual newsletter to our 
conservation easement donors.  When 
the Plein Air Artists of West Michigan 
first painted at their property, Ken and 
Alice struck up a friendship with some 
of the artists.  At every paintout, they 
graciously invited the artists into their 
home for the afternoon critique.  Alice 
always provided delicious home-baked 
goodies.  My husband Lee and I, at one 
of those paintouts, spent a fun afternoon 

listening to stories of their 
travels and experiences 
and learning the meanings 
behind the international 
items and memories in 
their unique home. We 
always meant to return 
and picnic with them on 
Aurohn Lake, and I regret 
that we didn’t.
	 Sadly, Ken passed 
away in early March of 
this year.  He was 95 years 
old.  We remember him so 
fondly and always with a 
smile, and we’ll miss him 
very much.  And so we 
honor him here with this 
beautiful view of Aurohn 
Lake, his Place in the 
Country, that captured his 
heart so many decades ago.
	 As Ken and Alice 
wrote in the preface of 

their book, “This is the story of a detour, 
a rerouting of two lives at midpoint.  
The road changed and so, indeed, did 
the people who took it.”
	 And so, indeed, did our lives 
change, for the better, in knowing 
Kensinger Jones.  

— Pamela Weaver Larson

Photo of Aurohn Lake
Conservation Easement property

by  Peter D. Ter Louw
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A Birder’s Eye View of SWMLC Preserves

Photo credits:  Black-billed cuckoo by Nancy McKown, www.NancyBirdPhotography.com.  Yellow-throated warbler by Scott Manley.  Eastern bluebird by Jonathan Morgan.  Landscape by Nate Fuller.

SWMLC currently has 50 public 
preserves with varying levels of 
access and, looking forward, we are 
excited to focus on quality access to 
our preserves for diverse audiences 
across nine counties.  One user 
group who has spent many hours 
on SWMLC preserves is birders. 
Entering a long-awaited spring, it’s 
difficult not to notice the birdlife 
enlivening the outdoors across the 
region. The following are a collection 
of stories and impressions from 
birders visiting our preserves. Visit 
an SWMLC preserve this spring and 
make your own birding story!

My first sighting of the secretive black-billed cuckoo was at 
the beautiful Wau-Ke-Na Preserve near Glenn in southwest 
Michigan.  He was perched on a tree branch for less than 
a minute, just long enough for me to get three shots and 
confirmation that I had indeed seen a black-billed cuckoo.  I 
was excited because the black-billed cuckoo is a forest dweller 
who is much more likely to be heard rather than seen.  He 
often hides in the thickets and undergrowth and emits a 
soothing cu-cu-cu, cu-cu-cu-cu.  I take my camera there often 
because Wau-Ke-Na is a perfect place to discover and enjoy 
birds.					     Nancy McKown

We live near Hickory Creek Preserve, just off an adjacent ravine.  The 
preserve and surrounding natural areas are a big part of why we chose to 
live here.  Each year we get to enjoy the many woodland songbirds that 
use this wooded corridor during migration.  Beside the usual year-round 
resident birds, we’ve tallied nearly 20 species of warblers, several vireo and 
sparrow species, grosbeaks, and tanagers, to name a few.  Other birding 
highlights over the years include wild turkey, cuckoo, and several hawk 
and owl species.  In addition to birds, we see red fox, coyote, mink, and 
deer — all are regulars.  My favorite time to hike the trail to Hickory 
Creek Preserve is in mid-April when the prairie trilliums bloom along the 
bank of the creek.					     Rick Willey

Kesling Preserve has become 
a beloved stop for SWMLC’s 
birdathon team every year.  We 
can always count on cerulean and 
yellow-throated warblers along 
with at least another two dozen 
species of songbirds.  One morning 
we tallied over 50 bird species in 
less than two hours!

Nate Fuller

Our first birding field trip was with Russ 
Schipper at Jeptha Lake Fen in May 1997. 
As we joined in with the others, something 
caught our eyes near the water in the ditch 
that runs along the edge of the preserve. 
We had no clue what we were seeing, so 
we asked Russ.  He focused his binoculars 
along the ditch and was surprised to find a 
sora rail!  Then a Virginia rail!  Both were 
skulking, well-camouflaged in the dried, 
brown grasses and were considered great 
birds to see that day.  Russ is a very patient 
field trip leader for birders, explaining 
things easily and giving useful tips.  It’s 
clear he values the learning process and 
appreciates curiosity . . . and loves birds.  
After that experience, we were hooked! 

Pam Larson
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A Birder’s Eye View of SWMLC Preserves

Photo credits:  Black-billed cuckoo by Nancy McKown, www.NancyBirdPhotography.com.  Yellow-throated warbler by Scott Manley.  Eastern bluebird by Jonathan Morgan.  Landscape by Nate Fuller. — Mitch Lettow

SWMLC currently has 50 public 
preserves with varying levels of 
access and, looking forward, we are 
excited to focus on quality access to 
our preserves for diverse audiences 
across nine counties.  One user 
group who has spent many hours 
on SWMLC preserves is birders. 
Entering a long-awaited spring, it’s 
difficult not to notice the birdlife 
enlivening the outdoors across the 
region. The following are a collection 
of stories and impressions from 
birders visiting our preserves. Visit 
an SWMLC preserve this spring and 
make your own birding story!

Hidden Pond Preserve, where I found a Henslow’s sparrow hiding 
amongst the tall prairie grasses.  Where a marsh wren hunkered down in 
the smallest of marshes.  Where the water flows free.  Where I long for a 
Louisiana waterthrush’s melodic call.			   Tom Funke

Walking the rolling “kettle and kame” topography of KL Avenue Nature 
Preserve, in the heart of the historic Oshtemo black oak barrens, is an intriguing 
experience. As the plant community and the aesthetic of the preserve start to 
transform to truly resemble a savanna with the ongoing restoration, I am eager 
to track similar changes in bird community.  With hooded warblers chipping 
from kettle bottoms, red-shouldered hawks screeching throughout the wooded 
sections, and great-crested flycatchers that act like sentinels patrolling the edges 
of oak openings, the birdlife is colorful and interesting “as is.”  What I’m really 
looking forward to, though, is the day that someone hears the varied whistles 
of an orchard oriole, sees the eye-catching flash of a red-headed woodpecker in 
flight, or marvels at the feisty aerobatics of an Eastern kingbird, for this is the 
true signal from the bird community that we are succeeding at stitching this 
resilient oak savanna back together. 			   Mitch Lettow

I am very glad that I decided to go on an Audubon Society of Kalamazoo field 
trip to Spirit Springs Sanctuary in May 2014, led by Nate Fuller of SWMLC. 
Spirit Springs is a beautiful preserve with diverse habitats and easy-to-walk 
trails.  Our group was able to see many different birds throughout the morning, 
but toward the end of the trip, we were treated to a magical experience.  At the 
edge of the central pond, we spotted a scarlet tanager.  While we were watching 
the tanager, suddenly there was a Baltimore oriole.  Then a rose-breasted 
grosbeak and an indigo bunting.  Just over the water on a branch appeared a 
golden prothonotary warbler!  A yellow warbler popped up next, then finally 
a Nashville warbler.  All these birds seemed like they were spotlighted in the 
sunshine with their colors just glowing.  I am definitely planning on another 
trip to Spirit Springs Sanctuary this year. 			         Jan Shillito
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2014 Donors

The health of natural lands is critical to cleanse and protect our inland waters.  In a real sense, to save the blue, we 
must protect the green.  The donors listed below have made a significant financial commitment to our organization 
through their participation in our Blue Green Society.

The Arctica & Abbey Foundation
Elizabeth King and Richard Atwell
Catherine and Dan Augenstein
Frank D. Ballo
Mac and Susan Behnke
Chuck and Jan Benner
Carole S. Birch
Jim and Patti Birkes
Peter Boerma
Brian and Lori Bosgraaf
Sherwood and Sharon Boudeman
George and Pat Burgoyne
Larry and Barbara Case
Patti Chipman
Dave Coleman
Maggie Coleman
Randy and Sally Crockett
Kalman and Becky Csia
Larry and Sharon Edris
Howard and Gussie Farris
Anne Arbetter Fischell
Elisabeth R. French
Judy Gaspar
John and Sharon Garside
Alfred and Jean Gemrich
Dana and Teresa Getman
Florence F. Goodyear
Fred and Jeane Groos

Nick and Hanna Groos
Tom and Lisa Groos
Keto and Kathryn Gyekis
Susan Houseman and Curtis E. Hall
Bill and Pat Hanavan
Blake Hawk
Larry and Noel Hayward
Larry and Jerrilyn Holcomb
Mary and Daniel Houser
Joel and Barbara Huber
Kensinger and Alice Jones
W. Jack and Nanette M. Keiser
Rob and Donna Keller
Kenneth and Marlena Kirton
George H. Lauff
Charles and Phyllis LaVene
Dave and Bridget Lemberg
Robert and Joyce Leppard
Timothy and Joy Light
Tom and Pam Mansager
Jerry and Betty Mason
Hugh and Connie Mehaffie
Philip Micklin
Verne and Cindy Mills
Russell and Cleora Mohney
Gail Walter and Tom Nehil
Bob and Kay O’Boyle
Michael and Cindy Ortega

Martha Parfet
Karen and Tim Pederson
Melanie Perry
Stan and Connie Rajnak
Joanne and Edward Rebek
Patrick Sage
Todd and Amy Sanford
Carol and Robert Scallan
Richard Shaw
Bruce and Kathy Shurtz
Joel and Jennalie Shepherd
Tom and Nancy Springer
Lynn and Mike Steil
Peter D. Ter Louw
Rebecca Sive and Steve Tomashefsky
Maren and Christopher Uggen
Bo and Mel Van Peenan
Christine Valentine
Elizabeth Van Ark
Dave and Janice Varney
Bradley and Cheri Weller
David and Joan Wendling
TJ and Julia Wilkinson
Philip Willson
John A. Woollam
Jack N. Wykoff
Arno and Pam Yurk
Anonymous

Grant Funding
Audubon Society of Kalamazoo:  KL Avenue Nature Preserve
Coastal Zone Management:  Master Plan (continued)
Hanes Foundation:  KL Avenue Nature Preserve Seed Bank Study
Kalamazoo Community Foundation: KL Avenue Nature Preserve
Land Trust Alliance:  Jones State Game Area
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality:  Augusta Creek

	 and Glass Creek (continued)
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation, Sustain Our Great Lakes:  
	 Paw Paw Riparian Restoration (continued)
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service:  Kalamazoo County Grassland and 
	 Oak Savanna (continued)
W. S. & Lois Van Dalson Foundation:  Communications Projects
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2014 Donors
The donations listed below reflect 
cumulative amounts donated during 
calendar year 2014.  Donations were 
received as memorials, honor gifts, 
gift memberships, honorariums, new 
memberships and renewals, annual 
campaign, year-end appeal, birdathon, 
land acquisition, stewardship, 
monitoring, grants, and United Way 
gifts.  Corporate matching gifts, or soft 
credits, are included in the donor’s 
giving amounts.  We apologize for any 
omissions.

$1,000 and over 
Approved Protection Systems 
     ( John Lewandowski)
Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
Phil Johnson and Mary Baggerman
Alex and Kathy Bozymowski
Jo Beth Bridleman
The Burdick-Thorne Foundation
John Robert Chenault
Nancy Malcomson Connable Fund
The H.P. and Genevieve Connable Fund
Harry G. Conway
Cottage Home
Marybeth Pritschet-Davis and 
     John E. Davis Jr.
ExxonMobil Foundation
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo
W.S. and Lois Van Dalson Foundation
Friends of the St. Joe River 
     Association, Inc.
Jerry and Becky Gray
R. T. Groos LLC
The Hanes Fund
Hastings Point LLC
Jerry Hill
Kalamazoo Community Foundation
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Land Trust Alliance
Lincoln Financial Foundation, Inc.
Richard Malott
Helen McCauslin
Martin and Wendy McCormick
Mittler Family Foundation, Inc.
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts
Pfizer Foundation United Way
Adriana Pardave Meija and
     Samuel J. Qualls
Karl and Dana Smith
Dennis J. and Patricia Stelzer
The Nature Conservancy
Lawrence and Sylvia Wong Foundation
Anonymous

In Memoriam
Caryl P. Freeman
Joanne Holden

Under $1,000
Judy Mayo and Sid Aaron
Nancy Acker
Elaine F. Adams
John Adams
Susan Allen
Jill Allread
Paula M. Allred
Amy Anderson
Dale Anderson
Larry and Susan Anderson
Jim and Joy Andrews
Charles J. Andrysiak
Ed Appleyard
Robert and Joanne Arvidson
Ned and Neva Asplundh
Rob and Erin Augustine
Alan Avakian
Ralph E. Babcock
Michael E. Bailey
Carol and Bernard Baker
Ken and Carol Baker
William H. Baker
Bud and Judi Baldwin
Phyllis J. Barents
Charles S. Barr
Alan Baudler
Joan Bauer
David K. Baute
Rebecca A. Beech
Frank and Arlene Behie
Ann G. Bennett
Craig Berg
Andy Gould and Vicki Berglund
Jill Berglund
Bijoy and Janet Bhuyan
Dave Foerster and Sheila Birdsall
Rodger and Barbara Bittner
Black River Habitats / Keith Kluting
William and Linda Blackmore
Jack Bley
Norman E. Bober Family
Richard and Sophie Bober
Sara Bode
Louis Bonamego
Susan L. Bond
Julie Sokolow and Jay Bonsignore
David M. Boshka
Bosley Pharmacy
Sherwood D. and Kathryn H. Boudeman
Barbara Boven
Gilbert Bowman
William and Victoria Brander
Katy Takahashi and Richard Brewer
Rick Brigham
Jim and Mary Ann Britvec
Rebecca Brock
Rudy and Diane Broekhuis
David and Barbara Brose
Hugh J. and Rebecca S. Brown
Karen Brown

Dick and Lois Brunvand
Fred and Sharon Buckley
David and Mary Lynn B. Bugge
Building Reports
Roselee Bundy-Hansen
Jewell D. Burdette
Marisa & Michael Burghdoff
Dennis and Janice Burke
Dan and Stacy Burton
Philip and Patricia Burton
Jonathan and Erin Bush
David and Mary Lou Butkovich
Robin K. Byrn
Arlene Campbell
Ruth E. Caputo
Jon and Patricia Carlson
Nick and Kathy Carter
John L. and Sally Carton
Connie Casanto
Marilyn A. Case
Kay A. Caskey
Peggy Cauchy
Richard and Joanne Chamberlin
Kristi and Stephen Chapman
Judith Kay M. Chase
Len and Pat Chase
Amy and Jason Cherry
Dallas Chester
Jean Chope
Charles and Janet Christianson
Matthew Clysdale
Robert and Elizabeth Code
Thomas C. Coder
Richard E. Coffinger
Penelope Cole
Serena L. Cole
Carolyn G. Coleman
Terry Coleman
Ruth L. Collins
Tom and Heather Comer
Tenho S. Connable
Nina L. Consolatti
Roark Consolatti
Consumers Energy
Judy Corak
Harry and Mary Ellen Cotterill
James Coury
C. Robert and Marcia Cowell
David and Erika Cripe
Geoffrey D. and Sarah Echols Cripe
Alan and Peg Crocker
Karen Halsted and Patrick Cronin
Tamara Crupi
Alica N. Cummings
Donald Cummings
Theodore Cummins
Frank Cunningham
Bruce and Judy Cutting
Susan Damon
Jim and Jennifer Daniels
C. Miko Dargitz

Nancy and David Daugherty
Ken and Teri Davis
Park Davis
Michele Cudahy and David DeBack
Martha and Michael DeGrandchamp
Mitzi DeLuca
Brian R. Dekema
Susan M. Dennis, D.D.S.
Wayne and Marj Dennis
Carole Deutch
Pamela R. Dewey
Elizabeth Dezeeuw
Gregory A. DiGennaro
John and Judy Dircks
Brian and Kelly Dissette
Al and Karen Dixon
Suzanne Dixon
David and Susan Doan
Brian and Maureen Dobbie
Joann Dodson
Marilyn Doolittle
Marilyn H. Dopp
Sam Dougherty
Jeff Douglas
Tacie and Martin Draznin
George Dunn
Karol Peterson and David G. Dvorak, M.D.
Ed and Karen Dzialowski
Bruce and Martha Edger
Emily Egan
Nancy D. Ehrle
Victor and Ruth Eichler
Lisa and Nathan P. Eimer
Helen Elkiss
Marcus Clark and Lorrie Elliott
William S. Ellis
Ted and Jo Emerson
Wendy Larson and Rich Enbody
Encore Club
Alan and Sally Enderle
Hans Engelke
Joseph and Nancy Engemann
Randal K. and 
     Maria J. Romero Eshuis
Deb Everett
Fabius Township Citizens’ Coalition
Judith Farmer
Carol Hamlin Faure’
Edward Fencl
Connie and Steve Ferguson
Joseph Ferrara
Kate Ferraro
Shon and Sam Field
Joyce Fink
Frank Gilbert Finken
Dorothy Fisch
James and Alice Fish
Marsha and Cliff Fisher
Karen and Robert Fix
Randall Day and Betsy Floria
Chris and Laura Fluke
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2014 Donors
Christopher M. Flynn
Elizabeth A. Fox
Dennis and Mary Frailing
Karl and Gloria Frankena
Ann and John Fraser
Hether and Matt Frayer
Fred and Sandy Frederick
John White and Sue Frederick
Jim and Shirley Freeman
Gabriela Freese
Kent and Jeryl Fuller
Nate and Erin Fuller
Tom Funke and Susan Miller
Louise Silberman and Chris Galle
Mary Rachel Garcia
Rene’ and William Garrity
Eugen and Mary Gawreliuk / 
     System Components Inc.
Betty Anne Geib
Douglas and Nancy Geisler
Matthew and Tomomi Geisler
Nathan Geisler
Jack and Martha Gesmundo
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Geudtner
Geum Services, Inc.
Billy and Beth Gibson
Paul and Janet Gilbert
Susan and John Gillett
Anthony and Grace Gilmore
Edith Gilmore
Charles T. Glatt
Jeff and Bette Glindmeyer
Joyce E. Sebring-Glocheski and
     Bernard E. Glocheski
Patrick J. Glocheski
Melvin D. and Alberta I. Goebel
John and Diana Goes
Loretta Gold
Jim and Carol Gonzalez
Charles and Nancy Goodrich
Matthew Gorentz
Betty Goyings
Elmer R. Graber, DVM
Greenspire
Ed and Kelly Gregory
Gary Gross
Laurel A. Grotzinger
Ernest and Janit Guess
Jack O. Haeger
Joyce Hagen-McIntosh
Kevin Haight and 
     Mindy Russell-Haight
MaryEllen Hains
Dean and Cynthia Halderson
Howard E. Haley
Linda and Charles Hall
Suzanne Sippel and Steve Hamilton
Robert and Sharon Handelsman
Ladislav J. Hanka
Ladislav R. Hanka

Bill and Kathy Hanley
Douglas Davies and 
     Tobi Hanna-Davies
Gerald and Lelane Hardie
Thomas C. Harkness
Donald and Ronnee Harrell
Dale P. Harrison
B.L. Harroun & Son, Inc. Fire Protection
Randy Harvey
Barbara Hasan
Larry and Diane Hawkins
Rebecca Ann Hawkins
Ruth and David Hawley-Lowry
Robert and Mara Hayes
Jim Tobin and Gina Heagney
James and Mary Heaton
Phil Hecksel
Charles and Susan Hefner
Donald and Gail Hemler
Ed Henby
Donald and Marilyn Henkel
Gary and Mary Herder
Joe and Patty Herdus
Erin M. Heskett
Ed and Ginnie Hessler
William and Cindy Hetrick
Jim Hewitt
Bob and Joan Hiddema
Frederick S. Higdon
Sherry L. Higgins
Maurice H. Decoster and 
     Sonia H. Hill
Cynthia Hingtgen
Donna Hippensteel
Charles Gregory Hodgman
Mark Hoffman
Allen Holcomb
Linda Holden
Tom and Lauri Holmes
Susan F. and John Hook
Doug Coulter and Pam Hoppe
Jason Horan
Carolyn F. Hornev
Phil Hoskin
Wayne and Sally Householder
Connie and Fred Hubbell
Patricia A. Huberty
Patrick Hudson and 
     Gina Frasson-Hudson
Terry Hudson
Joseph J. Hulsebus
Hilary Habeck Hunt
Rochelle Habeck and Allan Hunt
Bruce Hutchinson
IBM International Foundation
Vincent L. and Jane S. Iannelli
Anna and Carl Ill
Indiana Michigan Power
Rosemary Insidioso
Karen Jackson

Pam and Mark Jackson
Dr. Terry Allen Jackson
Jerre H.  James
Allan and Pamela Jarvis
Craig and Mary Jbara
Mark and Cheryl Jenness
Amy Johnson
Andrew F. Johnson
Rhoda Johnson
Judy K. Jolliffe
Bill and Mary Jones
Patrick M. and 
     Celeste Chambers Jones
Sister Virginia Jones, CSJ
Kenneth and Sheryl Jordan
Rose Jordan
Carol and Greg Josefowicz
Marie L Josephsen
Richard E. and Raelyn Joyce
Frank and Gail Jurenka
Kalamazoo Garden Council, Inc.
Valdis and Laila Kalnins
Kalsec Matching Funds Program
Linda and Joseph Kanamueller
David N. Karowe
Dorothy Anne Kasunic
Robert and Ellen Kaufman
Susan Kavanaugh
Richard and Brenda Keith
John and Marty Kendall
Judith A. Kepler
Susan and Robert Kinde
Douglas and Kathy Kirk
Evelyn J. Kirkwood
Renee Kivikko
Marilyn Kleb
Lisa Klemmer
Robert and Nancy Klesert
Kevin L. Kline
Paul C. and Joyce R. Kline
Mike and Carol Klug
Ed and Kathy Knox
Peter Kobrak
Paul and Janet Koestner
Margaret Kohring
Jerry and Michele Kollig
Keith and Catherine Konvalinka
Victor A. Kordish
Kenneth M. Kornheiser
William Krasean
Pat and Cheryl Krause
Patricia Smetana and Thomas Krol
Christine Kucks
Sandra L. Kuentzel
Matthew Kuiper
Bob and Margaret Laatsch
Thomas Laity
Freya E. Lake
Chris and Mary Lampen-Crowell
Charles and Mary Ann Landefeld

David and Jan Landry
Cheryl A. Larabee
Lois E. Larson
Pamela and Lee Larson
Jennifer Lau
Dr. and Mrs. A. Gregory Laurell
Gail Lauzzana
Linda M. Law
Sona Kalousdian and Ira Lawrence
Carol LeFevre
Nancy S. Lee
Daniel Leep
Darla and Hunter Leggitt
Amy Lehman
Lucas and Amelia Leibold
Candace Cole Leonard
Richard J. Leonard
Brian Leppard
John Lerg
Mitch Lettow
Steven Leuty
John and Maureen Lewandowski
Julie and Keith Lewandowski
Paul Ballard and Colette Lewis
Mark and Debby Lightner
Douglas and Taraynn Lloyd
Linda and Paul Locey
Erika Loeffler
Joanne Lowery
Julia and David Ludwig
Alicia Ann Luft
Jim and Julie Luginbill
Sarah E. Jordan and Patricia Lutsky
Rebecca Lyman
Annette Lyons
Karen Maas
Paul and Gail MacNellis
Karen Macklom
Robert M. Macleod
Christopher J. Magson and 
     Bonnie Jo Campbell
Joann M. Maier
William and Kathleen Main
Norbert W. Makowka
Jacqueline V. Mallinson
Dora L. Mann
Jim and Paula Marcoux
Mary A. Murray Martin and 
     William F. Martin
Jonathan Towne and 
     Candy Martindale
Coral Mason
David C. Maturen
Jeannette and B. W. Maxey
Katharine N. Maxey
David Jackson and 
     Margaret McAllister
Phil McAvoy
Donna McClurkan
Alice McCorry
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Tom Mears
Matt and Danielle Meersman
Penny L. Meints
John P. Mellein
James and Amy Melvin
Mary Ann Menck
Bettina Meyer
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Mark Ridley and Sara Cullen Ridley
Rita A. Rifenberg
John W Rippon
Charles E. and Donna Lou Ritter

George and Louise Robeck
Eleanor Roberts
Philip and Ellen Robertson
Michael E. Robie
John G. and Maureen Robinson
Margaret and Dwyer Roche
Dr. and Mrs. William F. Rocker
Hazel Rood
Terry Hluchyj and 
     Richard Roosenberg
Dr. Arthur H. Rossof
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Roy
Tom Ruesink
Tom and Susan Rumsey
Pamela S. Rups
Francis and Rhonda Ryan
Sean Ryan
David and Jan Ryder
Mary Alice and Donald Ryder
Daniel Ryskamp
Ed and Jan Sackley
Lynn Sagar
Mike and Judy Salada
Douglas Salerno
Jim and Rachel Sankofski
David and Janet Scarrow
Randall and Joyce Schau
Carol and Robert Schinske
Robert and Georgette Schirmer
Daryl L. Deering / Schlessman Seed Co.
Beth A Schluckbier
Moselle and Steve Schoenfelder
Laura Andersen and Jackson Scholl
Robert Schram
William P. Schreiber
Jean M. Schroder
Tonya Schuitmaker
Dale and Marlene Schultz
Pam Schultz
Donna Schumann
Kathleen V. Schwegel
Teri Scott
Yolande Crosby and Patricia Scully
Lucinda A. Sebald
Rachelle Secson
Lawrence J. Sehy
Thomas Henry Seiler
Christine M. Sewell
John and Charlaine Shack
Rebecca J. Shank
Jack Shapiro
Sheryl A. and William L. Sharp
Win and Judy Shaughnessy
David and Barbara Sheldon
Jan Shillito
Beth L. Shirley
Carleen Kim Shook
Ken and Sarah Jamieson Shrum
Craig L. Shumaker 
Randy Silber

Jeffrey Conner and Beth Silverman
Kim Sinclair
Michaline S. Sinkula
Charles Sittig
J. Dan Skean
Michelle and Steve Skedgell
Bradford S. Slaughter
George and Harriet Slomp
Thomas E. Small and 
     Ruth Harring Small
R. Ann Smith
Carole G. and John C. Smith
Lawrence and Babbette Smith
Lois Smith
Marian M. Smith
Norman and Mary Smith
Robert L. and Carol Payne Smith
Stephen and Jean Smith
Thomas J. Smith
Fred and Ginny Snell
Anthony and Sandra Snyder
Paul and Pamela Sotherland
South Haven Garden Club
Ann Spaeth
Deborah Sparbel
Ronald Spears
J. Glenn and Sylvia K. Sperry
Kathryn Steadman
Jane Steward
Joan G. Stewart
Joseph and Jennie Stezowski
Robert G. Stickland
Richard and Olga Stieve
Judi Stimson and Bill Myers
Margie and Ed Stinson
Ellen L. Harrington and 
     John D. Stodola
Diana and Houston Stokes
Michael R. Stoline
Ursula B. Storb
James P. Storie
Eileen F. Stryker
Marcia V. Stucki
Richard and Mary Sutton
Sky Suydam
Robert Swaney and 
     Mary Stephenson-Swaney
Larry Syndergaard
Donald T. and Linda Szeszycki
Dana Buoscio and John Szewezyk
Robert Tatina
Linda G. Taylor
Roger and Nancy Taylor
Jane Ter Louw
Gordon and Carol Terry
Timon Tesar
Claren Schweitzer and 
     Thomas Thornburg
John and Betty Tilton
James H. Timmons
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2014 Donors
Sarah Tollefson
Carolyn and Gary Tolliver
Lynwood and Joan Topp
Michelle and Chris Tracy
Stephen and Irene Trivers
Nick and Nancy Tuit
Roger and Jeanne Turner
Dale and Emma Turton
Maren and Christopher Uggen
United Way of the Battle Creek and
     Kalamazoo Region
Lee and Pam Utke
Thomas H. Van Doren
Gary L. Van Horn
Jan van Schaik
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Van Zoeren
Kathleen and Edward VanDam
Barbara and Joel VanDyken
Carol VandenBerg

Alfons and Joan Verwilst
Lawrence and Susan Vihtelic
Louis A. Villaire
Tim Wixted and Ana Clelia Vincenti
Daniel Crouch and 
     Heather Vinyard-Crouch
Nancy A. Virgilio
Kyle Vonk, DDS
John P. Vrbancic
Douglas C. and Karen F. Wagner
Michael and Elaine Wallace
Joe and Holly Walls
C. Glen Walter and 
     Edite Balks Walter M.D.
James S. and Sheila Ware
Warrick & Boyn, LLP
Weavers and Fiber Artists Inc.
Kenneth Weirich
Glenn and Nancy Wengert

Earl Werner
Donald and Ann Wheat
Barbara and Richard White
Bonnie L. White
Susan L. Whitney
Wild Ones - Calhoun County
Emily and Brook Wilke
Bruce and Jean Williams
Deloris Ann Williams
Richard D. Williams
Roy James and Donalee A. Williams
Judith R. Willson
Carole Stevens and Mike Willy
Mark Winkel
Brian W. Winne
Elizabeth J. Winther
Louise Wepfer and Ed Withey
Rachel L. Woodard
Dennis W. Woodland

Carolyn and Foster Woodward
Diane D. Worden
Susan and Gerald Wray
Patricia Wright-Flessner
Jonathan Wuepper
Richard and Julie Wyrwa
Betty Hannon Yagi
George Yeager
Cyrus H. Young
Laurie M. Young
Nancy and Joseph Young
Steve Youngs
Linda Zabik
Joel Zemans
Don and Sally Zenas 
Amanda and Peter Ziemkowski
Anonymous (2)

Thank You
Welcome and Thank You to Our
New Members and Supporters

December 15, 2014 - April 2015

Susan & Kerry Badger
John & Nancy Bambacht
Nancy E. Bell
Rebecca Bigelow
Julie Sokolow & Jay Bonsignore
Nick & Cathy Carter
Phyllis Malpas & Yvonne Caswell
Alan & Peg Crocker
Theodore Cummins
Shaun Davis
Mandy & Greg DeLeeuw 
Dennis & Mary Frailing
Fran Galow
Marty Green
Larry & Diane Hawkins
Rick Hebert
Chuck & Sue Hefner
Carol & Larry Higgins
Dr. Charles Gregory Hodgman
Hilary Habeck Hunt
Ryan Johnson
Phil & Mary Kinney
Manfred & Nancy Martin
Thomas & Valli McDougle
Bill & Judith Ott
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Powell
Ronda Spink
Jean Stevens
Jane Stinson
Margie & Ed Stinson
Janice Stycos
Gary Swain

John & Frances Utley
Gary Van Horn
Daniel Crouch & Heather Vinyard-Crouch
Carol Stevens & Mike Willy

Thanks also to all who renewed their 
membership, supported us through their 
United Way program, or contributed to our 
annual campaign, year-end appeal, and other 
fundraisers.  Our sincere apologies for any 
omissions.

Leadership Contributions
The people and organizations listed below 
made significant contributions to support 
SWMLC’s program, land acquisition, 
stewardship, monitoring, and endowment 
funds.  We thank them for their generosity 
and support.
George J. Balogh
Peter R. Boerma
Marisa & Michael Burghdoff
Thomas Coder
Harry G. Conway
ECCU
Fort Wayne Children’s Zoo
Hastings Point LLC
Indiana Michigan Power
Paul & Joyce Kline
Deej & Hunter Leggitt
William & Kathleen Main
Helen McCauslin
William & Barbara Parfet
Craig Shumaker
Karl & Dana Smith
Thomas J. Smith
South Haven Garden Club
Ronald Spears
Mark & Carolyn Speese

Jerry Stewart / Native Connections
Elizabeth Van Ark
Gary Van Horn
Daniel Crouch & Heather Vinyard-Crouch
C. Glen Walter & Edite Balks Walter, M.D.
Earl Werner
Rachel Woodard

Matching Gifts
The organizations listed below made 
matching gifts on behalf of SWMLC 
members.
ExxonMobil Foundation
Kalsec Matching Funds Program
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Pfizer Foundation
Truist

United Way Agencies
Pfizer Foundation United Way
United Way of the Battle Creek and
     Kalamazoo Region

In-Kind Donations
Biggby for 2 boxes of coffee at a Bow in the 
Clouds Preserve volunteer event.
Kenneth Nesbitt donated 15 kayaks and 
pickup service at our Black River paddle event

Gift memberships were given to:
John & Nancy Bambacht
by Joyce Hagen-McIntosh

Rebecca Bigelow
Manfred & Nancy Martin
Jane Stinson
Janice Stycos
by Mary Houser
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Bookbug
by Thomas Coder

Shaun Davis
Marty Green
by Jen Lau

Phyllis Malpas & Yvonne Caswell
by Jen Lau & Jason Winters

Thomas & Valli McDougle
by Al & Jean Gemrich

Jeffrey L. Schimp, DDS
by Maxine Sherburn

Donations were made in honor of:
Nate Geisler & Carrie Berger & Family
Adam Geisler & Anna Coyle
Douglas & Nancy Geisler
Jennifer & Daniel Meyer & Family
by Matt & Tomomi Geisler

Sherwood M. Boudeman
by Sherwood & Kathryn Boudeman

Rob & Julia DelSignore
Sarah Harwood
by Bruce & Jean Williams

MaryEllen Hains
Tom & Ruth Small
by Thomas H. Seiler

Pamela Weaver Larson
In honor of many years of dedication and 
service to SWMLC
by Jerry Stewart / Native Connections
In honor of Pam’s retirement
by Evelyn Kirkwood
      Lynn Steil
In honor of Pam Larson’s terrific contribution 
to SWMLC for so many years.  Thank you!
Celeste and Patrick Jones

Thomas Seiler
by MaryEllen Hains

Richard Shaw
by Larry & Diane Hawkins
      Rebecca Ann Hawkins

Timothy R. Stickland
by Robert G. Stickland
 
Honorariums
In appreciation for programs given by 
Nate Fuller and Mitch Lettow,  honorariums 
were donated by:
     Michigan Department of Environmental
	 Quality Kalamazoo
     Parchment Garden Club

Memorial Contributions
The following gifts were made in memory 
or remembrance of:
Don Galow
by Fran Galow

Dr. Edward Goyings
by Betty Goyings

Kensinger Jones
by Frank D. Ballo
      Pamela & Lee Larson
      Staff of SWMLC

Tim Pullano
by Allan Puplis

Gail Gilmore Smith
by Connie & Fred Hubbell

Larry Syndergaard
by Pat & Bill Hanavan

Phil Villaire
by Louis Villaire

Recently deceased K.V.C.C. faculty:  Rick 
Margelis, Jack Gernaat, Virgil Hillstead, Fred 
Toxopeus, Cliff Seppala
by R.J. Williams, “Pioneer” Faculty Member

SWMLC is fortunate to have many people who give freely of 
their time to help us accomplish a multitude of tasks.  We’d 
like to take this opportunity to thank them here.

Author Charles Ferguson Barker for selling multiple copies of 
his book, The Day the Great Lakes Drained Away, to us at cost 
and autographing each of them to give at our Storybook Hike 
at Pilgrim Haven Natural Area.  And for adding so much to 
the event by leading the hike.

Sharon Gill and Rachel Stiening for leading four seasonal 
soundwalks at Chipman Preserve.

Stan and Connie Rajnak for hosting the annual Wednesday 
Warriors brunch and planning session for the new year.

Vicki Berglund, Beth Gibson, Phyllis Barents, and Ann Spaeth 
for helping with mailings.

Lee Larson for distributing publications.

Jen Schwab, Christine Hartzell, Becky Shank, Dallas Chester, 
Mark and Cheryl Jenness for staffing our information tables.

Lynn Steil and Bill Westrate for leading field trips. Chris 
Chambers and Hunters Helping Soldiers for preserve 
stewardship.

Kevin Haight for representing SWMLC at events.

John Mitchell for his heavy lifting at Black River Preserve.

Larry Case for devoting so much time in helping SWMLC 
find new office space.

Jen Lau for leading Sunday Tike Hikes.

WMU, Fraternity Partners, Boy Scout Troop 188, Sierra Club, 
and Van Buren Conservation District for helping on workdays.

ECCU members who chose SWMLC as their Conservation 
Hero.

People Make a Difference!
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The Oak Legacy is a gift to our 
future and to the permanence 

of land conservation in southwest 
Michigan.  Members of this elite 
group have arranged through their 
legal or financial advisor for planned 
gifts to support the Southwest 
Michigan Land Conservancy.  If you’d 
like to learn more about the Oak 
Legacy, call our office at (269) 324-
1600 or visit our website:  swmlc.org/
content/oak-legacy.
	 Thank you to all of our generous 
Oak Legacy members!

Judy Mayo and Sid Aaron
Paula M. Allred
Joan Orman and Eric Bekker
Susan L. Bond
Sherwood and Sharon Boudeman
Kristi and Stephen Chapman
Amy and Jason Cherry
Susan Gray
Jack O. Haeger

Mary and Daniel Houser
Joel and Barbara Huber
Alice Jones
Patricia Smetana and Thomas Krol
Sandra Kuhn
George H. Lauff
Jeannette and B. W. Maxey
Jennifer Schwab and Tom Miller
Alan G. Mueller
Diane Jae Murphy
Sandra E. Nordmark
Eileen L. Oehler
Stan and Connie Rajnak
Lawrence J. Sehy
Thomas Henry Seiler
Roger and Nancy Taylor
Peter D. Ter Louw
Anonymous (3)

In Memoriam
Caryl P. Freeman
Kensinger Jones
Helen Rands

SWMLC is grateful for all the assistance provided by our 
generous business supporters during 2014.  Thank you all 

for helping us succeed in fulfilling our mission and sharing 
our beautiful, protected lands!

A Pizza Yen/Michelle Ertz for food at volunteer event
Berrien Birding Club for stewardship of Kesling Nature
     Preserve
Black River Habitats for financial support
Bosley Pharmacy for financial support
Cottage Home for the pedestrian access at Pilgrim Haven
Susan M. Dennis, DDS for financial support
Driesenga & Associates, Inc. for survey work
ECCU for Conservation Heroes financial support
Alfred J. Gemrich, Gemrich Law PLC for legal services
Geum Services, Inc. for financial support
Greenspire for annual meeting support
Don and Ronnee Harrell for providing lunch at an event
Houser & Associates for financial guidance

Indiana Michigan Power for Jones SGA financial support
Lake Michigan College for meeting space
Meijer Inc. for Pilgrim Haven workday support
Miller Johnson for board meeting space
Mlive Media Group for event space for our annual meeting 
     and November Art Hop
Murdoch Marketing for website support
Native Connections for financial support
Native Landscapes for in-kind support
O’Boyle, Cowell, Blaylock & Associates, Inc. for design 
     and planning assistance
Sanford Financial Services for sponsoring our 2015 calendar
Schlessman Seed Co. for financial support
Treystar for use of boardroom
W.E. Upjohn Institute for board meeting space
Village Market for Black River paddle event support
Waste Management for Jones SGA financial support

Business Supporters

Oak Legacy Members
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This spring, SWMLC worked with landowner 
Craig Shumaker to amend his 20-acre conservation 
easement (one of two he donated to SWMLC in 

2010).  Craig added six more acres to his easement, protecting 
an additional 500 feet of frontage along the west side of 
Prairieville Creek.  Prairieville Creek is the primary surface 
water source for Gull Lake, providing 21% of Gull Lake’s total 
water supply.  This now provides continuous protection to 
Prairieville Creek from M43 to a quarter-mile upstream, with 
adjoining easements providing nearly complete coverage all 
the way upstream to Mud Lake.
 	 “This land is important,” said Mr. Shumaker. “It is 
incredible that it has been able to remain undeveloped and 
truly is a beautiful showcase of Mother Nature.  Prairieville 
Creek is a hidden gem that is important not only to me, 
but for wildlife habitat, fisheries, and the overall health 
of Gull Lake.  I am proud that my family has been able to 
provide a legacy to protect Gull Lake, with deep roots of many 
generations having lived in the Gull Lake area and enjoyed its 
natural beauty.  I look forward to working with SWMLC and 
supporting their efforts for years to come.”
 	 Altogether, Craig has protected 46 acres of land along 
Prairieville Creek.  This additional property adds to the 300 
acres of land already conserved along the two-mile-long creek 
that flows into the north end of Gull Lake at Prairieville 
Township Park.  Keeping the stream corridor in forest and 
wetlands provides a natural buffer that protects water quality 
from nutrients and sediment.
 	 Prairieville Creek is the only spawning tributary of the Gull 
Lake coldwater fishery, providing habitat for many species of 

native fish.  The land surrounding the creek provides significant 
groundwater recharge and is vital to aquatic and terrestrial 
wildlife as a year-round resource. 
 	 The Prairieville Creek and Gull Lake watershed is one of 
SWMLC’s priority conservation areas which we work on with 
the Four Township Water Resources Council and the Gull 
Lake Quality Organization.  During the past eight years, with 
funding from the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality and Kalamazoo Community Foundation, SWMLC 
developed and implemented a comprehensive conservation 
approach of land protection and landowner participation to 
protect this watershed and ensure its long-term health.

— C. Miko Dargitz

SWMLC Continues to Protect
Gull Lake Water Quality

Prairieville Creek photo by Peter D. Ter Luow.

Storybook Hikes
Our Storybook Hike at Pilgrim Haven Natural Area was a big hit 

with kids as well as adults.  Author Charles Ferguson Barker 
walked everyone through the preserve using the pages of his book, 
“The Day the Great Lakes Drained Away,” which had been laminated 
and posted throughout the preserve.
       Our next Storybook Hike will be June 7 at Bow in the Clouds 
Preserve and will feature “A Log’s Life” by Wendy Pfeffer and will 
be led by Thom Coder.  As in the past, we will give one free book to 
each family.
       Be sure to check our website and like us on Facebook to see when 
and where the next Storybook Hikes will take place.  You can also 
call our office at 269-324-1600.  Space is limited, so sign up as soon 
as you see one coming up.
(Photo of Charles Ferguson and storybook hikers by Erin Fuller.)
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Happy Trails!

It has been bittersweet for me to 
write this to let you all know that I’m 
retiring in May after more than 18 

years with SWMLC.  It’s been a great job 
to have and a life-changing experience.  
And how cool is it to be able to give your 
boss two years’ notice?!
	 In 1996, armed with an expired 
teaching degree and lots of advertising 
and corporate experience, I fired off a 
resumé to Renee Kivikko, SWMLC’s first 
full-time executive director.  Uninspired 
by working to support corporate ideals, 
I wanted to instead use my skills to 
protect the environment, which had 
become increasingly important to 
me.  When I opened the Yellow Pages 
to “Environment” (in the days before 
Google), there were just two listings.  
Imagine what my life might have been 
like had Southwest Michigan Land 
Conservancy not been one of them!  The 
following year, Renee called and asked 
me to interview.  
	 Celeste Chambers Jones, secretary 
of our board of directors at that time, 
and Renee were the hiring committee, 
and I am indebted to both of them for 
the role they played in altering my life by 
bringing me aboard.  Although it took 
many years to recoup the financial loss in 
moving from the corporate world to the 
nonprofit workplace, the intangibles that 
have since flowed into my life have been 
pure gold.
	 SWMLC was such a young 
organization — only 5½ years old — 
when I came aboard in April 1997, and 
I was their second full-time employee.  
We had 3 conservation easements 
and 9 preserves, a grand total of 582 
acres protected.  Today, we have 85 
conservation easements and 49 preserves, 
totaling almost 14,000 acres protected.  
We have a staff of eleven, including 
our field staff, and we’ve tripled our 
membership.
	 Working here has been like being 
in college (but enjoying it a lot more), 
learning botany, ecology, ornithology, 

dendrology, geology, entomology, 
geography, biology, information 
technology, as well as all things related to 
land conservation.  And so much more.
	 My husband Lee has been my 
Number One Volunteer throughout it all, 
whether it was delivering our newsletters 
all through downtown Kalamazoo or 
staffing an information table at an event 
after hauling everything needed for 
that event into our preserves.  We’ve 
chased the tent canopy across a parking 
lot during wind and rain, watched 
hummingbirds whiz by our table displays, 
and had yellow jackets try to get first dibs 
at the cider we were giving away.  When 
SWMLC renovated our office on Cox’s 
Drive, Lee drew up the new office design 
and helped implement all of the major 
changes, using his personal vacation time.  
As Renee told SWMLC members at our 
next annual meeting, “When we hired 
Pam, we got 2 for the price of 1.” 
	 Lee and I feel very fortunate that we 
became part of SWMLC at just the right 
time in our lives.  It really did bring us 
back to nature, pulling us into the land 
and to the creatures who call it “home.”  
Even more, it brought us into the lives of 
all of you who care deeply and actively 
about land conservation, stewardship, 

and the health of our environment and 
our broader community.  The wonderful 
people we’ve come to know through 
my working here and the relationships 
we’ve forged have meant more to us than 
words can convey.  Our lives have been 
enriched through your friendship and 
encouragement.
	 Supporting SWMLC’s passionate 
staff, board, land donors, members, and 
volunteers over the years is what kept me 
motivated day after day.  At times it was 
hard not to be out in the field with my 
colleagues to see first-hand the beautiful 
properties that generous landowners 
were entrusting to our care.  But I stayed 
inspired by knowing that what I was 
doing in the office was an essential and 
important adjunct to what my colleagues 
were doing out of the office.  
	 And the years zoomed by. 
	 I have marked many of my life’s 
milestones here:  the birth of my first 
grandchild, the passing of my father and 
then my mother, the celebration of my 
25th wedding anniversary.  And I will 
forever remember each co-worker who 
was with me as we huddled in front of 
the small television in the conference 
room watching the events of September 
11 unfold in 2001.
	 As if retirement itself isn’t enough of 
a change, Lee and I have decided to leave 
Kalamazoo and explore a new region:  
the natural features and protected areas 
of southeast Michigan.  And there are 
many, as we are happily discovering.
	 We’re excited to begin this new 
adventure together.  Even better, we’ll 
have family living nearby.  Additionally, 
I grew up in Grosse Pointe Woods, and 
my mother and her family were born 
and raised in Detroit, so in a way, I’ll be 
returning “home.”
	 Thank you, each and every one of 
you, for adding so much to my life and 
for being with me along the trail.
      ‘Til we meet again.

— Pamela Weaver Larson
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As we wrapped up 2014, we were 
thrilled to have conserved almost 
1,200 acres or two square miles of 

land in five counties, including five new 
preserves and two conservation easements.  
Most of these new protected lands were 
identified through our conservation 
planning and analysis which was assisted 
by a host of resource professionals and 
knowledgeable volunteers.  The properties 
were then protected as a result of the 
project outreach.  All of these sites protect 
southwest Michigan’s most critical water 
resources, wildlife habitat, and high-quality 
natural areas.
	 But, ultimately, all of our work is 
only successful because of the strong land 
ethic held by so many people in southwest 
Michigan and because of landowners’ desire 
to conserve their land with SWMLC.
	 The Smith Nature Trust Conservation 
Easement, 300 acres in Barry Township, 
Barry County, protects the headwaters, 
wetlands, and lakes of Augusta Creek that 
flows south through Kalamazoo County 
into the Kalamazoo River.  Conserving 
Karl and Dana Smith’s property completes 
our three-year Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality Augusta Creek 
Watershed project, which includes the 
previously protected 193-acre Ford Farm.
	 In Calhoun County, we were pleased 
to work with Gary Van Horn to conserve 
his 152-acre property in Leroy and Newton 
townships through a donated conservation 

easement.  Mr. Van Horn’s daughter 
suggested he conserve his property, but he 
learned about SWMLC’s work through our 
outreach efforts as a partner in the EPA-
funded St. Joseph River Wetland Project. 
	 Also a result of the St. Joseph River 
Wetland Project is our new Christiana Lake 
Preserve, 72 acres in Ontwa Township, 
Cass County, that protects a large wetland 
complex on Christiana Lake.  The 
Ashbaugh brothers, owners of the property, 
were seeking ideas on how to conserve their 
land and create a legacy for their parents 
and, through our outreach efforts, learned 
of SWMLC’s work.  
	 A project that we have been working 
on for almost 15 years came to fruition with 
the conservation of the 17-acre Corey Lake 
– North Bay Preserve,in Fabius Township, 
St. Joseph County.  This wonderful gift 
of wetlands and adjacent uplands by 
Charlotte Mittler is hopefully the first 
phase of protecting 50 acres of wetlands 
around Corey Lake and promoting best-
management practices in keeping this 
beloved lake healthy.
	 We were very excited to add Heath 
Road Preserve as part of our ongoing Barry 
State Game Area (SGA) Conservation 
Project.  The 160-acre gift in Rutland 
Township, Barry County, creates a critical 
wildlife corridor link between the Barry 
SGA, SWMLC’s Bridleman Conservation 
Easement, and the USF&WS’s Edger 
Waterfowl Production Area.  This property 

is part of our continuing conservation work 
with the extraordinarily generous Groos 
family, who previously donated Hidden 
Pond Preserve to expand protected habitat 
around the Barry SGA.
	 And, finally, we completed the transfer 
of two preserves previously protected 
by The Nature Conservancy:  Tamarack 
Swamp Preserve, Marcellus Township, 
Cass County, and Bakertown Fen Preserve, 
City of Buchanan, Berrien County.  Both 
preserves are high-quality fen wetlands 
for which we have accepted perpetual 
stewardship responsibility.
	 But equally important during this 
past year are the projects that staff have 
been developing.  This fall we learned that 
our request to the DNR and USF&WS 
for funding was awarded for the purchase 
of three properties at two sites for the 
acquisition of habitat for the federally 
endangered Mitchell’s satyr butterfly.
	 During the summer,  SWMLC staff, 
working with Ducks Unlimited and other 
conservation partners, submitted a proposal 
to the USF&WS’s North American 
Wetland Conservation Act Program 
to conserve approximately 350 acres of 
forested floodplain along the Kalamazoo 
River in Kalamazoo County, one of the 
top 10 sites identified for protection in our 
Kalamazoo River Watershed Conservation 
Plan.  
	 And we are in the final stages of a 
collaborative project with the DNR’s 
Wildlife Division to conserve a large tract 
of land along the southern edge of the Barry 
SGA that would further protect Glass 
Creek.
	 With these new properties and our 
ongoing work, SWMLC’s total protected 
land is now almost 14,000 acres, totaling 85 
conservation easements and 49 preserves, 
of which approximately one-third have or 
soon will have publicly accessible trails so 
that we can better share these special places 
with you.
	 Thank you for all of your support of 
our mission and work.  We are excited 
about the great projects and look forward 
to a 2015 full of spectacular conservation 
achievements. 

— Peter D. Ter Louw

Executive Director’s Report

Boy Scout Troop 188 helped out at our Arbor Day/Earth Day tree planting at Black 
River Preserve near South Haven in April.  Photo by Mitch Lettow.
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Todd Sanford, President
W. Jack Keiser, Vice-President
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Cindy Mills
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Our 8th Annual Art Walk will be at 
a new location this year:  Pilgrim 

Haven Natural Area in South Haven.  
Day and time will remain the same — it’s 
always the weekend before the Labor 
Day weekend which, this year, falls late in 
the month, on August 29.  The event will 
run from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
	 Come and enjoy 
this annual tradition at a 
beautiful new venue.  As 
in past years, the Plein Air 
Artists of West Michigan 
(PAAWM) will have 20 or 
more artists on site.  Enjoy 
walks along the new trails or 
follow Dyckman Creek out 
into Lake Michigan.  Stroll 
the beach and dip your toes 
in the cool waters of the Big 
Lake.
 	 Enter to win an original 
painting by one of the plein 
air artists.  Just purchase 
our 2016 Painted Sanctuary 
calendar, which will make its 
debut at this event, and fill 

out an entry form.  We will draw from 
the entries at 3 p.m., and you don’t have 
to be present to win.
	 The Art Walk will be held rain or 
shine (but not thunder and lightning).	
For more information, visit our website 
at www.SWMLC.org or call our office at 
(269) 324-1600.

New Location for Annual Art Walk!

PAAWM artist Carrie Lin paints another beautiful 
watercolor at our 2013 Art Walk at Wau-Ke-Na.
Photo by Keith Lewandowski.


