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t protect our land and water - who will?
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If we, the people of southwest Michigan



Peter Ter Louw, President and Executive Director

In the past year, we experienced remarkable success in our
efforts to conserve and steward critical lands, creating new
nature preserves that protect high quality ecological properties
that are publicly accessible. I am extremely proud of these
accomplishments and thankful for everyone who makes it all
possible . .. so generously donating their time, their money;,
and their energy toward fulfilling our mission of protecting

nature, caring for it, and sharing it with the community.

For me, the memory that remains most vivid from this past
year is of a spring morning drive to Wau-Ke-Na Preserve in
Glenn, where I encountered a bright red Ganges Township
Fire Department Jeep driving slowly along the edge of
Lakeshore Drive with its flashers on, leading a group of rubber
boot-shod children wielding dip nets and other assorted
measuring tools and devices . .. like a red mother duck leading
her ducklings patiently and steadily along the roadside. The
kids and teachers were walking from the Glenn Elementary
School to Wau-Ke-Na’s south tract to conduct ecology studies
on the small pond that donor William Erby Smith created long
ago and has forever been a magnet for curious little minds and
bodies. The walk from school to preserve is a good half mile
along a well-traveled road, but the kids were unfazed by the
distance, and were having a great time jumping up and down,
waving at the slowly passing cars, talking and laughing. It
looked like a grand adventure that brought a smile to my face
and made me stop and watch the children’s “Nature Parade.”

The sight caught my attention, but it didn’t surprise me.
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Mattawan Upper Elementary School students at Portman Nature Preserve, Amelia Hansen

For the past several years we have been actively sharing

our nature preserves by engaging with various schools and
youth programs, such as the Eastside Arts and Sciences
Experiential Learning program at Bow in the Clouds Preserve
in Kalamazoo, or Mattawan Schools’ outdoor classrooms at
Portman Nature Preserve, or most recently, our collaboration
with Allegan Public Schools to develop an infrastructure to
support meaningful learning experiences at Armintrout-
Milbocker Nature
Preserve.

SWMLC's role is to provide
the special natural areas
where kids can spend time
outdoors, nourishing bodies
minds, and spirits — and
instilling deep and enduring
connections with nature.

These collaborations
and partnerships

with groups whose
focus is youth nature
programming have
been both fulfilling and

impactful. In working

’

together, we have also

come to understand that SWMLC's role is to provide the
special natural areas where kids can spend time outdoors,
nourishing their bodies, minds, and spirits — and instilling
deep and enduring connections with nature that will help
perpetuate a strong conservation ethic for generations to

come. Whether it’s in urban, suburban or rural areas — or
through public or homeschool classes, church groups, scout
groups, after-school clubs, or others — we hope that our current
collaborations will serve as a catalyst for even more nature play
and education on our preserves. And more Nature Parades.

Annual Report & Highlights

Welcome, Kaleigh!

We're excited to welcome our newest full-time staff person,

Land Protection Specialist Kaleigh Winkler!

Kaleigh comes from one of those wonderful families that calls the outdoors their second home .
She grew up in northern Indiana and did lots of hiking, camping, kayaking, and looking for cool
stuff (bugs! birds!) in the woods with her family. Her dad is an environmental scientist, so it’s not
surprising that Kaleigh earned a Bachelor of Arts in Biology from Hanover College, a private

liberal arts college in southern Indiana.

The Land Protection Specialist position is a tough one to prepare for — being parts ecologist,
sociologist, outdoors-person, grant writer, and number-cruncher - but Kaleigh’s professional

background has her primed for success. After graduating from college, she conducted mist-net

bat surveys for an environmental consulting company - then later surveyed breeding birds for Purdue University. She and her

husband spent three months in Europe, traveling and exchanging labor (tending bees, painting houses, weeding gardens) for

housing. And she worked for the Kentucky Department for Environmental Protection where she managed Superfund cleanup

and brownfield remediation projects that required outreach and working alongside landowners.

Kaleigh is an active person and likes to run, backpack, and kayak in her free time. Her husband is currently in his emergency

medicine residency, and the two like to spend their down time hanging out with their teenage golden-lab mix, Quinn.

The future Metcalf Lake Natural Area & Park

SWMLC is currently working with the City of Battle Creek and Barry County Parks to

permanently conserve a 160-acre public natural area in southeast Barry County.

Metcalf Lake owners David and Eleanor Bailey envisioned

a peaceful natural space for the public to enjoy when they
donated their land to the City of Battle Creek over 20 years ago.
Now, with the support of their children, Southwest Michigan
Land Conservancy and Barry County Parks & Recreation
Commission (BCP) are working with consultant Williams &
Works on a Master Plan that will guide enhancement of the
natural area with safe public access, ensuring that the Baileys’
vision will be realized.

Located in Barry County, just seven miles north of Battle Creek,
the beautiful property’s wooded ridges and wide ravines lend
themselves well to potential future trails. Groves of white
cedar, eastern hemlock, and tamarack edge 35-acre Metcalf
Lake, giving it that lovely “Up North” feel. The property is also
a vital headwater source for Waubascon Creek and a chain of
downstream lakes (that include Waubascon and Foster Lakes),
all the way to the Kalamazoo River.

To ensure that the Metcalf Lake property will continue tobe
cared for as a natural area and park, the Baileys’ children
suggested to the City of Battle Creek that they transfer

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy + 8395 East Main St., Galesburg, Ml 49053

,
) __i A
ownership to SWMLC. In the future, we expect that

SWMLC will steward the natural areas in partnership with

BCP, who will provide management and oversight of the public
access infrastructure.

This past spring, more than 450 households (over 60% Barry
County residents) completed a survey to help us better
understand community needs and the amenities that would

be most appreciated. 90% of respondents want a quiet,

relaxing place to walk and explore nature, with very limited
infrastructure. Wildlife viewing and birding were noted
priorities and there is broad support for providing access to all
people. Many folks also want a safe place from which to launch
a kayak or canoe into Metcalf Lake to explore the lake and
beyond.

The next step is a presentation by Williams & Works of the
Master Plan’s initial design ideas based on this public input,
sometime in August. After the Master Plan is finished later this
fall, SWMLC will further explore establishing a partnership to
create a new natural area park.

269-324-1600 + www.swmlc.org




2021 LAND PROTECTION

SUMMARY

Bruce Howe, Armintrout-Milbocker Nature Preserve

Hanse YT e
Arthur E. and Mildred H. Woollam Nature Preserve CE

PROTECTED ACREAGE BY COUNTY THROUGH 2021,

INCLUDING ASSISTS

Barry y
323% = Berrien
5,832 acres 10 %

T 1,813 acres

Van Buren
: 1.8 %
.. 2,134 acres

Kalamazoo
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Branch
0.002 %
39 acres

St. Joseph
4.8 %
870 acres

Cass

7%

1,262 acres
Allegan

6.1%
1,099 acres
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Thank you all for your giving
spirit and commitment

to protecting nature in
southwest Michigan!

Armintrout-Milbocker Nature Preserve
City of Allegan and Allegan Twp.,
Allegan Co., 140 acres

SWMLC has known about this property for over two decades, and
in 2020 the time was right to get serious about seeing it protected.
Hilary Hunt worked hard on this project for more than two years,
completing multiple grant funding projects in order to oversee
the purchase of this 140-acre preserve from the Armintrout and
Milbocker families. Native plant inventories carried out by Brad
Slaughter of Orbis Environmental Consulting indicate that the
preserve is a fantastic and rich natural area. Brad was astonished
by the 560 species of plants he found, uncommon diversity for
such a small area. We are hoping to have it ready to open to the
public by this fall, when visitors will be able to experience for
themselves the riparian corridor, wetlands, massive trees on upland
bluffs, and rare wildflowers on this newest SWMLC preserve.

We're excited about a Fall 2022 Grand Opening for Armintrout-Milbocker
Nature Preserve - please stay tuned for details!

Read more about this preserve on our website:
www.swmlc.org/armintrout-milbocker-nature-preserve

Arthur E. and Mildred H. Woollam
Nature Preserve Conservation Easement
Texas Twp.,Kalamazoo Co., 212 acres

This 212-acre conservation easement permanently protects the former
Rota-Kiwan boy scout camp acquired by Kalamazoo County to create
a natural area and park on the west side of the county. The County
purchased the property for $2 million, with 75% of the funding
coming from the JA Woollam Foundation and the Irving S. Gilmore
Foundation. The property has frontage on two different bodies of
water, Bass Lake and Scouter’s Pond. Habitats include deciduous
forest, evergreen forest, mixed forest, herbaceous woody wetlands, and
emergent herbaceous wetlands. It shares its eastern border with Al
Sabo Land Preserve, and its establishment will provide protection for
the wellheads located on there, in addition to public access to natural
areas.

We look forward to helping Kalamazoo County celebrate the grand opening
of their newest county park sometime in the future!

Read more about this conservation easement in the Fall 2021 issue of
Protecting Nature (Vol. 30, No. 3).

2021 was another productive year for conservation in Southwest Michigan, with five total land deals completed!

With three new preserves and two new conservation easements, we conserved a total of 595 newly protected acres this year,

which brings the total amount of land protected to 18,000 acres across our nine-county service area, including assists.

Fenwood Nature Preserve
Rutland Twp., Barry Co., 76 acres

Beginning in 2017, former Conservation Projects Manager Emily
Wilke worked through various options with Rebecca Young to
protect her land. This year, we are grateful that our conservation
partner, Tyden Ventures, provided the purchase price of the 76-acre
property so it could be protected forever. With 32 acres of both fen
and bog wetlands, 34 acres of oak-hickory forest, and 10 acres of old
field, Fenwood provides a variety of habitats. It is also adjacent to
an Audubon sanctuary and very near the Barry State Game Area.

This preserve has limited access and may be visited only with permission.

Read more about Fenwood Nature Preserve on our website:
www.swmlc.org/young-property-protected

Conservation Easement
Almena Twp., Van Buren Co., 79 acres

This 79-acre property is in the Paw Paw River Watershed, with
5,300 feet of frontage on the North Branch of the Paw Paw River. Its
50 acres of wetlands include 33 acres of intact lowland hardwood
floodplain forest, characterized by species such as red and silver
maple, paw paw, swamp white oak, tulip, and musclewood.

To protect the landowner's privacy, we have not disclosed the name

or location of this property. Though it will be protected forever by a

conservation easement held by SWMLC, this property remains private
and is not open to the public.

Read more about this protected property on our website:
www.swmlc.org/a-magical-place

Mrozek Nature Preserve
Calvin Twp., Cass Co., 86 acres

This property was received by SWMLC as a land donation
through the estate of Paul Mrozek. It consists of 86 acres of
emergent and scrub-shrub wetlands, rolling prime farmland,
and oak-dominated forest. The property is located within the
“Jones Conservation Area Hub”, a 38,000-acre area described
in SWMLC’s Strategic Conservation Plan as a critical place

for us to focus our conservation work because of the plentiful
spring fed lakes that provide habitat for threatened fish
species. Protecting the areas that buffer the lakes and recharge
the groundwater is crucial for the region’s water quality.

This preserve has limited access and may be visited only with permission.

Read more about Mrozek Nature Preserve on our website:
www.swmlc.org/protecting-a-legacy

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy <« 8395 East Main St., Galesburg, M1 49053

— Cindy Mills, Conservation Easement Specialist
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Hilary Hunt

Mrozek Nature Preserve, Hilary HL;nt
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Freese Property, Mitch Lettow
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Protecting the Freese Property
and Other Land in and Around
the Barry State Game Area

“I loved it at first sight,” Phyllis Freese said of the Barry County

property that she and her family protected with Southwest
Michigan Land Conservancy. Phyllis recently moved into
Hastings to be closer to family, but fondly recalls watching
fawns play in the front yard and hummingbird battles at the
feeder with her late husband Bob. “It was my favorite place
that I ever lived. It was peaceful. It was home.”

The land rises gently beyond the Freeses’ yard, through an
old farm field to a woods where big oaks invite bearhugs and
ancient beech trees ask for a second look. The forested slopes
lead down to a shady floodplain that’s rich with liverworts
and sedges. Pretty Podunk Creek meanders through the heart
of the property on its way to joining Glass Creek, which is
recognized as the highest quality stream in the Thornapple
River Watershed and part of the Grand River basin. On the
other side of the creek, a two-track stitches its way to a field
bordered by ‘sentinel oaks’ and a large area where a pine
plantation was harvested a few years ago. To the northwest,
the Freeses’ 9o-acre property is embraced by the vast Barry
State Game Area (SGA), a huge green gob of natural habitat
where wildlife also live in peace.

Some creatures can tolerate human company and live in

the small scraps of habitat we leave behind. But others,

like cerulean warblers (officially listed as ‘Threatened’ in
Michigan), are sensitive to human disturbance and need space
in order to thrive. Large, unbroken tracts of land like the Barry
SGA provide this sanctuary.

“It’s always good to avoid forest fragmentation, as nest
parasites like the brown-headed cowbird use forest edges

and utility corridors to access songbird nesting areas,”

states Doug Klein, Citizen-at-Large on the Barry County Parks
Commission and avid birder with the Barry County Birding
Association. “Cerulean warblers are undoubtedly parasitized
by cowbirds. Having more cerulean warbler nesting habitat
protected from logging is important, as these songbirds are
declining across eastern North America. This newly-protected
property is adjacent to other known nesting areas.”

Recognizing its importance, SWMLC and dozens of
conservation partners created the Barry State Game Area
Conservation Plan back in 2009, with the ambitious goal of
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Bttiné Arrigoni, Wikimeéia Commons

CERULEAN WARBLER HOTSPOTS

Managed by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, @
eBird (www.ebird.org) is among the largest
biodiversity-related science projects, with

thousands of local birders from around the

world submitting their sightings. A recent check %
for cerulean warblers in the vicinity of the Barry

State Game Area shows dozens of data points '
indicating the rare birds' presence (red = current L
hotspots, blue = older than 30 days).

s Pizzeria
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protecting 2,000 acres in and around the game area — and
improving the habitat corridors that connect this ‘hub’ to other
quality habitat. This huge, forested region shelters carbon and
offers refuge for wildlife, and is an on-going area of focus for
SWMLC.

The Freese property adds another 9o acres to other lands

near the Game Area that SWMLC has been vigorously
working to conserve, including the recently-acquired 76-acre
Fenwood Nature Preserve (see Protecting Nature, Vol. 30, No.

1), located just around the corner. Other properties include

the 371-acre Schoneboom property (which SWMLC assisted

in conserving), 32 private properties protected through
conservation easements, and five preserves — including Hidden
Pond Preserve and Carter Lake Preserve, which expanded in
late 2021 when SWMLC purchased 11 acres of adjacent land

T
Podunk Creek as it flows through the Freese property,Mitch.Lettow.. .=
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owned by the Strouse family. We’ve also undertaken several

recent habitat restoration and improvement projects at both
Hidden Pond and Heath Road Preserves (see Landscapes, Vol.
27, No. 3 and Protecting Nature, Vol. 31, No. 1).

SWMLC was able to buy Phyllis Freese’s property when she
and her family kindly agreed to a reduced price sale — and
with the generous support of our conservation partner, Tyden
Ventures. In the near future, SWMLC will conduct site surveys
to get a better understanding of the property, then develop a
management plan that protects the high quality of the creek
corridor and addresses the area where the pine plantation
was harvested. In the future, we may work up a plan with the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources to include the
Freese property within the state game area.

continued on next page
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Considering the beauty of the property and its significant location near the State Game Area,
Phyllis’ daughter, Carol Lewis remarked, “The best thing to do was to protect it with the land
conservancy. Seems like I pass another new housing development every time I go to Grand
Rapids. There have to be some natural areas that doesn’t happen to.”

We feel fortunate to collaborate with caring, like-minded people like Phyllis
Freese and her family — and with other organizations working in and around the Barry SGA.
Our work is expanded and amplified by our shared efforts, we set good examples for one
another, and we savor one another’s victories, large and small.

— Amelia Hansen, SWMLC Communications Specialist
and Peter Ter Louw, SWMLC President and Executive Director
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HUBS & CORRIDORS

'Hubs’ and ‘corridors’ are areas of important conservation focus for
SWMLC as determined by Nature’s Network, our Climate Resilience
Conservation Plan that was finalized in 2020. ‘Hubs' are large areas
of protected land that are especially rich in biodiversity. Linking
them are ‘corridors’, a series of natural connections through which
plants and animals can travel to find mates, food, or more favorable
conditions. Think of hubs as thriving cities and corridors are the tap | 47 Ninkes

highways that connect them. The 25,000-acre Barry State Game Aon Barry State
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Give Together

This past spring, Lynn Steil — former SWMLC Board member, longtime volunteer,
supporter, and friend - told the Cass County 100+ Women Who Care about an
organization that most of them had never heard of before.

100 Who Care are giving circles that embrace the simple idea that the giving power
of 100 people, each donating $100, will make a bigger impact on local needs than
individuals can ever make alone. Chapters meet quarterly to hear presentations made
by other members about needs within the community — anything from supporting
day camps to volunteer court advocates to backpacks for schoolkids — then cast a vote
for the one that will receive that quarter’s pooled donations. Worldwide, there are
now more than 700 “100 Who Care” chapters lifting their communities through this
collective action.

Kalag

S
Photo courtesy of Lynn Steil’

Carter Lake Preserve

Lynn told the Cass County chapter about Southwest Michigan
Land Conservancy and how we help communities by
protecting water quality at its source, and the health benefits
our public preserves provide by offering natural places where
people can exercise and find mental peace — and how this was
especially important during the COVID shutdown.

Then she told them about our public preserve, Spirit Springs
Sanctuary, located there in Cass County, and its ongoing
troubles with beavers. Though it’s encouraging to see the

big rodents make a comeback, their energetic efforts to
block the outflow of the preserve’s large pond have resulted
in unpredictable water levels that negatively affect other
wildlife and wash out the hiking trails. Because beavers are
stimulated to “fix the leak” when they hear the sound of

SWMLC SWMLC OTHER e, } II'; 5 1 - moving water, volunteers have sometimes had to remove the
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dams on a daily basis! Lynn told the group that SWMLC has
looked into installing a “beaver deceiver” device that dampens
dam-building behavior by allowing water to seep rather than
flow, thus removing the triggering sound — but that we weren’t
currently in a financial position to move forward with the
project.

The women listened and asked savvy questions ... then voted
“yes!” They donated $3975 that, combined with potential grant
funding from the US Fish & Wildlife Service, will cover the
costs associated with installing the device. Now we can allow
the beavers to remain and go about their “busy-ness”, while
still reducing impacts on other wildlife and preserve users.

We are amazed by Lynn’s passionate,
thoughtful advocacy on our behalf and very
grateful to the generous 100+ Women Who

Care in Cass County.

The pond at Spirit Springs Sanctuary, Allyson Wentela
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“You can’t desert your children,”

referring to the land he has
helped steward for two decades.

“We started working on a
monthly basis but found that
we couldn’t keep up as SWMLC
protected more and more land.
So we put an ad for volunteers
in the Kalamazoo Gazette and
were surprised when 20 people
showed up! We didn’t know it
would last for 20 years.”

JOHN/
CHENAULT

“We're SWMLC
supporters but |
wanted to give more.
It's great to be outside
doing something useful.”

, “I've learned so much from

1 interacting with these folks, each
| with a different expertise. And

I love seeing the progress that

; I we have made at so many of the
! preserves.”

We are forever grateful to these volunteers -
and the many others that we didn’t catch for a quote!

Making 4 Difference
for 20 Years!

It's a chicken and egg question: does making
a difference through frequent volunteering
for an organization in whose mission you believe,
while hanging out with interesting, friendly people,
and getting exercise in a beautiful natural setting
give you a feeling of purpose?

A KRISTI
TCHAPMAN

“After
20 years, |
love seeing
the results of all
the planning and perseverance.
Looking across a field of lupine,
and saying, ‘we did that!” reminds
me what this organization has
brought into my life and the
community.”

Or does doing all that stuff just attract the kind
of people who already have a sense of purpose?

The Wednesday Warriors (and spin-off Winter Warriors,
Privateers, and Pluggers) are the dedicated, hard-working,
reliable groups of stewardship volunteers who have been

“doing battle” against invasive plants, maintaining trails,

and planting native species at SWMLC's preserves for
20 years. We asked some of them why they do it -
and what keeps them coming back ...

S “I believe in
“I was doing similar the mission.
volunteer work in And there’s
Florida and was always more to do.”
happy to see
that | could help
SWMLCin the
same way.”

“I like being outdoors

and find that |
lose myself in

the work,
completely
focused.”

| SN . -'._-.-‘:- [
(CAROL

HARRIS

DAVID RIGGS

“With the Wednesday Warriors,

I learned that you can revive a spoiled
piece of land — and | learned how to do
the work to start that land on its way
back to thriving health.

We can live with the land,
not just on it.”

Thankful not only for their valuable, loyal service -

j “'

“TURTRES WITH ST

NTHEIR BACKS

. "
S 2

W

Amelia Hansen, SWMLC Communications Specialist
Photos, Mitch Lettow, SWMLC Stewardship Director

There are turtles with ‘stars’ on their backs right here in Michigan, in
some of the lands that SWMLC protects. .. but | can't tell you where.

Spotted turtles are sweet-faced little folk with black shells spangled with constellations of
yellow spots. They are so adorable, so pocket-sized, so incredibly cute (even hardboiled
researchers agree) that their locations must be kept secret to prevent poachers from snatching
them from their habitat and selling them through the pet trade.

They are legally protected and considered ‘Threatened’ in Michigan, and so rare that SWMLC
has named a membership-giving level after them (shout out to all you Spotted Turtles out

there — thank you!). Several years ago, Michigan Natural Features Inventory established a

list of priority spotted turtle sites, several of which are protected by SWMLC. Knowing this,
researchers from John Ball Zoo (JBZ) in Grand Rapids recently contacted us for permission to
access these sites to study the turtles and learn more about where they live, how many animals
are present, and what are their ages, genders, and health conditions.

People may associate JBZ with animals like monkeys and tigers — and not realize that their
field conservation program works to protect animals right here in Michigan. JBZ has run
box turtle studies for several years now, but the addition of spotted turtles is something new.
So SWMLC’s Stewardship Director, Mitch Lettow, met up with JBZ Conservation Manager,
Bill Flanagan and JBZ Field Tech, Tori Vander Stelt, this past spring to assess populations at
several SWMLC preserves.

After just one week of study, researchers found turtles at all
of the sites they visited. They were especially impressed by
You make this happen.

Your support protects
habitat for threatened
animals like these
right here in southwest

one location where they found turtles in all stages of life,
including a hatchling (see photo, right). This is exciting,
because turtles can live for such a long time that it’s possible
to find “functionally extinct” individuals, lone adults that
have no other turtles to mate with. Baby turtles shine like
beacons of hope, proof that spotted turtles not only live in

5
EERTL

Bill Flanagan
Conservation Manager, John Ball Zoo

ot N

but because their positive attitudes, can-do spirit, and passionate
commitment to the environment is genuinely inspiring. They remind
us how fortunate we are to also be working for something that we
care about — and the importance of finding a “reason to be.”

Michigan.

these habitats, but are also reproducing.

Looking forward to more field studies next year, Bill
Flanagan noted just how important SWMLC'’s work is in

. protecting wildlife habitat for research. Mitch returned the compliment, saying, “We sometimes
“This started

,/ as a lark for
me, but then |
got hooked.”

“I like being
out in nature,
fixing what's been broken."

have to protect land because we just know it’s important, even when we don’t always have the

"~ JOEDILL _ resources to fully understand what’s there — but studies like this show us even more richness in

Here's 1o 20 more years !

our preserves than we had hoped.”
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Removing invasive plants, adding native species, conducting prescribed burns. ..
SWMLC staff and volunteers have worked hard to bring savanna and grassland habitat back to
Chipman Preserve and others, but one key ingredient was still missing: grazing animals.

The sheep bounded from the back of the trailer and just kept
going. They hustled to the end of the field, far away from the
humans, leaving one very hungry ewe to tear at the grass,
tiny twin lambs by her side. Soon, the curious flock began

exploring their new home, sampling the grass, sniffing the air,

and testing the temporary electric fence (yep - stings a little!).
Lauren and Jeft’s faces showed happy relief: their animals
were now safely delivered to SWMLC’s Chipman Preserve.

Lauren Burns and her business partner, Jeff Buckham,

own a Kalamazoo-based contract-grazing company called
Tending Tilth that provides sheep as an earth-friendly
alternative to mowing, and a potentially powerful tool for
habitat restoration. They started four years ago after Lauren
and her husband moved back from Chicago, where she
had been working with ‘hoofstock” (including giraffes!) as
a zookeeper at Lincoln Park Zoo. After talking with folks

at the farmers’ market about sustainable farming, Lauren
got the idea to combine her animal expertise with this
low-impact service that gives back to the earth. She gained
practical experience by working for local farmers, then
connected with Jeff through the Michigan Sheep Producers
Association. Jeff is a five-generation sheep farmer and has
been handling sheep since he was a kid, and his family’s
flocks have provided scenic charm to Kalamazoo’s west side
for years. Lauren and Jeff’s combined talents have created a
unique business that checks many good ecological boxes.

12 Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy Protecting Nature: summer2022: Vol.31,No.2 -

Mitch Lettow, SWMLC Stewardship Director and Dave
Brown, SWMLC Stewardship Specialist, have been
researching the use of grazing animals as a habitat
management tool at Chipman Preserve for quite some time.
Located on high ground in eastern Kalamazoo County,
much of Chipman used to be savanna, a now-rare habitat
that is characterized by open grassland, wildflowers,
scattered groves of oak trees — and grazing animals. Across
North America, most savannas and prairies have been lost
to farming and housing developments, but SWMLC has
been working hard to bring these habitats back to Chipman
and other preserves. Staff and volunteers have worked
hundreds of hours removing invasive plants, adding native
species, and conducting prescribed burns to keep pushy
shrubs out. They feel it’s making a difference for pollinators
but Mitch and Dave realized that

a key ingredient was still missing: grazing animals.

and grassland birds. ..

It only makes sense . .. herds of bison once roamed wherever
the grasslands took them, including southwest Michigan’s

savannas and prairies. Bison encouraged plant growth with

their grazing and manure, and their hooves broke up the soil,

helping rain to reach roots. Along with fire, bison and other
large herbivores were essential in keeping open habitats
free of shrubs through browsing and by trampling random
trails through the tall grass that were used by other animals,
especially grassland birds needing both cover and places

Annual Report & Highlights

to nest. Of course, there's no way to bring a herd of bison to
Chipman Preserve . .. but Dave remembered hearing that

Tending Tilth was doing the next best thing with sheep.

Mitch and Dave had two main goals in grazing sheep at
Chipman. One was to give the plants a more uneven, random
structure — something that’s difficult for us order-loving
humans to achieve. But sheep like to eat their favorite “ice
cream” plants first, grazing in an uneven way that creates
tufts and avenues at ground level that offer essential cover
and hiding places for ground-nesting grassland birds.

The other goal was to reduce the “cool season” pasture grasses
that were introduced by Euro-American homesteaders

as feed for animals like horses, cows, and sheep. These
fast-growing non-native grasses mature in early summer,
crowding out the indigenous grasses that mature in the fall.
The hope is that early season grazing will hamper these
grasses enough to give the native plants a good headstart.

A few days before the sheep arrived, Dave mowed the grass
short around a five-acre portion of the grassland, then divided
it into three units. This mowed area was where Lauren and
Jeff set up the temporary electric fence, flexible white netting
attached to posts that can be pushed into the ground with
foot pressure. The netting is electrified when connected to a
solar-powered charger — and Jeft said it delivers quite a jolt.
They created a “moat” by setting up an inner ring of fencing
to keep the sheep in, and an outer ring to keep people,

dogs, and coyotes out — then hung warning signs on the
fence. Dave closed nearby trails and installed even bigger
warning signs; wanting to keep things peaceful and safe

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy < 8395 East Main St.,

——

for the sheep by keeping curious people and dogs away.

Lauren and Jeff brought 40 ewes (female sheep), big girls
with freshly shorn light gray wool. Lauren also has another
flock of smaller “hair sheep” — pretty animals with wool
that sheds naturally rather than getting sheared — but
many of them had just given birth and she didn’t want to
risk the little ones’ safety by bringing them to SWMLC
while so young. (The twin lambs that were out with the
flock working at Chipman Preserve were a nice, unexpected
surprise.) Later, Jeff and Lauren also brought the animals

a tank of water and a supplementary mineral salt tank.

Lauren and Jeff came back to move the sheep to the next unit
after about a week. They enclosed the area with more flexible,
electric fence and opened a hole between the two. Then

the Tending Tilth team walked the pasture, not shouting

or waving their arms, but simply pressuring the sheep with
their “predatory” human presence, patiently moving the
animals until they were safely relocated in the new unit.

The scene was peaceful on a warm evening a few days
later. Happy tree swallows sailed around catching bugs the
sheep had stirred up and the low sun lit halos around the
woolly sheep, making their ears glow. The ewes were silent
and calm, some keeping watch, others enjoying the luxury
of grazing. A few laid down for the night. The twin lambs
were healthy and clean as they stuck close to their mama.
It all seemed so right, so correct, to have the grazers back.

— Story and photos, Amelia Hansen, SWMLC Communications Specialist

Galesburg, MI 49053 269-324-1600 + www.swmlc.org ]




Show Your Love

by giving the gift of nature as part of your estate plan

Join Bob and Joyce Leppard and the growing number of other people who want
to help ensure that southwest Michigan will always have quality, natural habitat
available — for both wildlife and people. They share the peace of knowing

that their passion for nature will live on, improving the lives of many future
generations to come.

By making a commitment to Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy as part of
We have always felt very connected to the natural world. We live your estate plan, you will become a member of the Oak Legacy Society, joining

in the woods, hiked, canoed, and tent camped for years, and in other thoughtful supporters who have made a gift to our future and to the

permanence of land conservation in southwest Michigan.

the last 20+ have become birders.

We've birded extensively both nationally and internationally. ESRRE W EST MICHIGAN Feel free to contact us

We have such wonderful memories of all the exotic, beautiful, OAK If you're interested in discussing how you can accomplish your goals to leave
charming, funny, and of course — cute - birds we've been able to Ll LEGACY a lasting gift, please call Peter Ter Louw for a confidential conversation at
seel Who could resist the Wompoo Fruit Dove, the Splendid Fairy SOCIETY 269-324-1600, or send an email to conserveland@swmlc.org.

Wren, the White-bellied Go-Away Bird, or the Macaroni Penguin?

They exist only because their habitat is there for them.

To help the environment locally, we donate to SWMLC, Bob has . Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy
monitored easements and preserves for SWMLC, and Joyce has C O N S E R\/AT | O N S N A P S H OT Financials Fiscal 2021
maintained and created several butterfly gardens. ’

It's because of you and many other individuals, businesses, and foundations that we are able to conserve wild

Considering how we would like our money and scenic places in southwest Michigan — and to do so as a fiscally efficient and healthy organization.

used when we are gone, we thought

about all the very important causes For all that you do to make this region a better place to live, work, and play,
— international food shortages.

climate change, health issues, Planned giving can help

and more. Some of these Southwest Michigan Land .

are never ending as well as Conservancy continue its &%

enormous. We studied Charity ) 9%

Navigator to see how effective 1< ProteCing Mg

various groups are. We would forever.

like a donation from us to have 56%

local impact, and for a specific 25% 31%

cause, and decided that SWMLC is a
trustworthy and effective organization. We
have enjoyed walks in local preserves and would like those places

and more to continue to be there for the public to use. revenue expenses
We don't have a large tract of land to donate, but we can make a Contributions and Earnings with donor restrictions $1,678,193 I Program Funds (inClUderSZerﬂng:é?ng) $745,813
monetary planned gift to help purchase and maintain preserves Contributions from Individuals (includes donated assets)  $762,524 Stewardship $406,102
with access for citizens to enjoy. Grant Funded Conservation Projects & Foundation Gifts $266,250 Management & General $107,964
B Investments $316,423 Fundraising $72,131
total revenue: $3,023,390 total expenses: $1,332,010

Photo courtesy of Bob and

Net change in assets: $1,691,380

14 Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy * Protecting Nature: summer2022: Vol.31,No.2 -  Annual Report & Highlights Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy + 8395 East Main St., Galesburg, M1 49053 - 269-324-1600 + www.swmlc.org 15




Thank you to our 2021 Donors

To everyone who cared, volunteered, donated, conserved their land, and partnered with us in
2021, take pride in knowing that you belong to a community of passionate nature-lovers that are
working to save the places we all love and connect people from all walks of life to the outdoors.

Working together, we are protecting nature in southwest Michigan, now and forever.

BLUVE GREER
- SOCEETY

Anonymous (4)

Scott and Mary Aldrich

The Arctica and Abbey Foundation
Richard Atwell and Elizabeth King
Catherine and Dan Augenstein
Chuck and Jan Benner

Jim and Patti Birkes

Peter R. Boerma

Brian and Lori Bosgraaf
Sherwood and Sharon Boudeman
Rebecca Brock

George and Pat Burgoyne

Bob and Pat Burr

Dan and Stacy Burton

Larry and Barbara Case

Amy and Jason Cherry

John and Lynne Chipman

Patti Chipman

Thom Coder

Dave Coleman

Maggie Coleman

Kalman and Becky Csia

SONTINLST MICHBGAN
LARD COMNFIRVANCY

" LEGACY

SOCIETY

Anonymous (4)

Paula M. Allred

Susan Bond

Sherwood and Sharon Boudeman
Kristi and Stephen Chapman

Amy and Jason Cherry
Thomas Coder

Susan Gray

Erwin H. and Debra Doerschler
Larry and Sherry Edris
Elisabeth R. French

Jim Galligan

John and Sharon Garside
Thomas and Barbara Gelehrter
Alfred and Jean Gemrich

Dana and Teresa Getman
Florence F. Goodyear

David and Sharon Groendyk
Fred and Jeane Groos

Nick and Hanna Groos

Tom and Lisa Groos

Bruce and Jeanne Grubb

Keto and Kathryn Gyekis
Henry B. Hawk

Larry and Noel Hayward

Mal and Pat Hickok

Larry and Jerrilyn Holcomb
Susan Houseman and Curtis E. Hall
Mary and Daniel Houser

Joel and Barbara Huber

Robert and Patricia Huiskamp
Alice Jones

e Oak Legacy Show your love by giving
the gift of nature as part of your estate plan.

Barbara and John Guinness
Jack O. Haeger

Mary and Daniel Houser

Joel and Barbara Huber

Alice Jones

W. Jack and Nanette M. Keiser
Sandra Kuhn

George H. Lauff

W. Jack and Nanette M. Keiser
Rob and Donna Keller
Kenneth and Marlena Kirton
Ed and Kathy Knox

Phyllis LaVene

Dave and Bridget Lemberg
Robert and Joyce Leppard
John and Maureen Lewandowski
Bill and Kathy Main

Tom and Pam Mansager
Jerry and Betty Mason

Hugh and Connie Mehaffie
Philip Micklin

Verne and Cindy Mills
Charlotte Mittler

Mike and Susan Nave

Bob and Kay O'Boyle

Joel and Florence Orosz
Michael and Cindy Ortega
Karen and Tim Pederson
Melanie Perry

Stan and Connie Rajnak

Jon and Stephanie Rambow
Todd and Amy Sanford

Robert and Joyce Leppard
Bill and Jeannette Maxey
Judy Mayo and Sid Aaron
Alan G. Mueller

Diane Murphy

Eileen L. Oehler

Joan Orman and Eric Bekker
Stan and Connie Rajnak

Blue Green SOCiety To save the blue water, we must protect the green land.

Thank you to those who have joined the Blue Green Society and made an annual commitment of $1000 or more.

Carol and Robert Scallan
Lawrence J. Sehy

Richard Shaw and Shirley Sutton
Bruce and Kathy Shurtz

Mark and Carolyn Speese

Lynn and Mike Steil

Jerry Stewart

Peter D. Ter Louw

Steve Tomashefsky and
Rebecca Sive

Jeanne Turner

Maren and Christopher Uggen
Christine Valentine

Bo and Mel Van Peenan

Erik and Michele VanAllen
Dave and Janice Varney

Gail Walter and Tom Nehil
Bradley and Cheri Weller
Dave and Joan Wendling

Earl Werner

TJ and Julia Wilkinson

Jack N. Wykoft

Arno and Pam Yurk

Amanda and Peter Ziemkowski

By arranging to make a planned gift,
you will join these amazing people who
know that today is the time to ensure
conservation for tomorow.

Todd and Amy Sanford

Jennifer Schwab and Tom Miller
Lawrence J. Sehy

Thomas H. Seiler

Patricia Smetana and Thomas Krol
Roger Taylor

Peter D. Ter Louw

Philip Willson

Thank you to our Oak Legacy members. If you have already included Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy
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in your will and/or estate plans, please let us know — we would love to thank you, too.
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2021 Membership Donations

Mitchell's Satyr
Butterfly ($1000+)

Kristi and Stephen
Chapman

George Dunn
Nate and Lisa Eimer

Molly Fairbanks and
Richard Pulaski

John and Shannon Floyd
Jerry and Becky Gray
Jack O. Haeger

Mike and Carol Klug
Teresa Morris

Kerry Mulholland

Robin and Nancy Nott
Jim and Terry Novaria
Rodger Parzyck

Jeffrey and Emily Pearson
Tom and Ruth Small
Judge Stanley and Edith Hill
Dennis Stelzer

Robert Swaney and
Mary Stephenson-Swaney

Richard and Julie Wyrwa

Eastern Massasauga
Rattlesnake ($500+)
Phil Albain

Lee and Pat Casebere
Marilyn H. Dopp

Randal K. Eshuis and
Maria J. Romero Eshuis

Christopher M. Flynn
Thomas and Nancy Georgoff
Beth Gibson

Jennifer and Cory Graves
Bill and Kathy Hanley
Phillip and Lynne Heasley
Mr. Brian Hoff

Allan Hunt and
Rochelle Habeck

Daniel Leep

Candace Cole Leonard
Russell and Connie McFee
Bill and Karen McNulty

Nancy Mollhagen and
Bruce Jaksa

Charles and Mary Moore
Wayne and Karen Moss

Christopher Nagy and
Shannon Thornton

Dr. Mark A. Noffsinger
Mark and LaRae Odland
Anne and Paul Pancella

Ralph Pernice and
Nancy Englander

Michael Gene Plum

Annie Posther

Brian Priest

Sam and Tina Qualls
George and Louise Robeck
Lynn Sagar

Robert and
Georgette Schirmer

Craig L. Shumaker
John and Raeanne Soule
Ronald Spears
Jim Tobin and
Gina Heagney

Louise Wepfer and
Ed Withey

Tim and Julie Winslow

Cerulean Warbler
($250+)
Jill Allread

Paul Ballard and
Colette Lewis

Phyllis J. Barents

Beatrice H. Beech

Jill Berglund

Gilbert Bowman

Alex and Kathy Bozymowski

William and
Victoria Brander

Richard Brewer and
Katy Takahashi

Dick and Lois Brunvand
Dennis and Janice Burke
Jason Byler

John and Sally Carton
Tracy Cobb

Terry Coleman

Nina L. Consolatti

Harry and
Mary Ellen Cotterill

Robert and
Nancy Cretsinger

Tamara Crupi

Pam Dalitz

Bill and Mary Lee Dimond
Brian and Maureen Dobbie
Marilyn Doolittle

Richard and
Sandra Edwards

Valerie and Ken Eisenberg
Steve and Cindy Ellis

Joan and Hub Erickson
Monica Ann Evans

Robert and Laura Eversole
Sarah Ferguson

Dennis and Mary Frailing
Mo Garber

Dan and Linda Garrett

Rachel Gerrits
Sharon Gill
Edith Gilmore
Harold Gleaves

Barbara and
John Guinness

Linda and Charles M. Hall

Nate Hartmann

Robert and Mara Hayes

Jennifer and Matt Haywood

Ed and Ginnie Hessler

Cynthia Hingtgen and
Grant Nicol

Susie and Gerry Hoar

Kay and Bill Hokanson

Anna and Carl Il

David Jamieson

Mark Jenness and
Cheryl Lyon-Jenness

Dr. Amy Johnson

Judy Johnson and
Mark Loehrke

Rhoda Johnson
Jacqueline P. Kirley
Frank and Joan Lamb

Charles and
Mary Ann Landefeld

Jurate M. and
Carl Landwehr

Paul and Linda Locey
Alicia Ann Luft

Jim and Julie Luginbill

Jan and Vaughn Maatman
Karen Macklom

George and Linda Macleod
Denny and Eileen Mead

Matt and
Danielle Meersman

Joe Meyer and Christine Yun
Joe and Shirley Mitchell
Jane Murray

Louis Paul Nasir

Mr. Donald C. Nitz

Lynda Pelkey

Ken Peregon and
Michelle Klee

Greg Petty

Lori and Floyd Phalen
Douglas R. Ray

Eric and Martha Reid
Arthur and Janet Riley
Philip and Ellen Robertson
Cindy Roman

Thomas and
Holly Rosenhagen

Mrs. Jackie Marie Ryan

Randall and Joyce Schau
David and Susan Sheldon
Stephen and Jean Smith
Ferris and Teri Standiford
Margie and Ed Stinson
Susan and Phillip Stott
Paula Maureen Termuhlen
Gerald Tilmann

Michael A. Travis

Kathleen and
Edward VanDam

Nils and Zena Vos

Jonathan and
Anne Marie Warner

Fred and Cam Weber
Bruce and Jean Williams
Judith R. Willson

Spotted Turtle
($100+)

Anonymous (2)

Bruce Alden

Jordan and Michelle Allen
Tom and Molly Andrews
Ed Appleyard

Cari Lee Arnold

Tyler Augst

Mike Bailey

Todd Barkman

Alan Baudler

Stuart Baum

David K. Baute

Brandon and Chaney Bear
Dean and Margaret Bender
Harry and Mary Kaye Bird
Sandra Bliesener

Barbara Boven

Bob and Gail Brickman
Rudy and Diane Broekhuis
William C. and Leslie Buhl
Mr. Jewell D. Burdette
Robin K. Byrn

Joe and Nancy E. Calme
Mary Ann Carey

James Carlson and
Christine Hartzell

Jon and Patricia Carlson
Phillip and Carol Carra
Zachary I. Cattell

Blair Celano

Mike and Gayle Champagne
Judith Kay M. Chase
Charles Christianson

Ron and Margaret Cichon

Marcus Clark and
Lorrie Elliott

Penelope Cole

Andrew Conkling

Denise L. Cook

Geoffrey and Sarah Cripe
Eduardo Crotte

Michele Cudahy and
Dave DeBack

Alica N. Cummings
Frank and Sue Cunningham
Nancy and David Daugherty
Alaine Depner
Mrs. Laura Eklov
Mr. Brian D. Elliott
Roland and Lisa Emanuel
T. P. and H. J. Emerson
Hans Engelke
Nancy Engemann
Janis and John Etzcorn
Judith Farmer
Ms. Rebekah L. Fatzinger
John and Carie Faul
Connie and Steve Ferguson
Jack and Kathleen Ferguson
Kate Ferraro
Joyce Fink
Dr. and Mrs.

Clifton W. Fisher

Dr. Joshua David Fisher
Karen and Robert Fix
Elaine Fluck

Ryan and Laura Fouty

Karl and Gloria Frankena
Fred and Sandy Frederick
Mr. Ralph L. Freed

Alan L. Freid

Todd and Deborah Fritz
Harrison Fry

Artis Freye and Kevin Ulrich
Fran Galow

Paul and Janet Gilbert
Anthony and Grace Gilmore
Jeff and Bette Glindmeyer
Jim and Carol Gonzalez
Robert and Paula Gorman
Jason Gourley

Elmer R. Graber, DVM
Michael Graham

Katherine Gross and
Gary Mittelbach
Thomas Hagadone and
Pamela Miller
Dean and
Cynthia Halderson
Karen Halsted and
Patrick Cronin

Mr. Robert L. Hamel

If we have accidently omitted your name, or you find an error, we apologize. Please call Nicole at 269-324-1600 x307 so we can correct the mistake. Thank you.
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2021 Membership Donations continuep

Stephen Hamilton
Gerald and Lelane Hardie
Carol Harris

Jean Hartmann

Ms. Sassafras Havilar

Ed Henby

Elizabeth Henderson and
David Posther

Erin Heskett
Sherry L. Higgins
Heather Hill
Donna Hippensteel

Charles and
Pamela Hodgman

Jocelyn and
Richard Hodgman

Mark and
Mary Sue Hoffman

Phyllis J. Hoger
Katherine Howe
Patricia A. Huberty
Judy Jolliffe

Sarah Jordan and
Patricia Lutsky

Raelyn and Richard Joyce
Frank and Gail Jurenka

Linda and
Joseph Kanamueller

Paul and Nancy Kantor
Carolyn Kennedy

Susan Kinde

Paul and Judith Kindel
Mr. John Kleb

Robert and Nancy Klesert
Kimberlee Lynne Klocke
Harry and Colleen Kohn
Kenneth M. Kornheiser
Pat and Cheryl Krause
Jennifer Kron

Sandra L. Kuentzel
Stephen Langeland
Pamela and Lee Larson
Laura and Dale Latulippe
Carol LeFevre

Lucas and
Amelia DeLuca Leibold

Jamie Leigh

Kent and Lauri Lindquist
Cameron Lockwood

Erika Loeffler

Joanne Lowery

Joseph E. Ludy

Karen Maas

Matthew Malicki

Mrs. Jacqueline V. Mallinson
Nancy Mansberger
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Bobbi Martindale and
Jon Towne

William and
Shirley Martinus

Anne May

Stacey McCarthy

John and Debbie Mellein
James and Amy Melvin

Susan Mesch and
Justin Carinci

Bettina Meyer

John Meyer

Julia Miller

Lynn E. Miller

Mark and Ninah Miller
Linda and W. Joseph Mills
Bethany Moody
Catherine Niessink
Noel Ocen-Gorgone
Diane E. Ogasian
Sandra Olsen

Lisa Oppenheim

Sally Padgitt

Kim and Lula Palmer
Donna Marie Parr

Bill and Gerrie Peet
Will Platz

Robert and Mary Jo Poel
Tom and Raye Polasek
Alice Puchalsky

MTr. Janis Putelis, Jr.

Jeffrey Rappin and
Penny Brown

Robert and Margo Rebar
Bob and Janice Rensch

Patsy Richardson and
Bill Gingas

Robyn Richardson

Chuck Ritter

Rosamond Robbert

Eleanor Roberts

Margaret and Dwyer Roche

Cheryl Rodbard

Susanne Rose

Mary Ann Ruesink

Pamela Rups

Debbie Russell

Michael and Judy Salada

Dean Sanford

David and Janet Scarrow

David and Deb Schuette

Kathleen Schwegel

Thomas H. Seiler

Rob Servis

Rebecca J. Shank

Jack Shapiro

Todd and Kim Shook

Neil Sikora
Ms. Georgia P. Sizemore

Dan Smith and
Jeannette Greselin

Lawrence and
Babbette Smith

Norman and Mary Smith
Susan Sobeck
Ms. Victoria Staniszewski

Jean Stevens and
Jeff Bernstein

Jane Steward

Judi Stimson and Bill Myers
Michael Stoline

Ursula Storb

Richard and Mary Sutton
Sara Syswerda

Jane Ter Louw

Gordon and Carol Terry
John and Karen Thornton
Lynwood and Joan Topp
Michelle and Chris Tracy

Mr. and Mrs.
Jason and Ahni Turner

Roger and Carole Ulrich
Jeff and Donna Upchurch

Mr. and Mrs.
Peter E. Van Nice

Jan van Schaik

Carol R. VandenBerg
Lawrence and Susan Vihtelic
Louis A. Villaire

John P. Vrbancic

Holly Wait

Joseph M. and
Holly Dufty Walls

Barbara Walters
Mary Ann Wannamaker
Warren Washington
Bruce Wechsler
Brenda Wentzel
Pamela West
Chris Wheeler
John White and
Sue Frederick

Foster and
Carolyn Woodward

Diane D. Worden

Jim and Diana Wright

Steve Youngs

Robert and Beverly Zalewski

Little Brown Bat
($50+)

Anonymous

David and Wanda Aikens

Kathryn Almy and
Robert Kakuk
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Amy Anderson

Dale Anderson

Jeanne M. Anderson
Lynda Anderson

Ralph E. Babcock
Susan and Kerry Badger

Vernon Bennett III and
Sally Muniz

Susan Bond

Karen Bondarchuk and
Art Winslow

Mr. Brandon Bouwman
Mary Susan Brill

David and Barbara Brose
Karen Brown

Paula and Joe Buckman

David and
Mary Lynn B. Bugge

Mr. Kim Cauchy

Richard and
Joanne Chamberlin

Leonard and Patricia Chase
Dallas Chester

Jeanne Church

Casey Cole

Mary Colliflower

James and Catherine Coury
Pamela Dehnke

Wayne and Marj Dennis
Dan Denov

Melissa and
Craig DeSimone

Carole Deutch

Matt Diana

Joe and Julie Dill
Kathy Dorr

Mary G. Dorr

Patrick Dougherty
Jennifer L. Drake

Paul Ellenbogen
Thomas Paul Erdmann
Ann S. Evans

Kathy Fenton-Miller
Jean Frances Flower
Chris and Laura Fluke
Ms. Margo Foreman
Ann and John Fraser
Dr. Gabriela Freese
James A. Funke

Matthew and
Tomomi Geisler

Nathan Geisler and
Carrie Berger

Sue and Dave Goldenberg
Matthew Gorentz

Christopher and
Linda Gosling

Marion Gray

Kris and Marty Green
Ed and Kelly Gregory
Doug Grimm

Pat Gudlaugsson

Robert and
Sharon Handelsman

Ellen Harrington and
John Stodola

Dale P. Harrison

Susan Harrison and
Jeff Price

Amy and Kevin Hausman
James and Mary Heaton
Bob and Joan Hiddema
Frederick S. Higdon
Carol and Larry Higgins
Rick and Mary Hoffman
Tom and Lauri Holmes
Phil Hoskin

Connie and Fred Hubbell

Patrick Hudson and
Gina Frasson-Hudson

Bruce Hutchinson

Laura Huth-Rhoades and
Tom Rhoades

Deb Imbrock

David Jackson and
Margaret McAllistar

Jerre James
Sarah Jamieson

Patrick and
Celeste Chambers Jones

Amy Garver Kilbridge
Evelyn Kirkwood
Karen E. Knapp
Susan Kneeshaw
Peter Kobrak

Victor A. Kordish
Jessica Kwasny
Jacqueline Ladwein
Cheryl A. Larabee
Rita and Allan LaReau
Rachel Larner

Brian, Bridget and
Felix Leppard

John and Betty Lerg
Steven Leuty

Dora L. Mann
Victor J. Manzon
Coral Mason

Mike and
Cindy Mazurkiewicz

Kevin McCall

Mary McManus
Jacquelyn V. McShulskis
Tom Mears

Mona Medow
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Edwin F. Meyer II

John Christopher Meyer, IV
Sheryl and Mark Miller
Greg and Patrice Mindock
Alan G. Mueller

Lou Mule

Jane Norton

Paul D. Olexia

Layton E. Olson

Roger and Susan Olson
Margaret Ortlieb

Joseph and
Kathleen Ossmann

David and Carol Overton
Walter and Shirley Pascal
Rebecca Patterson
Judith Anne Peelle
Mike and Phyllis Petersen

Michael and Lisa Phillips
Bette Pierman

Barbara E. Plampin

Mr. and Mrs. Allan S. Puplis
Tim Putney

Jim and Cheryl Quebbeman
Chuck and Rose Quoss
Valerie Reed

Janet and Larry Ricco

Barbara Rider and
Fred Sammons

David Riggs

Beatrice C. Ritchie

Judy Kraft Rowe

Jan Ryan

Jeffrey and Darci Schimp

Moselle and
Steve Schoenfelder

Dale and Marlene Schultz

Lucinda A. Sebald and
Andrew Van Doren

Beth L. Shirley

Bruce and Wendy Simrod

J. Dan Skean, Jr., PhD
Harriet Slomp

Carole G. Smith

Sylvia Sperry

Ronda Spink

Kathryn Steadman

Joan G. Stewart

Richard and Olga Stieve
Sky Suydam

Donald and Linda Szeszycki
Carolyn and Gary Tolliver
Dale and Emma Turton
Lee and Pam Utke

Barbara and Joel VanDyken

2021 Gifts Beyond Membership

$1000 and Over
Anonymous (2)
Ned and Neva Asplundh

Daniel and
Michelle Becksvoort

Charles and Jan Benner
Peter Boerma

Robert Boisture

Brian and Lori Bosgraaf
Boudeman Farms

Jo Beth Bridleman

Ron and Sharron Butler

Kristi and
Stephen Chapman

John Chenault
Patricia Chipman
Thomas Coder

Cody Kresta Vineyard
& Winery LLC

Dave Coleman

Combined Insurance
Agency (Michigan
Insurance Company)

Ms. Eugenia Elliott
John and Shannon Floyd

Thomas and
Barbara Gelehrter

Richard T. Groos
James R. Hewitt
Mal and Pat Hickok

Susan Houseman and
Curtis Hall

William and Deb Hughes
Ed and Kathy Knox

Cassandra J. Lems

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy -

Robert and Joyce Leppard
John and

Maureen Lewandowski
Robert Linderman

Lutheran Church
of the Savior

Mr. and Mrs. William Martin

Helen McCauslin and
Gene Radtke

Henry Miller

Charlotte G. Mittler
Jeffrey Mohney

Jerry Stewart

Joel and Florence Orosz
Stan and Connie Rajnak
Pamela Rups

Lynn Sagar

Raymond Schincariol
Robert G. Stickland
Peter D. Ter Louw
George N. Todd

Tyden Ventures, LLC
Roger and Carole Ulrich

United Way of
Greater St. Louis

Jeremy VanEyk

C. Glen Walter and
Edite Balks Walter MD

Jim and Diana Wright
Laurie Young
Pamela and Arno Yurk

Up to $1000
Anonymous (10)
Nancy Acker

Scott and Mary Aldrich
Mr. Todd Alfes

Melody Allen and
Bruce Caple

Susan Allen
Rosanne Ammirati
Amy Anderson
David A. Anderson

Michael and
Charlotte Anton

Jared Arnold

Liz Arseneau

Isao Asakura

Scott Atkinson

Cinda Axley

Korine and Jeff Blyveis
Jean L. Bailey

Laura Baird

Kathleen Baker

William H. and Ann Baker
Bud and Judi Baldwin
Phyllis J. Barents

Lois Bates

Joan Bauer

David K. Baute

Sandra Beach

Beatrice H. Beech
Rebecca Beech

Robert and Janet Beemer
JoAnne Beertema

Dean and Margaret Bender
Alison Benefico

Susan R. Benner

Lisa Benscoter

8395 East Main St., Galesburg, Ml 49053

Amy and Rick Verkow
Ann Videtich

Karen Wagner

John and Amy Walters
Theresa Waters

Dennis James Weipert
Virginia Wells

Don White

Susan L. Whitney

Robert and Rebecca Wilcox
Larry and Rose Wile
Jerry and Donna Wilinski
R.J. Williams

Mark Winkel

Shirley Wise

Marie Woolum

Pat Wright-Flessner
Jonathan Wuepper

Vita Benson

Harry and Mary Kaye Bird
Jim and Patti Birkes
Nancy Bishop

Betty Bledsoe

Dr. Jack Bley

Melinda J. Bloom

David Blum

Norman Bober

Tammy and
Steve Bodzianowski

Brett Bonthron

Jeremy and
Marleen Bottoms

Sherwood and
Sharon Boudeman

Barbara Boven

Cheri Branch

Kathy Breyfogle

Rick Brigham

Kay Ann Brookey

Susan and Tom Brooks
Bev and Chuck Brown
Dave Brown

Hugh and Rebecca Brown
Mark and Gail Brown

Bob and Betsy Bruins
Dick and Lois Brunvand
William C. and Leslie Buhl
Christopher C. Bunch
Rose Bundy

Dana Buoscio and
John Szewezyk

George and Pat Burgoyne

269-324-1600 -

Laurel Yoder

Betsy York and
Demetrhea Terrien

Nancy and Joseph Young

Business, Club &
Group Memberships
Kalamazoo Garden Club
Consumers Energy

Great Lakes Adventure Club

Grow and Show
Garden Club

Liberty Hyde

Bailey Museum
Parchment Garden Club
Petal Pushers Garden Club
Schlessman Seed Co.
Secure Start Inspections
South Haven Garden Club

Sue Burkhard

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Burnell
Bryan and Jordan Burroughs
James L. Butcher

David and
Mary Lou Butkovich

Jim Campau
Valerie Campbell
Greer Candler
Ruth Caputo
Josh Carlson

Sharon Carlson and
Thomas Dietz

Tim Carlson

Phillip and Carol Carra
Michael Carroll
Lawrence Carter

Nick and Kathy Carter
Philip Carter

Nicole L. Case

Heather Catania

Richard and
Joanne Chamberlin

Mike and Gayle Champagne

John R. and
Barbara A. Chenault

Dallas Chester

James Chinworth

Tony and Traci Chipman
Rose Mary Ciraulo
Martha and Hurshal Clark
Mark and Mary Clyne
Matthew Clysdale

Tracy Cobb
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2021 Gifts Beyond Membership continuep

Sarah Cohen

Henry and Becky Cole
Penelope Cole

Casey Cole

Frank Conklin

Jeff Conner and
Bufty Silverman

Eileen Coscarelli

Harry and
Mary Ellen Cotterill

Doug Coulter and
Pam Hoppe

C. Robert and Marcia Cowell
Jackie Cowing

Mark Cretsinger

Nancy and Ron Crowell
Kalman and Becky Csia
Katie Cubr

Theodore and
Pamela Cummins

Cutting and Cutting, PC
Larry and Lin Czapla
Joseph and Susan Czolgosz
Pam Dalitz

Greg and Roxane Danneffel
C. Miko Dargitz

Cameron Davis

Randy Day and Betsy Floria
Theresa Debelak

Peter and Amanda DeBoer

Maurice Decoster and
Sonia Hill

Mike and
Martha DeGrandchamp

Suzanne and
Andrew DeGraves

Martha and Gary Deuel
Pamela R. Dewey

Gary and Marjory Dietz

Dr. and Mrs. John Dircks
Kathryn M. Docherty

Erwin and Debra Doerschler
Marilyn Doolittle

Mary G. Dorr

Mari Draeger

Tacie and Martin Draznin

David Dvorak and
Karol Peterson

Dykstra Family

Margaret Eaton

George and Beverly Ebersole
Bruce and Martha Edger
Emily Egan

Trey and Becky Eldridge
Helen Elkiss

David W. and Nikki J. Elrod

Dave Enerson

20 Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy «

Hans Engelke

Joan and Hub Erickson
Sally Esman

Scott Evett

Molly Fairbanks and
Richard Pulaski

Ann and Greg Feldmeier
Jack and Kathleen Ferguson
Yvonne Ferrara

Kate Ferraro

Shon and Sam Field
Wendy Field

Jerry Fitzgerald

Michael Fleckenstein

Jeff and Mary Fleming
Mr. Kelly Ford

Lisa Wagner Forrest
Dennis and Mary Frailing

Michael and
Sharon Frandsen

Mr. Ralph L. Freed

Jim and Shirley Freeman
Kent and Jeryl Fuller

Mike Gaerte

Mike and Kathy Gallagher
John Galler

Jim and Joy Gardner

Rene' and Bill Garrity
Deborah Geiger

Timothy and Paula Geiman
Alfred and Jean Gemrich
Jack and Martha Gesmundo
Geum Services, Inc.

Julie Gidwitz

Paul and Janet Gilbert
Sharon Gill

Binney Girdler

Gayle Girou

Sue Glenn

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Glover
Jay and Cindi Gooch
Nancy Goodrich

Ms. Barbara Goodwin

Christopher and
Linda Gosling

Michael Graham
Jerry and Becky Gray

Brandon and
Tiffany Greenfield

Nancy A. Greenlees

Teresa Greenlees

Neal Grove

Bruce and Jeanne Grubb
Pat Gudlaugsson

Barbara and John Guinness

Kevin Haight and
Mindy Russell-Haight

Protecting Nature:

Ms. MaryEllen Hains

Ms. Caroline Hall

Dyrk Hamilton

Gerald and Lelane Hardie
Barb Hart

Barbara Hasan

Janelle Haselhuhn
Harriet Hassle

Larry and Noel Hayward
Jennifer and Matt Haywood
James and Mary Heaton
Thomas Hegewald

Ms. Eileen Hellwege
Gary and Mary Herder
Erin Heskett

Mrs. Margie L. Hiestand
Barbara Hinch

Pam Hjelmquist

Terry Hluchyj and
Richard Roosenberg

Tom and Lois Hoekstra

Drs. April and
David Hoffman

Mark and
Mary Sue Hoffman

Laurie Hogan-McLean
Phyllis J. Hoger

Katya Hokanson

Linda Holden

Heidi Hollenbach-Wall
Carolyn Hornev

Marie Houghton

Wayne and
Sally Householder

Tom and Sally Howe
Thomas T. and Brigitte Huff

Allan Hunt and
Rochelle Habeck

James and Jennifer Hurst

Laura Huth-Rhoades and
Tom Rhoades

Germaine Hylok
Leslie Irish

David Jackson and
Margaret McAllistar

Craig and Mary Jbara

Mark Jenness and
Cheryl Lyon-Jenness

Dr. Amy Johnson

Andrew and
Patricia Johnson

Judy Johnson and
Mark Loehrke

Rhoda Johnson

Sheila Johnson

Mr. William C. Johnson
Doug Jonas

Cher M. Jones

Summer 2022: Vol.31,No.2 -

Patrick and
Celeste Chambers Jones

Paul and Suzanne Jones
Raelyn and Richard Joyce
Roxanne Junge

Ina Juretschke

Debra Kadzban

Wilma J. Kahn

Kalamazoo Area Women's

Club - GFWC
Kalamazoo Garden Club
Valdis and Laila Kalnins

Dr. Sona Kalousdian and
Dr. Ira Lawrence

Paula Kanaan

Paul and Nancy Kantor
Laura Kao

John Jozef Kapenga
David Karowe

Susan Kavanaugh

Jay Emerson Kellaway, MD
Beth Keller

Robert and Donna Keller
Elizabeth Palmer Kellogg
Sarah Eileen Kelly

Stephanie and
Robert Kennedy

Patrick Kenning

Judith A. Kepler

Tom and Leslee Kilbourne
Evelyn Kirkwood

Renee Kivikko

Ellie Klemm

Jim and Carolyn Kline
Kevin Kline

Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Kline

Amy Theresa
Klingel-Plucinski

Ann Klobucar
Kimberlee Lynne Klocke
Bruce and Mary Klosner
Wes Knollenberg

Leslie Kocher

Harry and Colleen Kohn
Nancy Kolas

Peter and Judy Kosick
William H. Krasean, Jr.
Matthew and Angela Kuiper
Tom Kunetz

Lake Michigan Beach
Property Owners Assoc.

Freya E. Lake
Cal Lamoreaux

Chris and
Mary Lampen-Crowell

Stephen Langeland
Susan Larner

Lawrence and
Kathleen Larson

R.M. Larson

Robin Larson

Dorothy M. LaRue
Natalie LaRue

Laura and Dale Latulippe

Dr. and Mrs.
A. Gregory Laurell

Dr. Linda M. Law

Dan and Jeanne Lawson
Marilyn Lee

Daniel Leep

Kendra Leep

Peter LeFevre

Amy Lehman

Candace Cole Leonard
David Lerner

Barbara Leslie

Mitch Lettow

Valerie Levan

Keith and Julie Lewandowski
Debra Lewis

Emily Lievense

Diane Lindahl

Ron J. Logan

Girts Lorencis

Joanne Lowery

Richard Luedecking and
Yvonne Keener

Chuck Lund

Dr. Rebecca Lyman
Patrick M. Lynch
Garrad and Moira Macleod
Paul and Gail MacNellis
Nancy Mansberger

Jim and Paula Marcoux
Jennifer Mark

George and Gail Martin
Kris Martin

Pamela Martin

Robert Martin

Bobbi Martindale and
Jon Towne

Coral Mason

Peter and Susan Mathews
David C. Maturen

Bill and Jeannette Maxey
Anne May

Deanna Mayo

Judy Mayo and Sid Aaron
Dave and Joy McBride
David J. McCarthy
Stephen C. McCloskey
Emily McDonald

Shawn McKenney

Annual Report & Highlights

Matthew McLarnon
Carrie McLeod

Rose McManus-Scamehorn
Mrs. Lisa H. McNeel

Tom Mears

Kathleen M. Meyer
Microsoft Corporation
Dennis and Ann Miczulski
Dr. David J. Millard

Anna Mae S. Miller
Donald Miller

Henry Miller

Joanne Miller and
Paul Rehkopf

Margaret I. Miller
Neville Miller

David S. Mindell

Joe and Shirley Mitchell
John and Roberta Mitchell
Sandy Mitchell
Charlotte G. Mittler
Jeffrey Mohney

Colten Scheurer Monaghan
Jim Montgomery

Dawn Morse

Ron Morton

Dr. Amy Mulligan

Andy and Lana Murch
Stacey Murphy

Vi Murphy

Jane Murray

Samir Murty

Matthew Nahodil

Sara and Tim Nemeth
Dr. Mark A. Noffsinger
Christin Nohner

Dr. Sandra E. Nordmark
Robin and Nancy Nott
Brian and Katy O'Boyle
Terry O'Connor

Bert and Jan Ogden

Lisa O'Keefe

Paul D. Olexia

Joan Orman and Eric Bekker
Joel and Florence Orosz

David Ostrem and
Andrea Stork

Bill and Judith Ott
Thomas Ouvry

David and Carol Overton
Dr. Richard M. Oxhandler
Donald Packard

Janet Padilla

Manit Pahuja

Donna Marie Parr

Rodger Parzyck

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy -

Chetas Patel

Rebecca Patterson

Bill and Gerrie Peet
Steven and Lisa Peet
Lynda Pelkey

Louis J. Pepoy

Kay Perry

Linda Peterson

Robert and Julie Peterson
Greg Petty

Stephen E. Pew and
Kathleen M. Keelan Pew

John and Mary Jane Pickell
Luigi and

Anne Marie Pintore
Julie and Michael Pioch
Janene Pirbhai
Zaide Pixley and John Fink
Robert and Susan Pleznac
Cliff Plummer
Jerry and Julie Portman
Jasen and Mary Potts
Tom and Linda Powell
Caitlin Powers
Franklin and Paula Presler
Brian Priest
Probate Judges Emeriti, Inc.
Alice Puchalsky
Kathy Pullano
Mr. and Mrs. Allan S. Puplis
Carol Purdy
Gerald D. Purdy, MD
Chuck and Rose Quoss
Kathleen Rabbers
Stan and Connie Rajnak

Jeffrey Rappin and
Penny Brown

Debra Rappold
Donn Raseman

Mr. John and
Mrs. Carol Rasmussen

Heather and Jim Ratliff
Dennis and Patti Regan
Peter Reimers

RWC Advocacy

Leah Rettig

Robyn Richardson

Barbara Rider and
Fred Sammons

Thomas Riker

Philip and Ellen Robertson
Cheryl Rodbard

Clyde and Nancy Rode
Charles and Marisa Roesner
Mary Lou and Chris Rohwer
Cindy Roman

Brianna Romines

Harold Ronk

Thomas and
Holly Rosenhagen

Dr. and Mrs.
Arthur H. Rossof

Judy Kraft Rowe

Paul and Janice Runnels
Jeremy Ruppel

Pamela Rups

Mary Elaine Rusin
Debbie Russell

Reshmi Rustebakke
Jason Rutgers

Corinn Rutkoski

Sean Ryan

Sarah Rydecki

Lynn Sagar

Michael and Judy Salada
Jim and Rachel Sankofski
David and Janet Scarrow
Elizabeth Schelle
Raymond Schincariol
Diane and Eric Schlanser
Ruth E. Schmitter

Jennifer Schwab and
Tom Miller

Judy Scott

Lucinda A. Sebald and
Andrew Van Doren

Rachelle Secson
Lawrence J. Sehy
Thomas H. Seiler

Eric and Georgina Shafer
Rebecca J. Shank

Cybelle Shattuck

David and Susan Sheldon
Sarah Shinske

Bruce and Kathy Shurtz

Louise Silberman and
Chris Galle

Charles Sittig

Rebecca Sive and
Steve Tomashefsky

George Sleeper

Harriet Slomp

Sarah L. Smith

Patricia Ann Smits

Sara Nicole Smothers
George J. and Sarah A. Sotos
Deborah Sparbel

Nicole Speedy

Jim and Carol Springer
Tom and Nancy Springer
Wes and Dee Stafford
Karla Stanley

Judy Stearns

Cheri and Ross Stein

8395 East Main St., Galesburg, Ml 49053

Howard Steiner

Sue Stejskal and
Andy Rosenbaum

Sylvia S. Stevens
Jerry Stewart

Robert G. Stickland
Bob and Kathy Straits
Matthew Strebeck

Laura Strehlow and
Walt Oberheu

Steve and Sarah Stryd
David Stumbras

Bonnie Sullivan

Bradley and Kathy Sullivan
Dr. Corbin Sullivan
Brian L. Supplee

Richard and Mary Sutton
David and Susan Taylor
Shannon Taylor

Lorena Templin

Peter D. Ter Louw

Steven Terranella

Julie Testori

Caitlin Thomas

Judith Thomas

Mike and Pam Thomas
Christy Tigchelaar

Jim Tobin and
Gina Heagney

George N. Todd

Gerry Tregerman
Stephen and Irene Trivers
Beth Troxell

Shirley Tucker

Mr. and Mrs.
Jason and Ahni Turner

Roger and Carole Ulrich

United Way of
Greater St. Louis

Jeff and Donna Upchurch
Philip Vacco

Ms. Virginia Van Andel
Elizabeth Van Ark

Bill and Susan Van Dis
Mark Van Eizenga

Gary Van Horn

Edward Vander Kooy
Gerald Vander Velde
Jeremy vanEyk

Janice Vanfaasen

Nicole Vaughn

Ann and Greg Veeck
David and Danielle Veenstra
Terri Veldman

William and Carol Venema
Holly Vestal

Adam Wagner

269-324-1600 -

David and Lorri Walch
Amelia G. Waldron
Amy Walker

C. Glen Walter and
Edite Balks Walter MD

Gail Walter and Tom Nehil
Barbara Walters

Weavers and
Fiber Artists Inc.

Joshua and Pamela Weiner
Mike Weis

Dave and Joan Wendling
Glenn and Nancy Wengert
Adam Westhouse

Chris Wheeler

John White and
Sue Frederick

Janice Wick
Kyle Wick

Wild Ones, Kalamazoo
Area Chapter

Dave and Jan Wilder
Caroline Anne Wilhelm
TJ and Julia Wilkinson
Bruce and Jean Williams
R.J. Williams

Genevieve Willson
Steven Winkler

Tim and Julie Winslow
Kristina Wirtz

Nicholas and
Claire Wolterstorff

Eugene and Vivian Wood

Foster and
Carolyn Woodward

Susan and Gerald Wray
Jim and Diana Wright
Michael Wright

Pat and Sherry Wykstra
Richard and Julie Wyrwa
Betty H. Yagi

Betsy York and
Demetrhea Terrien

Laurie Young

Pamela and Arno Yurk
Amy Zaagman

Joel Zemans

Amanda and
Peter Ziemkowski

Ben and Kathryn Zimont
Susan Zuiderveen
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Matching Gifts

The Bank of America
Charitable Foundation

The Benevity Community
Impact Fund

First National Bank

IBM International
Foundation

Microsoft Corporation

Pfizer Foundation
Matching Gifts Program

Thomson Reuters

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Grants

Amazon Smile

Arbor Financial Credit
Union, The Caring
Committee

Donations

Honor Gifts

Robin Byrn
In honor of Emily Wilke

Dylan Caple

To honor the birthday of
my dad, Bruce Caple, who
volunteers for SWMLC

Patrick Cronin

In recognition of

Jay Bonsignore

Ann and Greg Feldmeier
In honor of Hilary Hunt
Rick and Mary Hoffman

In honor of Dave and
Nancy Clark

Paula Jamison

In honor of Betty Lee Ongley
Brian and Katy O'Boyle
Happy Father's Day,

Bob O'Boyle!

Ailsa McCulloch
In honor of Rebecca Lyman

Sarett Nature Center

In honor of Mitch Lettow’s
presentation to the Silver Fox
group

Bruce and Kathy Shurtz

In honor of Mary Brill

Mary Ellen Whittaker

In honor of the marriage of
Nate Freeman and Nicole
Ebderhart

In honor of the wedding of
Alexandra Hargraves and
Brett Jackson

Kellye Baum
Brad Lowry
Jim Pujats

22 Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy

The Arctica and Abbey
Foundation

Audubon Society
of Kalamazoo

Battle Creek Community
Foundation

Burdick-Thorne Foundation
The Carls Foundation

Consumers Energy
Foundation

Cornell Lab of Ornithology

Evanston Community
Foundation, Red Bud
Fund

Evergreene Foundation

The H.P. and Genevieve
Connable Fund

Memorials

Dick and Lois Brunvand
In memory of Bob Andree

Christine, Deb, and Jamie
In memory of Bill Carbines

Nancy Sulfridge
In memory of Joseph Ferrara

Philip Willson and Jane Bagg
In memory of Tom Sheehan

In memory of
Dorothy Appleyard
Ed Appleyard

Chuck and Sue Hefner
David and MaryJo Reilly
In memory of Marlene Clark
Craig Allen
Kevin Hugh Floria
Nancy and Steve Huston
William and Susan King
Meredith MacGregor Miller
Thomas and

Margo Vuchetich
In memory of Pam Dewey
Bill and Jane Adams
William and Carol Beckius
Debi Brown-Lewis
Peggy Butler
Linda Ford
Dawn Gilroy
Deborah L. Houdyshell
Jeffery and Patty Irwin
Doug and Stacey Pennock
Michael and Jennifer Roth
Lisa Skoczylas

Southwest Michigan
Financial LLC

The Esther and George
Jaruga Charitable
Foundation

JustGive - GreatNonprofits

The Nancy Malcomson
Connable Fund

Network for Good

Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes,
and Energy — Highbanks
Creek Watershed
Restoration Grant

Land Trust Alliance

The Sam Fund

South Haven/Van Buren

County Convention &
Visitor's Bureau

USDA NRCS, Cass County
Conservation Reserve
Program

USDA NRCS, St. Joseph
County, Conservation
Reserve Program

US Fish & Wildlife Service,
Heath Road Preserve
Wetland Restoration Grant

Lawrence and Sylvia A.
Wong Foundation

In-Kind Donations

Anonymous
Stewardship supplies and
equipment

Mr. Ed A. Austin
Parking lot plowing at
Portman Nature Preserve

Community Homeworks
2015 Coleman AT400 4x4 ATV

Ronald L. Johnson
Mowing charges at Coon
Hollow Preserve

Daniel Leep
2004 Honda Odyssey

William Gregory Myrkle, Jr.
Warbler photo for digital use

Corinn Rutkoski
Linocut prints of native and
threatened MI flora

Sanford Financial
Investment donation processing

Jordan Semark
Valued portion of a 1999 Dodge
Ram 1500 Quad Cab Shortbed

You make our work possible.
* February 1, 2022 - June 15, 2022 Thank you!

Mark and
Barbara Waterman

Donald and Annette White

In-Kind Donations
Bradley and Kathy Sullivan
2016 Honda Odyssey

Gift Memberships

Anonymous
John and Kate Ray

Jennifer Haywood
Chris and Jen Stafford

Chris and Katie Youngs
Dan Patton
Adam Knapp

Glen and Edite Walter
Myron and Rita Reincke

WELCOME TO NEW
MEMBERS!
Mitchell's Satyr
Butterfly ($1000+)

Paula Maureen Termuhlen

Cerulean Warbler
($250+)

Timothy Christopher Brandt
Andrea Burke

Nancy Kolas

Dr. Corbin Sullivan

Spotted Turtle
($100+)

Dave Armintrout
Josh Carlson

Jessica Hagen

Joyce Irvine
Elisabeth Kaltenbach

Protecting Nature: summer2022: vol.31,No.2 -

Ken Lawson
Richard A. Prince
Paul and Janice Runnels
James and

Diane Weatherhead
Little Brown Bat
($50+)
Suzanne Bosek
Cindy Eichbauer
Jean Marie De Mott
Marilyn Lee
Lauren and Ben Manting
Nancy Mineweaser
Bryan Pegg
Erik Pennebaker
Pamela S. Reeves
Talus Rutgers
Amy Seymour
Vern and Lyda Stillwell
Sara Stockinger
Rick and Laurel Stravers
Mary Strehlow
Ed and Marcia Szumowski
David and Susan Taylor
Jonathan Waldron
Janice Wick

Business
Memberships

Down to Earth
Well-Being, LLC

Grants

Michigan Department of
Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy —
319 Paw Paw River
Watershed Grant

North American Wetlands
Conservation Act/Ducks
Unlimited Mallard Grant

Matching Gifts
Pfizer Foundation
Matching Gifts Program
Pfizer Foundation
Annual Giving Program
Stryker Matching
Funds Program

These local sponsors are helping to bring nature to our community.

Thank you!

Society

Audubon

of Kalamazoo

i

Consumers Energy B

FOUNDATION

mNDEE

%*Petal
Pushers

GARDEMN CLUB

landscape

Palisades Power Plant

CoDY KRESTA =

i

SHGC

SCUTH HAVET BARDEN CLUA

FOUTHHEVERGARDERILE ORG.

Would you like to see your business save open space, care for nature, and connect people to the outdoors? Bring purpose and meaning to
your organization or business by joining these generous community supporters. Call Nicole at 269-324-1600 x307 to find out how!

New 2021 Portman’s Legacy Wine Coming July 29th!

Annual Report & Highlights

Make a difference
for nature every
month

Set up a sustaining
membership that
will be automatically
billed to your credit
card and you will
provide Southwest
Michigan Land
Conservancy with

a stable source of
support. You decide
how much you want
to contribute and
how often: monthly,
quarterly, semi-
annually, or annually.

It's easy: set up your
account by typing:
www.swmlc.org/
membership

or use this QR code.

(2533 m

ORTMAN'S

EGACY

Once again, Cody Kresta Vineyard
& Winery has created a delicious

CODY KRESTA

wine exclusively for Southwest
Michigan Land Conservancy in support
of Portman Nature Preserve, which is
located just around the corner from
them. We're honored to be associated
with this small family winery that
specializes in hand-crafted wines,

humbled by their ongoing commitment to protecting nature in their

Vineyard & Winery

45727 27th St, Mattawan, M| 49071

(269) 668-3800

neighborhood, and very grateful for their continued support!

www.codykrestawinery.com

Savor a glass of Portman’s Legacy on Cody Kresta's peaceful patio or in their
Tuscan-inspired tasting room. Or purchase it by the bottle to give as gifts (to
others — or yourself!) Either way, you will be supporting local farmers and

local land conservation!

Wine label illustration by Amelia Hansen

Double Your Impact! Many corporations match contributions made to Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy.

Are you an employee of — or retired from — a company with a matching gift program? Send your company form along with your gift
and we'll be happy to follow-up! Call Nicole at 269-324-1600 x307 or email her at nmspeedy@swmlc.org.

Your online shopping
dollars can still help
nature locally when

you use Amazon Smile

SWMLC advocates local shopping whenever possible, but sometimes
that hard-to-find item is only available online. When that happens,
AmazonSmile has nearly all the same stuff as regular Amazon, but
automatically donates 0.5% of the purchase price to your chosen charity.

It's easy to sign up: just go to smile.amazon.com, sign into your regular

It really adds up!

Between January 1 and June 30, 2021,
supporters who named SWMLC to be
their designated charity generated
a $238.49 donation - simply by

account (or open one), choose a charity (pick us!), then continue shopping shopping AmazonSmile!
- it even works with Prime and with your Amazon mobile app.

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy -

8395 East Main St., Galesburg, MI 49053 269-324-1600 -

Thank

www.swmlc.org

you!
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Thom Coder
Chair

Earl Werner
Vice-Chair

Thomas Georgoff
Treasurer

TJ Wilkinson
Secretary

Robert Burr

Erwin H. Doerschler
Sharon Gill
Thomas Groos
Bruce Grubb

Keto Gyekis
Jennifer Haywood
James Hettinger
John Lewandowski
Dathan Lumpkins
William Main
Michael Nave

Gail Walter

STAFF

Peter D. Ter Louw
President and Executive Director

Dave Brown
Stewardship Specialist

C. Miko Dargitz
Development Associate

Justin Gish
Land Protection Specialist

Amelia Hansen
Communications Specialist

Mitch Lettow
Stewardship Director

Anna McClurkan
Stewardship Crew

Ben Miller ‘
Stewardship Crew '

Cindy Mills
Conservation Easement
Specialist

Nicole Speedy
Operations Director

Kaleigh Winkler
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Permit No. 1

Saturday, August 27 - 10am-12pm

(early check-in to avoid the brunch line starts at 9:15 am)

Wau-Ke-Na, W.E. Smith Preserve - South Tract
Glenn, Mlchlgan

Annual Business Meeting

Catch up with friends and tap your toes to the guitar/violin
swing of jazz trio The Birdseed Salesmen at Wau-Ke-Na,
South Tract. Enjoy a light outdoor brunch while learning
about SWMLC's last 12 months and our future plans, help us
bid a fond farewell to several outgoing board members, and
give a warm welcome to our new ones. Then join us after
the business meeting to discover more about Wau-Ke-Na
Preserve! Hope to see you there!

RSVP: please respond by August 15

Please send an email to conserveland@swmlc.org or give us
a call at 269-324-1600, x302 to let us know you’re coming.
You can find directions, maps, and other preserve info on
our website by scanning this QR code or by typing: www.
swmlc.org/project/wau-ke-na-south

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation. Our mission is to conserve ecologically important
and scenic landscapes that give our region its natural character — now and for generations to come.

All programs and services are provided on a nondiscriminatory basis. Federal EIN 38-3038708
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