
SWMLC protects nature in these Southwest Michigan counties: 

Allegan   •   Barry   •   Berrien   •   Branch   •   Calhoun   •   Cass   •   Kalamazoo   •   St. Joseph   •   Van Buren

restoring habitat   •   conserving water quality   •   supporting biodiversity   •   strengthening climate resiliency

connecting people and nature   •   helping families protect the land they love
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Includes 2024 Annual Report & Highlights

Orchard Road Bog, from 
the air and on the ground 
Barry County, MI 

Photos, Keto Gyekis and Amelia Hansen
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All-Volunteer Board . . . 
in support of nature
Michael Larson, SWMLC President and Executive Director

SWMLC’s all-volunteer board commit to three-year terms and 
receive no compensation for their service. They come from 
a range of occupations (or former occupations): our current 
board includes business professionals, economists, educators, 
financial professionals, lawyers, local government officials, 
and scientists. But it’s not about their titles. It's about the 
special something that each person brings with them, whether 
that’s their skills, experience, knowledge, network, positive 
energy, wisdom, or strong community connections. 

A non-profit organization’s board members play a key role 
in its success, so we choose them very carefully. In recruiting 
new board members, we look for folks who can help us reach 
our strategic goals  – conserving more acres, stewarding the 
land and water we’ve already protected, and improving the 
community’s access to nature – while doing it in a financially 
sustainable way. We value input from a wide range of 
perspectives, so we’re working to increase our board’s diversity 
of skill sets and life experiences. Critically, they must all be 
passionate about protecting nature, whether they have a 
conservation background or not. 

Land conservation is a complicated endeavor that combines 
natural sciences, law, finance, real estate, education, 
marketing, recreation, and more. A good board (like ours) is 
curious, listens, and asks questions. To better understand our 

complex work, SWMLC’s board members regularly educate 
themselves by attending staff presentations, question-and-
answer sessions, and topical webinars provided by the Land 
Trust Alliance and others. 

They also provide crucial checks and balances, offering 
guidance and perspectives the staff can’t easily see for 
themselves. They are the guardrails that help maintain an 
ethical, stable, functional organization. They have final say on 
all of SWMLC’s land protection deals, and review and approve 
budgets created by staff. We also ask our board members 
to serve on committees devoted to specific areas of work, 
such as finance, human resources, resiliency, and resource 
development. Many of them are also on our Land Protection 
and Stewardship Teams. 

I can honestly say that SWMLC’s board of directors is one of 
the best I’ve ever worked with. These people are smart, they 
care, and they show up! I want to give a special thank you to 
the three outgoing board members who have each served two 
consecutive three-year terms and helped see SWMLC through 
many recent changes: Sharon Gill, Keto Gyekis, and Mike 
Nave. It’s very hard to say goodbye! At the same time, I want 
to welcome four new people to the board: Amy Cherry, Daywi 
Cook, Jennifer Kanine, and Michele Richards. I’m glad you’re 
onboard and look forward to working with you!

Chipman Preserve, Kalamazoo County   |   Amelia Hansen

The phrase “board of directors” may bring stereotypes to mind – perhaps blustering men in suits seated 
around a long table, making decisions on a whim while chuffing on big cigars, a scene straight out of a 
movie.  This image couldn’t be further from reality at SWMLC!  Instead, please picture a group of caring 
women and men from diverse backgrounds who generously donate their time, talents, and expertise in 
support of something they all love: nature. 

Keto Gyekis

“The past six years as a SWMLC board and committee member have flown by. With my 
heavy workload as an ecologist with the State of Michigan, I found that I could attend 
only a select number of meetings and events; however, I thought it extremely important 
to serve my local community as a part of this organization, hopefully being a positive 
role model for my young daughter and others who might consider public service. This 
attitude is now even more important as our country struggles toward an uncertain future.  
Serving as part of the SWMLC board of directors has been a positive experience for me, 
and I’ve especially enjoyed working with the core staff at this land conservancy. They are 
amazingly talented, hardworking, and dedicated to the mission!”

Sharon Gill

“I’ve had the honor of conducting research on SWMLC properties 
over the past decade or so. Serving on the board has allowed 
me to reciprocate, just a little, in support of the hard work and 
dedication shown by the amazing SWMLC staff to conserve 
and steward nature in the region. We need this work more than 
ever and I’m so grateful to have had the opportunity to serve an 
organization that I value so deeply.”

“My experience at SWMLC was well worth the time and effort. The 
staff were very knowledgeable and enthusiastic. They have a vast 
understanding of conservation easements, grant writing, botany and 
so much more. I appreciated the board with their different skill sets. 
They were also very generous with time and resources. I am sure that 
the organization will continue their good work in land protection.”

Michael Nave

It's hard to say so long to these
three friends who we have worked with 

shoulder-to-shoulder for the past six years!

Goodbye and Thank You,
 Departing Board Members!

Mike Larson, SWMLC President and Executive Director   •   mlarson@swmlc.org   •   269-324-1600 x307
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Thank you for stepping up – 
we look forward to working with you!

Amy Cherry has devoted her adult life to 
Experiential Education, working 37 years 
at the Battle Creek Outdoor Education 
Center in Dowling, MI.  For many years, 
she taught 3rd and 4th grade life sciences 
at the school farm’s hands-on gardening 
program, then served as Director for 13 
years before retiring in spring of 2023. She 
earned a BA in Elementary Education 
from the University of Cincinnati and a 
MSEd in Outdoor Teacher Education 
from Northern Illinois University (NIU). 
As a graduate assistant at NIU’s Taft 
Field Campus she was introduced to 

native grassland preservation and, after 
participating in several prairie burns, she 
was hooked! After graduating and moving 
to Michigan, her interest continued to 
develop while exploring many remnant 
prairies alongside her now-husband, Jason 
Cherry. Together with their two sons, they 
spent countless hours collecting seeds and 
participating in controlled burns. With her 
background in experiential education and 
staff development – and her keen interest 
in native habitat restoration – Amy looks 
forward to being of service to SWMLC.

Amy Cherry

Daywi Cook’s roots in southwest Michigan 
run deep – her family has lived in the area 
for five generations! She currently serves 
as Supervisor for Covert Township, a rural 
community on the Lake Michigan shore 
that contains over 1,500 acres of protected 
dunes, wetlands, forests, and rare coastal 
plain marshes. Prior to being elected to this 
position in 2022, she served as chair of the 
township’s Park Advisory Committee for 
seven years, where she led the update of 
Covert’s Five-Year Park Plan and successfully 
secured grants and loans for several major 
capital improvement projects at Covert Park 
Beach & Campground. Daywi earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in Advertising and Public 

Relations from Loyola University Chicago 
and began her career with a major dining 
cruise company where she held roles in 
operations, accounting, and marketing – 
which equipped her to take on multiple 
roles in local government, where her 
leadership and dedication have earned 
recognition awards such as Moody on the 
Market’s 40 Under 40 and Market One’s 
Municipal Trailblazer Award. Daywi lives 
with her family of four in Covert Township, 
where her passion for the natural world 
is reflected in her love for homesteading, 
hiking, foraging, and enjoying time in the 
woods on her family’s land.Daywi Cook

Michele Richards has dedicated over 27 
years to environmental  management, 
with 21 of them spent working at Fort 
Custer Training Center for the Michigan 
Army National Guard. Currently, 
she manages programs related to 
natural resources, wildland fire, and 
climate adaptation. Michele holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in Earth Science and 
Environmental Studies from Western 
Michigan University and a Master’s 
in Environmental Policy from the 
University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. 
Throughout her career, Michele has 
built extensive expertise in climate 
adaptation, prescribed fire,endangered 
species management, and invasive 
species control. Her involvement 
spans professional councils and 
working groups, including leadership 
roles in the Michigan Prescribed 
Fire Council, the Army National 
Guard Environmental Advisory 

Council, and the Michigan Climate 
Coalition. Michele's commitment to 
maintaining balance between military 
operations and ecological sustainability 
have earned multiple awards for 
natural resource conservation and 
environmental stewardship. She is 
a recognized leader in conservation 
efforts, often contributing to national 
projects and local conservation 
initiatives. In her other roles, Michele’s 
three amazing daughters and two 
grandchildren bring her great joy. She 
and her husband contribute to cultural 
resource management on a personal 
level through their 17-year effort to 
restore an 1877 Italianate farmhouse 
(aka the money pit). She deeply loves 
the unsalted waters of the Great Lakes 
where she grew up and spends as 
much time in their glorious presence as 
possible.

Michele Richards

Dr. Jennifer Kanine obtained her 
bachelor’s in natural resources and 
master’s in conservation biology from 
Central Michigan University. Jennifer 
graduated with a Doctorate in Forest 
Resources from the University of 
Georgia in 2013. Dr. Kanine is a TWS 
certified wildlife biologist with over 
25 years of natural resources and 
environmental experience. For the 
past decade, Dr. Kanine has been the 
Director of the Kowabdanawa odë 
kė Department ("They watch over 
this land") for the Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi Indians. This Department 

encompasses natural resources, 
environmental, and agricultural related 
programs. As the Director, she has ten 
full-time team members and up to 8 
seasonals. The department manages 
over 6,850 acres of tribal properties. 
The programs under Kowabdanawa 
odë kė seek to promote and enhance 
biodiversity, monitor environmental 
quality, promote tribal citizen use of 
property resources for traditional and 
cultural purposes, as well as promoting 
food and energy sovereignty for the 
entire tribal nation.

Jennifer Kanine

Welcome, New Board Members!

AND A HUGE THANK YOU! 
to everyone who is in the middle of their term 
and continues to support nature in southwest 
Michigan through their volunteer service on 

SWMLC's Board of Directors!

Thomas Groos
Board Chair

Susan Houseman
Vice-Chair

Brian Napp
Treasurer

John Lewandowski

Amy O'Boyle

Michael Ortega

Dathan Lumpkins
Secretary

Thom Coder

Nick Haddad

Natalie Jackson

We stand on the shoulders of giants . . .
Since SWMLC's founding in 1991, dozens of dedicated, committed, caring people have served 

on SWMLC's Board of Directors. We are grateful to every single one for the important role they 
have played in helping to protect nature in our beautiful corner of the world.

Thank you.
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In a sweeping two-year survey funded by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service’s Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act Grant 
Program, MNFI researchers are exploring all the properties owned 
by these two land conservancies. SWMLC is very grateful to Derek 
Shiels, Director of Land Stewardship at LTC, for generously inviting 
us to participate in this exciting project.

It began in summer 2024 with broad brush surveys of all SWMLC’s 
preserves (56 at the time). Six MNFI researchers examined every one 
of our 5,000 acres and made rapid assessments, creating nearly 500 
units based on plant community, habitat type, and history of land 
use. With that information they determined which type of natural 
community each unit fit into best, such as “oak opening,” “prairie 
fen,” or “mesic southern forest.” They also noted especially promising 
locations that warranted a deeper look.

This summer, they’re returning to make detailed assessments of 
those sweet spots, focusing on 1) rare plant and animal species and 
2) textbook examples of natural communities, called “elemental 
occurrences,” that provide us with a glimpse into what that habitat 
was like in pre-settlement times.

While similar studies have been done on Michigan’s public lands 
(e.g. state game areas and national forests), there’s very little 
information regarding privately-owned property like SWMLC’s and 
LTC’s, so the data being gathered will be valuable both to us and to 
conservationists around the state. 

These monitoring studies will increase our understanding of what 
we’ve already protected – because we sometimes must move quickly 
to conserve a property without time or money to make detailed 
analyses. They will help us know where rare species occur and assist 
us in building strong and informed habitat management plans. 
And they will also let us see our preserves through someone else’s 

We’re excited to see that Kalamazoo County’s newest park, the 
Arthur E. & Mildred H. Woollam Nature Preserve (6278 Texas 
Drive), is now open every day, not just on weekends! SWMLC 
has a special interest in this land in Texas Township (where the 
former Boy Scouts’ Rota-Kiwan Camp was located) because 
we created, hold, and monitor the conservation easement that 
protects the property’s natural features forever.

After the former Boy Scout Camp closed in the fall of 2019, the 
community came together to figure out what might happen 
next and SWMLC was invited into the project. Kalamazoo 
County was able to purchase the wooded 212-acre property with 
the support of area foundations and private donors, especially 
that of conservation philanthropist John Woollam, who was 
an instrumental part of funding the purchase and whose past 
support was so important in protecting SWMLC's Portman 
Nature Preserve and Porter Legacy Dunes. 

When combined with the adjacent 741-acre Al Sabo Land 
Preserve, which is owned by the City of Kalamazoo and contains 
critical drinking-water wellfields, more than 950 acres of clean 
wetlands and wildlife habitat (including a heron rookery) are 
now protected in western Kalamazoo County. And with trails 
and other public amenities, this park (named  in honor of John 
Woollam’s parents) will provide an essential natural place where 
everyone can connect with the outdoors.

SWMLC is honored to be part of this collaborative 
community effort. Many thanks to all who were involved 
in seeing this important project through to completion!

S O U T H W E S T  M I C H I G A N  T E A M  B I R D A T H O N  2 0 2 5 !

Thank you to everyone who pledged or donated to

There's so much more on our website: Mitch's account of the Land Larks' Big Birding Day, team photos, and Kaleigh's social 
media updates that were posted live throughout the day of competition: www.swmlc.org/birdathon-2025-highlights

SWMLC team, the Land Larks, counted 113 species, the same 
number as last year! Thanks to the support of everyone that 
pledged or donated, they raised $3,030 toward transforming 
an overgrown, one-acre field at Wolf Tree Nature Trails 

(Kalamazoo Coounty) into a rich oak savanna bursting 
with lupine, butterflyweed, and other native wildflowers, 
benefitting pollinators, seed-munchers like sparrows and 
finches, and insect-feasters like bluebirds and swallows.

Ashley Cole-WickDave Brown Jessica Hagen Kaleigh WinklerMitch Lettow

Woollam Nature Preserve 
is now open!

S T E W A R D S H I P 

Getting to know SWMLC’s 

natural Communities

natural Community: Groups of interacting 
organisms (such as plants, fungi, and animals) that occur 
in different locations in similar settings, shaped by natural 
processes rather than human influence. Grouped together, 
these “classic” communities (like “beech-maple forest” or 

How well are West Michigan’s natural communities 
doing? SWMLC is working with Little Traverse 

Conservancy (LTC) (a land trust that works in northern 
lower Michigan and the Upper Peninsula) and Michigan 

Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) (part of Michigan 
State University Extension) to find out!

“southern hardwood swamp”) provide “text book” 
examples of what Michigan looked like before 
European colonization.

Yellow-throated Warbler
Vicki DeLoach, www.flickr.com/photos/vickisnature/

educated point of view – important because we’re 
naturally biased to love them all.

We won’t get the results until the end of 2025 but 
we’ve already received some promising reports . . . 
for instance, our floodplain forests (like those at Paw 
Paw River Preserve and Augusta Floodplain Forest 
Preserve) are of excellent quality, among the highest 
rated acres in their survey of SWMLC lands. Just this 
spring, rare yellow-throated warblers were found 
nesting in the mature sycamores that tower above the 
canopy at Paw Paw River Preserve!

There's more on MNFI’s website: 
mnfi.anr.msu.edu/communities/list
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Orchard
Road Bog
From the air, water glints from between tamarack and 
leatherleaf, making the bog sparkle like a diamond. 
On paper, its unique, high-quality features put this 
bog in the “excellent” category. And on maps, it’s a 
giant green emerald bordering a future conservation 
easement, a biodiversity hub, and a habitat corridor. 
The place is a jewel.

SWMLC recently conserved 82.5-acre Orchard Road Bog using 
a combination of private donor funds and other moneys set 
aside for land protection in Barry County. It is made up of two 
properties separated by a road that combine to make it our 58th 
preserve and the very first bog in our portfolio. 

Most of the 30-acre north tract is covered in white pines, a 
plush carpet of sphagnum moss, and a dense thicket of native 
buttonbush, winterberry, and highbush blueberry – a natural 
community officially known as “Poor Conifer Swamp” that is 
extremely rare in our region.

The 52.5-acre south tract is a large, classic sphagnum bog. It’s 
an open landscape with a big sky, but also a labyrinth of head-
high leatherleaf shrubs and young tamaracks growing out 
of sphagnum mounds where hikers can easily lose sight and 
sound of one another. Former landowners laid a trail of wooden 
boards through the maze that leads to islands of oak and white 
pine. In between the planks, there’s a slurry of sucking mud and 
boot-deep water swirling with bits of moss that looks gross but 
smells surprisingly okay, without the expected swampy scent. 

Odor is not the only way that bogs differ from other wetlands. 
These ancient habitats often occur in low areas left behind by 
glaciers and are typically fed by rainwater instead of streams 
or springs, so inputs of minerals, nutrients, and oxygen are 
low. In a self-fulfilling cycle, tannin from centuries of steeping 
sphagnum moss and other vegetation makes the water so acidic 
that only specially adapted plants can survive, such as orchids, 
bladderworts, and carnivorous plants like sundews and pitcher 
plants that supplement their diet with insect protein. 

Protecting property that’s too squishy to develop might not 
seem necessary, but bogs are extremely vulnerable to runoff 
pollution from lawns, roads, and farms – and easily abused 
by the careless use of vehicles. They’re valuable to regional 
ecosystems because their combined acidity, saturation, and 
slow flow makes them superbly adapted to clean and filter 
water. And, though they only cover 3% of the Earth’s surface, 
they store huge amounts of carbon in their slowly decomposing 
vegetation, double the amount sequestered by all the world’s 
forests, according to the journal Nature.

When combined with the neighboring wetlands, Orchard Road 
Bog’s unique habitats are part of the largest Bog/Poor Conifer 
Swamp complex in southern Michigan, measuring close to 600 
acres. The north tract feeds the Spring Brook subwatershed 
and is adjacent to a property that will likely be protected by a 
SWMLC conservation easement in the future. The south tract is 
part of the Cedar Creek subwatershed and is within SWMLC’s 
Nature’s Network ‘Augusta Creek Corridor’. Both portions are 
in Nature’s Network’s ‘Barry Biodiversity Hub’ and included as 
priority sites in Four Townships Water Resource Council’s Gull 
and Augusta Creeks Watershed Management Plan.

If all this weren’t enough, Orchard Road Bog is rich in stories 
as well as conservation value, like the legend of the buried 
Corvette, or the one about the cart and team of horses that went 
off the plank road, never to be found again . . . otherworldly 
facets to this environmental jewel.

Drone photo, Keto Gyekis   |   other photos, Amelia Hansen

1. Members of SWMLC's staff and Land Protection Team have gained 
     a good understanding of the land, water, and plants at Orchard
     Road Bog by exploring it on foot.

2. The Land Protection Team walking toward one of the preserve's
     sandy upland “oak islands.”

3. Up close view of the sphagnum moss that makes up the ground
     layer at the preserve.

4. This drone photo of Orchard Road Bog South Tract (with Pleasant          
     Lake in the background) shows the habitat's mounded leatherleaf
     shrubs, bright green tamarack trees, and one of its “oak islands.” 

Travellers once crossed the bog on an elevated plank road that is 
now modern-day Orchard Road. Photographer unknown, courtesy of 
Bowens Family Dining, Delton.

4

3

1 2
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Carter Lake 
Preserve

protected 2000
original 57 acres

Craven Addition
protected 2025

61 acres

Strouse Addition
protected 2022

11 acres

for threatened wildlife like bald eagles, trumpeter swans, and 
Blanding’s turtles. The hilly, wooded Craven Family property 
enhances the ecological strength of Carter Lake Preserve 
by expanding it to nearly 130 acres and adding variety to 
the terrain, safeguarding habitat where even more types of 
plants and animals can thrive.

SWMLC protected Carter Lake Preserve back in 2000 with 
generous financial help from the Groos Family. Soon after, 
Tom Groos connected with Dic and Alice, Pat and John’s 
parents, to ask if they would consider conserving their land, 
too, starting a decades-long conversation. Over the years, 
the Craven Family talked with several different SWMLC 
staff about what it might look like to conserve part of their 
property. Both Alice and Dic passed away during this time – 
but their dream of keeping their land natural was honored 
and kept alive by the family. Details finally fell into place 
in Spring 2025, protecting the beloved family land forever. 
Thinking of his in-laws while watching orioles dive-bomb 
oranges in the yard, Garry smiles and says simply, “We know 
they would be pleased.”

Craven Addition to 
Carter Lake Preserve

Garry Cruce, Pat Cruce, and John Craven

Thank you, Craven & Cruce Families!

Every part of Pat Cruce and John Craven’s family land holds a 
story. Sister and brother fondly re-member roaming the hills 
and valleys with their siblings, after-dinner walks on Sundays, 
visits from extended family, picking huckleberries for pies, and 
blueberries to sell. Eldest John recalls their father taking him 
winter camping (an “experience”) and teaching him how to use 
a cross-cut saw at the age of seven. Pat loves the cool and breezy 
Picnic Spot so much that she and her husband, Garry Cruce, 
built their home on it after returning from missionary work in 
South America. 

Pat and John’s great-grandfather purchased the original piece 
about 120 years ago and the Barry County property has been in 
their family for four generations. Their father, Dic, was born 
in a house on the property, and they grew up in the “new” one 
that replaced it. The old barn and outbuildings stand among 
newer ones, holding distant and fresh memories together in 
the way that elder and younger members of close families do. 

The Craven Family has taken good care of their land over the 
years. A conservation forester at heart, Dic kept underground 
networks alive by only harvesting select trees, which has 
helped foster native wildflowers and many big tree specimens. 
Box turtles gladly take advantage of the rolling “kettle and 
kame” topography, foraging in the wet low areas and nesting in 
the upland oak-hickory forest where it’s dry and sandy.

SWMLC recently purchased 61 acres of the Craven Family 
land with funds provided by generous donors. The property 
shares a border with our 68-acre Carter Lake Preserve, where 
spring-fed seeps, sedge meadows, and prairie fens protect 
water quality at its source and provide crucial breeding habitat 

Kaleigh Winkler Kaleigh Winkler

We were saddened to learn that Dr. Paul Olexia, longtime friend, volunteer, supporter 
and former SWMLC board member, passed away this past spring at the age of 85. Paul 
taught botany, evolution, and environmental science courses at Kalamazoo College for 
34 years, where he inspired countless future conservationists. Paul was also very active in 
his retirement, joining SWMLC’s board in 2001 when our organization was just ten years 
old, serving two three-year terms and acting as Board Chair from 2004-2005. He also 
generously offered his time to our organization as both a stewardship volunteer and as 
a guest leader on several “mushroom hikes.” Paul was deeply involved with Kalamazoo 
Area Wild Ones, a non-profit organization that helps people connect with native plants, 
and was charismatic in his interest in fungi, native plants, nature, and conservation. He 
was a beloved figure in our conservation community and will be greatly missed.

A list of the caring people who have made memorial contributions to SWMLC 
in honor of Paul Olexia and his love for nature may be found on page 21.

In Memoriam Paul OlexiaIn Memoriam Paul Olexia

“Paul was a major member of the original Wednesday Warrior (volunteer stewardship) 
group and shaped our personality as hard workers with enthusiasm for learning. He had 
the botanical knowledge, the passion to teach, and even grew up working on his uncle's 
farm, so he was one of the few Warriors that knew which end of the shovel went down. 
Whenever we worked, I always tried to be next to him so I could soak up some of his vast 
knowledge of plants, especially mushrooms. If we heard him yelling, we would run over 
and find him oozing with enthusiasm for a mushroom he had found.”
 —  Kristi Chapman, SWMLC supporter, stewardship volunteer, and friend

“We will miss his kindly presence and thoughtful guidance. He lives on in our hearts and in 
the soil, the fungi, and the plants where his breath, his sweat, his words, his love, and his 
spirit mingle and endure.”
—  Tom Small, co-founder of Kalamazoo Area Wild Ones and friend 
       from the May 2025 edition of Seedlings, used with permission

Mitch Lettow

“I first met Dr. Olexia along Axtell Creek, an often-overlooked natural area that runs 
through the Vine Neighborhood in Kalamazoo. I showed up for a Kalamazoo Area Wild 
Ones workday when I was still new to the area. Paul welcomed me with open arms and, in 
about 20 minutes, convinced me the creek was a hidden gem and that we needed to work 
hard to protect it. He shared this while standing next to a tall, swamp white oak he had 
planted as a sapling thirty years prior. Paul had a wealth of knowledge he willingly shared 
and was a true advocate for nature. I've been working on that section of the creek with 
students for many years now. Paul was always willing to work with kids, or anyone else 
that showed up to help.”
 —  Jessica Hagen, SWMLC Outreach Coordinator and friend

Mitch Lettow
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Thank you, SWMLC volunteers!
              We couldn't do it without you!

Want to help? We can always use more hands!
Especially with stewardship and conservation easement monitoring . . . 

If you enjoy working outdoors and have been searching for ways to help the
environment, please take a look at our website (www.swmlc.org/volunteer) 
to see if these volunteer roles are right for you!

Some highlights:  
Weekly Stewardship Volunteers (the Privateers & Wednesday Warriors): 
2,881 hours, doing habitat restoration work on nearly 100 acres at 15 different preserves. 
Includes: Portman Nature Preserve, where they found new areas to work and re-worked some they had been 
through before, for a total of 30 acres; Wolf Tree Nature Trails, where they finished re-working a 20-acre area 
they initially cleared four years ago; and Chipman Preserve where they cleared (or re-cleared) 7 acres for the 
Savanna-with-a-View project.

Conservation Easement Monitors:  
17 volunteers put in 148 hours to monitor a total (with staff) of 13, 705 acres!

Volunteers also:
•  Collected and sowed native plant seeds.

•  Plowed preserve parking lots, mowed trails,  
    and picked up trash.

•  Helped assess properties for potential
    future protection.

•  Served on our board

•  Enthusiastically lead guided hikes.

In 2024, 
More than 88 people donated their 
time, energy, and expertise to SWMLC, resulting in

nearly 2,750 volunteer hours! 

Vol·un·teer  ·  noun  ·  (vä-l n-’tir)
A friend who generously offers their time, labor, talent, wisdom, 
creativity, strength, expertise, intelligence, and energy to help causes 
they value – without expectation of return beyond the satisfaction of 
knowing they're helping make the world a better place. A dedicated 
person who accomplishes incredible and inspiring feats that renew 
everyone's faith in community and demonstrate the positive power of 
people working together to help the planet. 
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•  Used their tools and talent to build stuff for us. 

•  Helped look for endangered plants and animals
    on our preserves. 

•  Introduced us to like-minded friends and family, 
    and talked us up in
    casual conversations.

Wildlife 
Surveys

427 hours

breeding
     birds -
         48 hours

BLACK RIVER  
PRESERVE
120 feet

CHIPMAN
PRESERVE
600 feet

SPIRIT SPRINGS   
SANCTUARY
470 feet

WOLF TREE
NATURE TRAILS 
764 feet

TRAILSTRAILS

1,954 FEET1,954 FEET
FIXEDFIXED

                   Mitchell's 
   satyr butterflies
      54 hours

Eastern         massasauga   
      rattlesnakes -                        
         304 hours

vernal

10

pools -

hours

Just some of the good green work 
you made possible in 2024. 

We couldn't do it without 
your support.

upland acres protectedupland acres protected

wetland acres protectedwetland acres protected

190+190+

442+442+

stream frontage conserved

7.8 miles7.8 miles

Thank you!Thank you!
by the

NUMBERS
2 0 2 4
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Thank you to our 2024 Donors!
You are the passionate community that works together to save the places we all love 

and share the outdoors with people from all walks of life. To everyone who cared, volunteered, 
donated, conserved their land, and partnered with us in 2024, thank you.

Together, we are protecting nature in southwest Michigan, now and forever.

Thank you to our Oak Legacy members. If you have already included Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy
in your will and/or estate plans, please let us know –  we would love to thank you, too.

Show your love by giving the gift of nature as part of your estate plan. 
By arranging to make a planned gift, you will join these amazing people 
who know that today is the time to ensure conservation for tomorrow.

Oak Legacy

Anonymous (6) 
Paula M. Allred 
Sherwood Boudeman 
Kristi and Stephen Chapman 
Amy and Jason Cherry 
Thomas Coder 
Brian and Maureen Dobbie 
Susan Gray 
Barbara and John Guinness 

Jack O. Haeger 
Mary and Daniel Houser 
Joel E. and Barbara A. Huber 
Nanette and Jack Keiser 
Sandra Kuhn 
Robert and Joyce Leppard 
Bill and Jeannette Maxey 
Judy Mayo and Sid Aaron 
Alan G. Mueller 

Diane Jae Murphy 
Joan Orman and Eric Bekker 
Melanie Perry 
Jerry and Janet M. Petersen 
Marybeth Pritschet-Davis 
Carol Purdy 
Stan and Connie Rajnak 
Larry and Janet Ricco 
Pamela Rups 

Todd and Amy Sanford 
Jennifer Schwab and Tom Miller 
Lawrence J. Sehy 
David and Jill Sluyter 
Roger Taylor 
C. Glen Walter and  
    Edite B. Walter, M.D. 
Philip Willson 
Rich and Julie Wyrwa

Anonymous (4)
Scott and Mary Aldrich
The Arctica and Abbey
Foundation
Catherine and 
    Dan Augenstein
Chuck and Jan Benner
Jim and Patti Birkes
Peter R. Boerma
Brian and Lori Bosgraaf
Sherwood Boudeman
Beth Bradburn and 
    Paul LaFerriere
Rebecca Brock
George and Pat Burgoyne
Bob Burr
Larry and Barbara Case
Amy and Jason Cherry
John and Lynne Chipman
Patti Chipman
Thom Coder and 
    Greer Candler
Dave Coleman

Maggie Coleman
Roark Consolatti
Lee and Terry Cunningham
Erwin and Debra Doerschler
Dana and Toni Dogterom
Elisabeth R. French
Jim Galligan
John and Sharon Garside
Thomas and 
    Barbara Gelehrter
Jean Gemrich
Teresa Getman
Florence F. Goodyear
David and Sharon Groendyk
Fred and Jeane Groos
Nick and Hanna Groos
Tom and Lisa Groos
Bruce and Jeanne Grubb
Keto and Kathryn Gyekis
Jack O. Haeger
Henry B. Hawk
Larry and Noel Hayward

Ed Henby
Jim Hewitt
Mal and Pat Hickok
Larry and Jerrilyn Holcomb
Mary and Daniel Houser
Susan Houseman and 
    Curtis Hall
Joel and Barbara Huber
Natalie Jackson
W. Jack and 
    Nanette M. Keiser
Rob and Donna Keller
Ken and Marlena Kirton
Ed and Kathy Knox
Timothy and Lyn Kool
Mike and Heather Larson
Phyllis LaVene
Dave and Bridget Lemberg
Robert and Joyce Leppard
John and 
    Maureen Lewandowski
Bill and Kathy Main

Thomas and Pam Mansager
Betty Mason
Connie Mehaffie
Philip Micklin
Verne and Cindy Mills
Charlotte Mittler
Mike and Susan Nave
Robert and Kay O’Boyle
Joel and Florence Orosz
Michael and Cindy Ortega
Melanie Perry
Stan and Connie Rajnak
Pamela Rups
Todd and Amy Sanford
Carol and Robert Scallan
Russ Schipper and 
    Ilse Gebhard
Richard H. Shaw and 
    Shirley Sutton
Bruce A. and Kathy Shurtz
David and Jill Sluyter
Mark and Carolyn Speese

Lynn and Mike Steil
Jerry Stewart
Bradley and Kathy Sullivan
Steve Tomashefsky and 
    Rebecca Sive
Michelle and Chris Tracy
Jeanne Turner
Christine Valentine
Bo and Mel Van Peenan
Erik and Michele VanAllen
Dave and Janice Varney
Gail Walter and Tom Nehil
Bradley and Cheri Weller
Dave and Joan Wendling
Louise Wepfer and 
    Ed Withey
Earl Werner
TJ and Julia Wilkinson
Jack N. Wykoff
Pamela and Arno Yurk
Amanda and 
    Peter Ziemkowski

Thank you to those Blue Green Wayfinders who have made an annual commitment of $1000 or more! 

Blue Green Wayfinders
F O R M E R L Y  B L U E  G R E E N  S O C I E T Y

Being a Blue Green Wayfinder is about navigating and 
leading the way forward toward an abundant, resilient, 
biodiverse, and beautiful southwest Michigan.

Mitchell's Satyr 
Butterfly ($1000+)
Anonymous (1)
Judge Laura Baird and 
    George Zulakis
Jason Wolf Ballew
Peter Bensel
Harry and Mary Kaye Bird
Jeffery Boes
Brandon Bouwman
Paul Carbery and
    Sherry Licht Carbery
Zachary and Rebecca Cattell
Roger and Stacy Caudill
Kristi and Stephen Chapman
John R. and 
    Barbara A. Chenault
James and
    Debbie Chinworth
Tracy Cobb
Joan Conway
Randy and Sally Crockett
David Dark
Charles F. Davis III and
    Jana Davis
David and Susan Doan
Ray and Loretta Dubray
George Dunn
Kent and Cheryl Early
Eugenia Elliott
Suzanne Ellis
Monica Ann Evans
Molly Fairbanks and
    Richard Pulaski 
Marsha Fisher
Darlene Flachier
John and Shannon Floyd
Jim and Shirley Freeman
Beth Gibson
Christine S. Grant
James Guzinski
Carol Harris
Dillon J. Hassevoort
Bill Hogan
Anna and Carl Ill
David Jackson and 
    Margaret McAllistar 
Susan Kavanaugh
Mike and Carol Klug
Tom Kolassa
Dave Koster
Laura and Dale Latulippe
Daniel Leep
Alicia Ann Luft
Jacqueline V. Mallinson
William Martin
Bobbi Martindale and
    Jon Towne
Michael and Ann McCuistion

Cecil and Susan McIntire
Teresa Morris
Wayne Moss
Dr. James P. Motiff
Lou Mule
Christopher Nagy and
    Shannon Thornton
Robin and Nancy Nott
Jeffrey and Emily Pearson
Robert and Julie Peterson
Michael Gene Plum
Tom and Linda Powell
Carol Purdy
William and Leslie Reed
John M. Richardson
Laurie Rosenberg
Peter and Sandy Savage
David and Janet Scarrow
Randall and Joyce Schau
Robert and
    Georgette Schirmer
Robert and Julie Seiter
Thomas J. Smith
John and Raeanne Soule
Dennis Stelzer
Robert Swaney and
    Mary Stephenson-Swaney
Connie Swartley
Katy Takahashi
Richard Tetrault
Lee Tregerman
Leslie Tung and
    Silvia Roederer
Jakob Vos
David and Lorri Walch
C. Glen Walter and
    Edite Balks Walter MD
Andy Weisman
Richard and Julie Wyrwa
Laurie Young

Eastern Massasauga 
Rattlesnake ($500+) 
Anonymous (1)
John and Cayce Adams
Phil Albain
Paula M. Allred
George and Terri Balogh
Phyllis J. Barents
Bob and Janet Beemer
Ralph and Gail Berner
Mark and Rebecca Blazek
Dennis Bradley
Mark and Gail Brown
Dana Buoscio and
    John Szewezyk
Nick and Kathy Carter
Lee and Pat Casebere
Edward Chiang

Tony and Traci Chipman
Michael Clement
Casey Cole
Sally and John DeCardy
Marjory Dietz
Gregory A. DiGennaro
Joe and Julie Dill
Marilyn H. Dopp
Tacie and Martin Draznin
Bruce and Martha Edger
Julie and Anthony Estell
Scott Evett
Shon and Sam Field
Esther Floyd
Christopher M. Flynn
Ralph L. Freed
René and Bill Garrity
Thomas and Nancy Georgoff
Sharon Gill
Jennifer Graves
Jerry and Becky Gray
Kevin and Kim Harness
Robert and Mara Hayes
Thomas Hegewald
Jerry M. Herst and 
    Julie Dorfman
Ed and Ginnie Hessler
Heather Hill
Cynthia Hingtgen and
    Grant Nicol
Brian Hoff
John Hopkins
Michael Hossack
Thomas Huff
Dr. Sona Kalousdian and
    Dr. Ira Lawrence
Elisabeth Kaltenbach
Tyler Kanczuzewski
Matthew and Angela Kuiper
Jurate M. and Carl Landwehr
Robert Linderman
Rick and Diana Lloyd
Linda Locey
Dr. Alec MacDonald
Bill and Jeannette Maxey
Mark McKeon
Julia Miller
Margaret I. Miller
David S. Mindell
Charles and Mary Moore
Kerry Mulholland
Elizabeth Nahavandi
Margaret and
    Nicholas O'Brien
Mark and LaRae Odland
Betty Lee Ongley
Anne and Paul Pancella

Rodger Parzyck and
    Lia Gaggino
Ken Peregon and
    Michelle Klee
Ralph and Nancy Pernice
David Peterson
Greg Petty
Janene Pirbhai
Karen Powers
Brian Priest
Sam and Tina Qualls
Wendy and Doug Robbins
George and Louise Robeck
Craig L. Shumaker
Dr. Gail M. Simmons
Tom and Ruth Small
George J. and Sarah A. Sotos
Susan and Phillip Stott
Raymond Syvert
Nancy Taylor
Shannon Taylor
Jim Tobin and Gina Heagney
Beth and Bill Toepper
Nick and Nancy Tuit
Virginia Van Andel
Joseph M. and 
    Holly Duffy Walls
Patrick Wellington
Roger and Molly Williams
Tim and Julie Winslow 

Cerulean Warbler 
($250+) 
Anonymous (1)
Jill Allread
Dave Armintrout
Richard Atwell and
    Elizabeth King
Paul Ballard and
    Colette Lewis
Lois Bates
Stuart Baum
David K. Baute
Bruce and Melinda Bloom
Gilbert Bowman
Beverly Braden
David and Barbara Brose
Andrea Burke
Dennis and Janice Burke
James and Heather Butcher
Jason Byler
Stanley Clark Carmichael
Marcus Clark and
    Lorrie Elliott
Henry and Becky Cole
Nina L. Consolatti
Harry and 
    Mary Ellen Cotterill

Doug Coulter and
    Pam Hoppe
Robert and Nancy Cretsinger
Nancy and David Daugherty
Robert De Beck
Anita De Young
Bill and Mary Lee Dimond
Brian and Maureen Dobbie
Kathryn M. Docherty
Dykstra Family Donations
Richard and Sandra Edwards
Nate and Lisa Eimer
Valerie Eisenberg
Trey and Becky Eldridge
Helen Elkiss
Hans Engelke
Joan and Hub Erickson
Sally Esman
Janis and John Etzcorn
William and
    Elizabeth Fitzgerald
Michael Fleckenstein
Jeff and Mary Fleming
Brooke Fogt
Dennis and Mary Frailing
Michael and
    Sharon Frandsen
Martha Fuerstenau
Sally Gebben
Edith Gilmore
Nancy Goodrich
Karen Halsted and
    Tamara Crupi
Bill and Kathy Hanley
Barabara Hartgerink
Nate Hartmann
Daniel Hawkins
Phillip and Lynne Heasley
William and Cindy Hetrick
Susie and Gerry Hoar
David Hoppe
Katherine Howe and
    Erik Hembre
Allan Hunt and
    Rochelle Habeck
James and Jody Jackson
John C. Jenkins
Mark Jenness and
    Cheryl Lyon-Jenness
Steve and Sue Jessup
Dr. Amy Johnson
Andrew and
    Patricia Johnson
Judy Johnson and
    Mark Loehrke
Rhoda Johnson
Doug Jonas
Mathew Kadell
Debra Kadzban

2024 Membership Donations

 If we have accidently omitted your name or you find an error, we apologize!  Please contact Kristy Brooks at kbrooks@swmlc.org or 269-324-1600 x309 so we can correct the mistake. Thank you.
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Renee Kivikko 
Susan Kneeshaw and
    Mark Cretsinger
Stephen Kuczkowski
Sandra Kuilema
Chris and
    Mary Lampen-Crowell
Candace Cole Leonard
Valerie Levan and
    Michael Baltasi
Diane Lindahl
Jan and Vaughn Maatman
Cathy MacDonald
Susan Malec-McKenna
Randy Mark
Anne May
Marty Rose McLeod
Mary McManus
Bill and Karen McNulty
Matt and Danielle Meersman
James and Amy Melvin
Dennis and Ann Miczulski
Nancy Mollhagen and
    Bruce Jaksa 
Beth Morgan
Douglas Nickerson
Donald C. Nitz
Dr. Mark A Noffsinger
Noel Ocen-Gorgone
David Ohmart
Sally Olexia
Lynda Pelkey
Lori and Floyd Phalen
Thom and Lane Phillips
Zaide Pixley and John Fink
Will Platz
Franklin and Paula Presler
Richard A. Prince
Heather and Jim Ratliff
Eric and Martha Reid
Bob and Janice Rensch
Dean Rigoni
Thomas Riker
Arthur and Janet Riley
Philip and Ellen Robertson
David Roeder
Cindy Roman
Harold Ronk
Thomas and 
    Holly Rosenhagen
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Rossof
Mary Ann Ruesink
Andrew Schaefer
Elizabeth Schelle
William Schma
Jennifer Schwab and
    Tom Miller
Denise Schwahn

Lawrence J. Sehy
Jack Shapiro
David and Susan Sheldon
The Sheperd Family
Neil Sikora
George Sleeper
Stephen and Jean Smith
Paul R. and
    Pamela H. Sotherland
Sally Sotos
Ferris and Teri Standiford
Christian and Sarah Staples
Margie and Ed Stinson
Eric & Katie Stoll
Steve and Sarah Stryd
Gerald Tilmann
Michael A. Travis
Bill and Susan Van Dis
Mark Van Eizenga
Kathleen and
    Edward Vandam
Peter VanMeter
Nils and Zena Vos
Fred and Cam Weber
Bruce and Jean Williams
Philip Willson
Andrew and Rachel Worgess
Jim and Diana Wright
Preston Yoder
Betsy York and
    Demetrhea Terrien
Ruth Zwald 

Spotted Turtle 
($100+) 
Anonymous (1)
Nancy Acker
Frank Aiello
Todd Alfes
Jordan and Michelle Allen
Susan Allen
Kathryn Almy and
    Robert Kakuk
Tom and Molly Andrews
Ed Appleyard
Cari Lee Arnold
Scott Atkinson
Tyler Augst
Mike Bailey
William H. and Ann Baker
Bud and Judi Baldwin
Karen Barnes
Alan Baudler
Beatrice H. Beech
Dean and Margaret Bender
Susan R. Benner
Vernon Bennett III and
    Sally Muniz
Vita Benson

Timothy Benton
Nancy Bishop
Garrett Blahunka
Norman Bober
Barbara Boven
Linda Bowman
William and Victoria Brander
Timothy Christopher Brandt
Matthew Bresson
Bob and Gail Brickman
Jane and Joseph Brogger II
Bev and Chuck Brown
Dr. David H. Brown
Mike Buese
Nancy Buffenmyer
William C. and Leslie Buhl
Donna LeJune Bumgardner
Ann Burch
Bryan and Jordan Burroughs
Joe Byars
Robin K. Byrn
Ruth Caputo
James Carlson and
    Christine Hartzell
Jon and Patricia Carlson
Jeffrey Caron
Phillip and Carol Carra
Philip Carter
John and Sally Carton
Marilyn Case
Kathleen Cerveny
Gayle Champagne
Judith Kay M. Chase
Dallas Chester
Melissa Chipman
Jeanne Church
Chris Clark
Penelope Cole
Frank Conklin
Andrew Conkling
Denise L. Cook
Robert Cooley
Eileen Coscarelli
C. Robert and Marcia Cowell
Janet Crosby
Eduardo Crotte
Nancy and Ron Crowell
Michele Cudahy and
    Dave DeBack 
Theodore and
    Pamela Cummins
Pam Dalitz
Susan and Paul Damon
Jim and Jennifer Daniels
Michael Daugherty
Justin Davies
Cameron Davis
Jean Marie De Mott

Maurice Decoster and
    Sonia Hill
Mike and
    Martha DeGrandchamp
Suzanne and
    Andrew DeGraves
Adele Denison
Mike and Joy Denny
Alaine Depner
Kelly S. DeRidder
Jean M. Diem
Marvin and Cherie Dow
Nancy C. Draayer
Margaret Eaton
Laura Eklov
Bonnie and Loyal Eldridge
Paul Ellenbogen
Debra Ellsworth
Roland and Lisa Emanuel
Ted and Jo Emerson
Nancy Engemann
Robert and Laura Eversole
Rebekah L. Fatzinger
John and Carie Faul
Ann and Greg Feldmeier
Connie and Steve Ferguson
Sarah Ferguson
Kate Ferraro
Dr. Anne Arbetter Fischell
Dr. Joshua David Fisher
Elaine Fluck
Ryan and Laura Fouty
Ken and Patti Fox
Karl and Gloria Frankena
Fred and Sandy Frederick
Richard L. Freiman
Artis Freye and Kevin Ulrich
Mike and Kathy Gallagher
Fran Galow
Dan and Linda Garrett
Thomas and Claire Geil
Timothy and Paula Geiman
Judah Gesmundo
Susan and John Gillett
Kate Gillis
Ashley Glass
Jeff and Bette Glindmeyer
Andrea Gold
Sue and Dave Goldenberg
Jim and Carol Gonzalez
Matthew Gorentz
Robert and Paula Gorman
Bruce and Leslie Gosling
Michele Gossman
Jason Gourley
Michael Graham
Shirley Grassflower
Heather Green

Ed and Kelly Gregory
Dale and Julie Grimes
Doug Grimm
Katherine Gross and
    Gary Mittelbach
Thomas Hagadone and
    Pamela Miller 
Jessica Hagen
Dean and Cynthia Halderson
Linda and Charles M. Hall
Patrick John Hall
Crick Haltom
Mark Hamburg
Robert L. Hamel
Maren Harkness
Ellen Harrington and
    John Stodola 
Jean Hartmann
Harriet Hassle
Sassafras Havilar
Jennifer and Matt Haywood
Bob and Joan Hiddema
Terry Hluchyj and
    Richard Roosenberg 
Sue Hodapp
Vicki Hodge
Charles and
    Pamela Hodgman
Richard W. Hodgman
Mark and Mary Sue Hoffman
Tom and Janelle Hohm
Katya Hokanson
Allen Holcomb
Wayne and
    Sally Householder
Patricia A. Huberty
Patricia Humes and
    Gary Paldan
Elizabeth Insley
Pam and Mark Jackson
Brooke Jaksa
Karen and Jerry Jennings
Phil Johnson and
    Mary Baggerman
Judy Jolliffe
Celeste Chambers Jones
Keith E. Jones
Sarah Jordan and
    Patricia Lutsky
Frank and Gail Jurenka
Linda and
    Joseph Kanamueller
Kathleen Kean
Richard and Brenda Keith
Josh Keller
Carolyn Kennedy
Stephanie and
    Robert Kennedy
Amy Garver Kilbridge
Susan Kinde

2024 Membership Donations  CONTINUED

Jacqueline P. Kirley
John Kleb
Ellie Klemm
Robert and Nancy Klesert
Adam Klingher
Kimberlee Lynne Klocke
John Kneeland
Wes Knollenberg
Leslie and Tim Kocher
Harry and Colleen Kohn
Nancy Kolas
Kenneth M. Kornheiser
Peter and Judy Kosick
Sandra L. Kuentzel
Tom Kunetz
Freya E. Lake
Frank and Joan Lamb
Charles and
    Mary Ann Landefeld
David and Jan Landry
Aaron Lane-Davies
Stephen Langeland
Valorie Langille
Rita and Allan LaReau
Rachel Larner
Pamela and Lee Larson
Wendy Larson and
    Rich Enbody
Ken Lawson
Julie and Fred Leavitt
Kendra Leep
Lucas and 
    Amelia DeLuca Leibold
Barbara Leslie
Cheryl Lettow
Keith and Julie 
Lewandowski
Sandra and Fred Linabury
Kent and Lauri Lindquist
C. Timothy Lindstrom, Esq.
Patti Lisak
David Littke
Erika Loeffler
Girts Lorencis
Lauren Lott
Diana and Richard Lubic
Joseph E. Ludy
Patrick M. Lynch
Karen Maas
Karen Macklom
Garrard and Moira Macleod
Linda Macleod
Paul and Gail MacNellis
Matthew Malicki
Nancy Mansberger
Dustin Matchinski
David C. Maturen
Judy Mayo and Sid Aaron

Kevin McCall
Alyssa McCarthy
James McCarthy
Ethel V. McClelland
Emmett McGarr
Joe and Julie McKeever
Denny and Eileen Mead
Penny Meints
John and Debbie Mellein
Katie Melvin
Susan Mesch and
    Justin Carinci
Dr. Edwin Francis Meyer, II
John Meyer
Marcia Miazga
Chase Mielke
Donald Miller
Jennifer Miller
Jenny Miller
Joanne Miller and
    Paul Rehkopf
Kristen Miller
Lynn E. Miller
Mark and Ninah Miller
Sheryl and Mark Miller
Linda and W. Joseph Mills
Joe and Shirley Mitchell
Laura S. Modic
Jim Montgomery
Andy and Lana Murch
Jane Murray
Louis Paul Nasir
Catherine Niessink
Dr. Sandra E. Nordmark
Ian Noyes
Terry and Pamela O'Connor
Arthur O'Leary
Bert and Jan Ogden
Sandra Olsen
Roger and Susan Olson
Lisa Oppenheim
Bill and Judith Ott
Sally Padgitt
Janet Padilla
Nicholas L. Padilla
Michael and Donna Parr
Bill and Gerrie Peet
Louis J. Pepoy
Jerry and Janet Petersen
Craig and Linda Platt
Mark and Peggy Plewa
Robert and Mary Jo Poel
Tom and Raye Polasek
Annie Posther
Alison Pruitt and
    David Randell
Alice Puchalsky
Janis Putelis, Jr.

Tim Putney
Chuck and Rose Quoss
Jeffrey Rappin and
    Penny Brown
Douglas R. Ray
Robert and Margo Rebar
David and Janet Reid
Janet and Larry Ricco
Patsy Richardson and
    Bill Gingas
Robyn Richardson
Tom and Joy Richmond
Barbara Rider and
    Fred Sammons
Chuck Ritter
Linda and Larry Robin
Paul and Janice Runnels
Kathleen Russell
Mark Ryan
Patrick G. Ryan
Sarah Rydecki
Patra Ryder
Paul Ryding
Lynn Sagar
Michael and Judy Salada
Dean Sanford
Jim and Rachel Sankofski
Moselle and
    Steve Schoenfelder
David and Deb Schuette
Charlie and Betsie Scott
Julie A. Scott
William Selkirk
Rob and Corinna Servis
Rebecca J. Shank
Ellie Shenker
Todd and Kim Shook
Travis and Sarah Simmons
Bruce and Wendy Simrod
Arthur Smith
Krista Smith
Lawrence and
    Babbette Smith
Norman and Mary Smith
Julie Soul
Nicole Speedy
Sylvia Sperry
Karla Stanley
Peter Steele
Jean Stevens and
    Jeff Bernstein
Jane Steward
Judi Stimson and Bill Myers
Diana and Houston Stokes
Bob and Kathy Straits
Laura Strehlow and
    Walt Oberheu
Charles Stull
Alison Summy

Brian L. Supplee
Richard and Mary Sutton
Sara Syswerda
Ed and Marcia Szumowski
David and Susan Taylor
Nelson TenBrink
Gordon and Carol Terry
Jennifer Tewkesbury
Ed Thomas
John and Karen Thornton
Christy Tigchelaar
John and Alice Tulley
Jason and Ahni Turner
Dale and Emma Turton
Roger and Carole Ulrich
Jeff and Donna Upchurch
Henry Valkema
Carol R. VandenBerg
Courtenay and
    Jon Vandermolen
Barbara and Joel Vandyken
Steve Varney
William and Carol Venema
Susan Vihtelic
Louis A. Villaire
Maarten Vonhof
Holly Wait
Warren Washington
Lori Watson
James and 
    Diane Weatherhead
Phyllis Webb
Bruce Wechsler
Lynn Weimeister
Mike Weis
John White and
    Sue Frederick 
Jerry and Donna Wilinski
Emily and Brook Wilke
Doug and Karen Williams
Juliet Williams
Debra Williamson
Michael W. and 
    Linda Lou Winkel
Kristina Wirtz
Shirley Wise
Ron and Ruth Wiser
Nicholas and 
    Claire Wolterstorff
Foster and 
    Carolyn Woodward
Diane D. Worden
Eric Wulf
Jane Wurster
Evelyn and Brad Wyman
Chris and Katie Youngs
Steve Youngs
Robert and Beverly Zalewski

Joel Zemans
Josh Zoller

Little Brown Bat 
($50+) 
Anonymous (1)
Steve and Terrie Adams
Morgan Aleman
Amy Anderson
Dale Anderson
David A. Anderson
Jeanne M. Anderson
Lynda Anderson
Susan Anderson
Joy Andrews
Natsumi Asanuma
Ralph E. Babcock
Delmar and Gayle Bachert
Susan and Kerry Badger
Isaac Bagley
Belinda Diane Bankston
Charles S. Barr
Joan Bauer
Mike Bax
John P. Becker
JoAnne Beertema
Devin D. Bloom
Sam Boase-Miller
Dennis Boatman
Mark Andrew Boehler
Priscilla Bollinger and
    Tony Hernandez
Susan Bond
Scott Borgeson
Pamela Bosma
Marc and Denny Bouchie
Cheri Branch
Makenzie Brewer
Beverly and Charles Brown
Dick and Lois Brunvand
Fred and Sharon Buckley
Paula and Joe Buckman
David and
    Mary Lynn B. Bugge
Jewell D. Burdette
Sue Burkhard
Becky Burnett
Bethany N. Burnett
Dennis M. Bush
Paul Buszka and 
    Valerie Stipe
Ron and Sharron Butler
Heather Catania
Kim Cauchy
Charlene Cerveny
Richard and
    Joanne Chamberlin
Leonard and Patricia Chase

 If we have accidently omitted your name or you find an error, we apologize!  Please contact Kristy Brooks at kbrooks@swmlc.org or 269-324-1600 x309 so we can correct the mistake. Thank you.
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2024 Membership Donations  CONTINUED

Rose Mary Ciraulo
Matthew Clysdale
Martin Cohen
Mary Colliflower
James and Catherine Coury
Patricia Crowley
Elizabeth Cunningham
Steve Darrell
Benjamin Dawson-Miller
Christopher Dawson Miller
Erin and Ryan Decker
Amy M. Deloria
Sheryl DeLuca
Emily Demorest
Wayne and Marj Dennis
Dan Denov
Melissa and Craig DeSimone
Martha and Gary Deuel
Carole Deutch
Matt Diana
Timothy Dickinson
Dave and Pat Diget
Tim and Margie Dignan
Cathy Doan
Jeanne Dolak
Amy Doll
Mary G. Dorr
Patrick Dougherty
Jennifer L. Drake
Debra Schincariol Driscoll
Carol Earl
Emily Egan
Randal K. Eshuis and
    Maria J. Romero Eshuis
Ruben M. Espinoza
Shawn Farrell
Willard and 
    Kathy Fenton-Miller
Jack and Kathleen Ferguson
Miguel Fernandez
Yvonne Ferrara
Wendy Field
David and Carol Fitzgerald
Jerry Fitzgerald
Karen Fitzner
Karen and Robert Fix
Sylvia Flahaut
Chris and Laura Fluke
Jennifer Forell
Margo Foreman
Elizabeth Fox
Dr. Gabriela Freese
Alan L. Freid
Todd and Deborah Fritz
Harrison Fry
Kent and Jeryl Fuller
James A. Funke

John Galler
Rosanne Garvison
Deborah Geiger
Matthew and
    Tomomi Geisler
Nathan Geisler and
    Carrie Berger
Patricia Geisler
Julie Gidwitz
Kevin L. Gilligan
Justin Gish
Tom Goolsby
Thomas Michael Goshorn
Christopher and 
    Linda Gosling
Bonnie Goulet
Jessica Gray
Jeff Green
Casey L. Grooten
Pat Gudlaugsson
James Guiette
Lyle Gurd
Janis Hadley
Maryellen Hains
Howard E. Haley
Geneva Halliday
Robert and 
    Sharon Handelsman
Jared Allen Harmon
Pat and Ruth Harrison
Susan Harrison and 
    Jeff Price
Mary Hart
Amy and Kevin Hausman
James and Mary Heaton
Chuck and Sue Hefner
Sara J. Heinlein
Pat Henderson
Dawn Henningson
Catherine Henze
Gary and Mary Herder
Frederick S. Higdon
Bob and Deborah Higgins
Carol and Larry Higgins
Sherry L. Higgins
Donna Hippensteel
Rick and Mary Hoffman
Heidi Hollenbach-Wall
Tom and Lauri Holmes
Carolyn Hornev
Patrick Hudson and 
    Gina Frasson-Hudson
Clarence J. Hughes
Hilary Habeck Hunt
Bruce and Kathy Huston
Bruce Hutchinson
Laura Huth-Rhoades 
    and Tom Rhoades
Daria Hyde

Deb Imbrock
Phillip Ippel
Joyce Irvine
James Irwin
Jerre James
Sarah Jamieson
Rebecca Jamros
JoAnn M. Jarvis-Jackson
Craig and Mary Jbara
Chip Johnson
William C. Johnson
Chuck Jordan
Raelyn and Richard Joyce
Wilma J. Kahn
Otto Kailing
Peter Keith
John A. and 
    Martha L. Kendall
Haim Kenig
Patrick Kenning
Evelyn Kirkwood
Kevin Lewis Kline
Bruce and Mary Klosner
Karen E. Knapp
Joni and TIm Knapper
Peter Kobrak
Paul and Janet Koestner
Victor A. Kordish
Carla Koretsky
Christine Kosmowski
William H. Krasean, Jr.
Paul Krause
Jessica Kwasny
Bob and Margaret Laatsch
Bobbie Labar
Jacqueline Ladwein
Cheryl A. Larabee
Edward Lean
Marilyn Lee
Peter LeFevre
Christina Maria Leftwich
Amy Lehman and 
    Jeff Benson
Brian, Bridget and 
    Felix Leppard
John and Betty Lerg
Steven Leuty
Mary Lewis
George Lockwood
Heather Long
Jim Long
Richard Luedecking and
    Yvonne Keener 
Dathan Lumpkins
Mel Luna
Georgia Ann and 
    Doug Mackinder
Harry and Carol Madison

Lauren and Ben Manting
William and 
    Shirley Martinus
Coral and Philip Mason
Tom Matteson
Mike and 
    Cindy Mazurkiewicz
Patrick McKearnan
Nancy and Steve McKown
Rose McManus-Scamehorn
Jacquelyn V. McShulskis
Sr. Betsy Meagher
Tom Mears
Edwin F. Meyer II
Bettina Meyer
Leah K. Miller
Greg and Patrice Mindock
Nancy Mineweaser
David Moe
Diann Morris
Miss Elizabeth Marie Mort
Andrew and 
    Barbara Mortellaro
Alan Mueller
Patricia Niewoonder
Nancy Nordlie
Jane Norton
Stephanie Norton
Denise Nuismer
Jennifer Olmsted
Layton E. Olson
Joseph and 
    Kathleen Ossmann
David and Carol Overton
Dr. Richard M. Oxhandler
Christine Parks
Erik Pennebaker
Gail Perkins
Mike and Phyllis Petersen
Trevor Phebus
Dustin Phelps
Kyle Pierce
Bette Pierman
Eric and Robin Pokornowski
Douglas E. Powless
Cyndy Priest
Allan S. Puplis
Kathleen Rabbers
Debra Rappold
John and Carol Rasmussen
Valerie Reed
James and Julia Reslock
Rebeca Xochitl Reynolds
Dr. Michael Ricco
David Riggs
Beatrice C. Ritchie
Elizabeth Ritzman
Lois Robbins

Dan Robinson
Anna Ronk
Judy Kraft Rowe
Tom Ruesink
Debbie Russell
Talus Rutgers
Jan Ryan
Jeffrey and Darci Schimp
Dr. Susan Schneider
Chace Scholten
Dale and Marlene Schultz
William Schultz
Ben and Debbie Schwartz
Kathleen Schwegel
Lucinda A. Sebald and
    Andrew Van Doren
Rachelle Secson
Andrew Seiber
Garth Sewers
Amy Seymour
Stella Louise Shaffer
Andrew Shindeldecker
Monica Shunneson
Charles Sittig
Harriet Slomp
Aaron Smith
Carole G. Smith
Dan Smith and 
    Jeannette Greselin
Lois Smith
Patricia Ann Smits
Susan Sobeck
Ronda Spink
Wes and Dee Stafford
Kathryn Steadman
Cheri and Ross Stein
Lynette Stiemsma
Richard and Olga Stieve
Vern and Lyda Stillwell
Sara Stockinger
Mary Strehlow
Marcia V. Stucki
Patricia Sulier
Bonita Suter
Sky Suydam
Pat Sweeney
Donald and Linda Szeszycki
Carolyn and Gary Tolliver
Lynwood and Joan Topp
Lawrence Toush
Joe Trapp
Kim Traverse
Jeffrey Trimmer
Jan van Schaik
James and 
    Sarah Vander Molen
Andrew VanNess
Amy and Rick Verkow

Joan Verwilst
Holly Vickers
Ann Videtich
Mike and Becky Villar
Karen Wagner
Gay S. Walker
George Wallis
Neal Wankoff
Gail Ward
Sara Ware
Kimberly A. Webb 
Joshua and Pamela Weiner
Robert M. Weir

Nancy Wells
Virginia Wells
Glenn and Nancy Wengert
Pamela Denise West
William P. Westrate
Helene Whalen
Jim Wheeler
Susan L. Whitney
James J. Wick
Janice Wick
Robert and Rebecca Wilcox
Dave and Jan Wilder
Kristin Marie Wildman

Mark Winkel
Bill and Ginger Worth
Sandra Wotta
Jonathan Wuepper
Laurel Yoder
Nancy and Joseph Young
Chad Zirbel

Business, Club & 
Group Memberships 
Audubon Society 
    of Kalamazoo
Berrien Birding Club
Cody Kresta Vineyard &

    Winery
Edward Lowe Foundation
First National Bank
Geum Services, Inc.
Grow and Show 
    Garden Club
Kalamazoo Garden Council
Landscape Forms
Liberty Hyde Bailey
    Museum
Michigan Garden Clubs
Native Connections
Niles Garden Club

Olson, Bzdok & Howard, PC
Parchment Garden Club
Petal Pushers Garden Club
Schlessman Seed Co.
Secure Start Inspections
South Haven Garden Club
Tantrick Brewing Co.
The Refinery
Warner Norcross + Judd LLP

2024 Additional Gifts & Donations
Anonymous (5) 
Steve Allen
Tyler Augst
Bud and Judi Baldwin
Harry and Mary Kaye Bird
Bob and Gail Blazo
Robert Boisture
Cheri Branch
Beverly and Charles Brown
William C. and Leslie Buhl
Sarah Buller
Rose Bundy
Dan and Stacy Burton
James and Heather Butcher
David and 
    Mary Lou Butkovich
Joe Byars
Kathryn Campbell
Ruth Caputo
Maureen Cartmill
Alex Champagne
Daryl and Mary Champagne
Gayle Champagne
Kristi and Stephen 
    Chapman
Ron and Peg Cichon
Kathleen Coffee
Roark Consolatti
Doug Coulter and 
    Pam Hoppe
Susan and Paul Damon
Sue Danielson
Audrey Day
Robert De Beck
David Dvorak and 
    Karol Peterson
Ed and Karen Dzialowski
Nancy Engemann
Sally Esman
Jeff and Mary Fleming
Jake Fosmoen

Dennis and Mary Frailing
Joanna French
Martha Fuerstenau
Nate and Erin Fuller
Judah Gesmundo
Lois and Thomas Giles
Doug Grimm
Doree Hall
Tim Harnevious
Pat and Ruth Harrison
Dan and Ann Hayes
Larry and Noel Hayward
James R. Hewitt
Richard and Susan Hill
Zachary Hillyer
Bobbie Hineline
Pam Hjelmquist
Charles and 
    Pamela Hodgman
Brian Hoff
Rick and Mary Hoffman
Katya Hokanson
Linda Holden
Michael Hossack
Allan Hunt and 
    Rochelle Habeck
James and Jody Jackson
Paula Jamison
Mark Jenness and 
    Cheryl Lyon-Jenness
Karen and Jerry Jennings
Alice Jones
Daniel and Barbara Justus
Ms. Nancy Kautz
Carolyn Kennedy
Lisa Kenz
Evelyn Kirkwood
Renee Kivikko
Michael J. Klein
Nancy Kolas
Sherry Kornegay

Bob and Lisa Krupiarz
Dr. and Mrs. 
    A. Gregory Laurell
Kendra Leep
Robert and Joyce Leppard
Barbara Leslie
Cheryl Lettow
Kathy Lettow
Sarah M. Lettow
Sandra and Fred Linabury
Kent and Lauri Lindquist
Lauren Lott
Jim and Paula Marcoux
Mark McKeon
John and Debbie Mellein
Katie Melvin
John Meyer
Kip Miller
Jeffrey Mohney
Alan Mueller
Bennett Nott
Rich Novak
Brian and Katy O'Boyle
Betty Lee Ongley
Joel and Florence Orosz
Anne and Paul Pancella
Julie and Don Paulsen
Mitchell Joseph Petz
Michael Gene Plum
Sam and Tina Qualls
Lauren and Joshua Quint
Roberta Remias
Leslie K. Ritter-Jenkins
Emma Robertson
Todd and Tami Romkema
Sandy Rose
Kim Scanlan
Charles Schadel
Elizabeth and 
    Susan Schindler
Dale and Marlene Schultz

Ben and Debbie Schwartz
Jan Shillito
Craig L. Shumaker
Bruce and Kathy Shurtz
Stephen Siegel and 
    Robin Drayer
Amy Simler
Anita Spencer
Margaret Spencer
Lynn and Mike Steil
Bob and Kathy Straits
Patricia Sulier
Karen Sundwick
Richard and Mary Sutton
Kathryn Tanis-Greff
Randy and Tricia Thompson
Nancy and Douglas Toppin
Beth Troxell
Dale and Emma Turton
Bill and Debbie Underhill
Patrick and 
    Diane Underwood
Barbara and Joel Vandyken
Stephanie Walden-Schwake
C. Glen Walter and 
    Edite Balks Walter, MD
Gail Walter and Tom Nehil
James and 
    Diane Weatherhead
Dave and Joan Wendling
Pamela Denise West
Wild Ones, 
    Kalamazoo Area Chapter
Bruce and Jean Williams
Philip Willson
Linda Winkler
Tim and Julie Winslow
Joanne Wood
Tamara Wrone
Pat and Sherry Wykstra
Laurie Young
Pamela and Arno Yurk

Annual Meeting
Sponsors
First National Bank
    of Michigan

Matching Gifts
Pfizer Foundation 
    Matching Gifts Program
Stryker Corporation
Thomson Reuters
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
YourCause

Grants
Burdick-Thorne Foundation
Chiang Ploughman 
    Family Fund
The Edward Lowe
    Foundation
Evergreene Foundation
The HP and Genevieve
    Connable Fund
James and Diana Wright 
    Fund of the Grand
    Haven Area Community
    Foundation
The Kalousdian-Lawrence
    Family Fund at Chicago
    Community Foundation
The Lawrence and Sylvia
    Wong Foundation
Mary Curtis Horowitz
    Foundation
Nancy Malcomson
    Connable Fund

   continued 
   on next page

 If we have accidently omitted your name or you find an error, we apologize!  Please contact Kristy Brooks at kbrooks@swmlc.org or 269-324-1600 x309 so we can correct the mistake. Thank you.
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Donations  •  February 1 – June 1, 2025
The following contributions were made by people who want to make sure 
that there will still be wild places for future generations of people and wildlife.

Thank you! You make our work possible.

WELCOME TO NEW 
MEMBERS!
A complete list of all 2025 
members will be printed in the 
Summer 2026 issue of Protecting 
Nature.

Mitchell's Satyr Butterfly
($1000+)
Jeffery Boes

Spotted Turtle ($100+)
Mark Atma
Timothy Benton
Nancy Buffenmyer
Ann Burch
Michael Daugherty
Nancy C. Draayer
Valorie Langille
Edwin Francis Meyer, II
Ellie Shenker
Peter Steele
Jane Wurster

Little Brown Bat ($50+)
Makenzie Brewer
Mary Hart
Stephanie Norton
Dustin Phelps
Stella Louise Shaffer
Andrew Shindeldecker
Mike and Becky Villar

Business, Club & Group 
Memberships 
Michigan Garden Clubs 

GIFTS BEYOND 
MEMBERSHIP 
Memorials
In memory of Dennis LeRoy Amm 
Rebecca Dickenson 

In memory of Quick Carlson
The Chancel Choir of 
Binkley Baptist Church

In memory of Steve Couchman
Kimber Abair and 
Tony Randles
Joseph Cislo
Kary Jo Couchman
Kevin Peter Keefe
Bill and Diane Loeffler 
and family
Kylie Taylor 

In memory of Marilyn Doolittle
James Patrick Bresnahan, Jr
Sharon Doolittle, DVM

In memory of Jack Harrison 
Cheri Branch

In memory of Klaus Hohertz
Amy and Kevin Hausman 

In memory of 
Joyce Rose (Taylor) Kline
Ralph Stafko
Erin Webb

In Memory of Paul Kline
Wendy Adams
Dune and Jill Batten
Carol and Larry Higgins
Cliff and Mary Lou Jepsen
Steve and Julie Kline
Harold Schmidt
Thomas and Tina Wenzel

In memory of Bill Kuilema
Kevin and Diane Bornhorst
Brewer Woods Association
Janice E. Brown
Ann E. Crawford
Sharon and Theodore Hughes
Sandra Kuilema
Amy Milliman
James and Barbara Minehart
Barbara J. Skinner
Richard and Mary Sutton
Marcia Watts
Ronald and Carolyn Wilson

In memory of 
Dr. Edward "Ted" Lean
Kathy Brittan
John and Erin Fink

In memory of  William F. Martin
Colleen Huysman
Karen Konow
Joanne Mary Wegiel

In memory of Hugh Mehaffie
Tom and Donna Lambert

In memory of Paul Olexia
Kristi and Stephen Chapman
Ilona Klemm
Lynn and Mike Steil
C. Glen Walter and 
Edite Balks Walter, M.D.
Gail Walter and Tom Nehil
Diane D. Worden

In memory of Eric Tooman
Penny Toburen

In memory of Marie J. Woolum
Pat Daniels
Aimee Daniel Goss
Anne Hampson
Adam Obersk

Honor Gifts
Kerry Hagy
In honor of Sarah Rydecki for 
birthday

Doree Hall
In honor of James Montgomery and 
April Telles

Laura Modic
Dedicated to Jessica Hagan for 
being an exceptional advocate 
for nature and one of the most 
dynamic presenters I’ve ever 
witnessed!

Mary Powell
To honor Mr. Fred W Bock 
on his 100th Birthday

Valorie K. Snyder, Elizabeth Barney, 
Michael Pioch, MacDesigns/Drake 
Elect, Nisha Ritchie, A.M. Smith, 
and Andy Findling
In honor of Julie Pioch’s retirement

Stewards of Kleinstuck
In honor of Mitch Lettow

Dr. Fred Tenover
In honor of the wedding 
anniversary of Coby and Jeff 
Chalmers, in recognition of their 
longstanding work in support of 
the greater Kalamazoo area.

Birdathon
Beverly and Charles Brown
Dan and Stacy Burton
David and Mary Lou Butkovich
Joe Byars
Mr. Andrew Campbell
Kristi and Stephen Chapman
Roark Consolatti
Sue Danielson and Roark Danielson
Robert De Beck
Dennis and Mary Frailing
Heather Green
Doug Grimm
Jessica Hagen
Larry and Noel Hayward
James R. Hewitt
Allan Hunt and Rochelle Habeck
John Jozef Kapenga
Renee Kivikko

Pamela and Lee Larson
Cheryl Lettow
Melissa Montague
Diann Morris
Mitchell Joseph Petz
Jan Shillito
Caitlin Thomas
Gail Walter and Tom Nehil
Dave and Joan Wendling
Neil Willson
Pat and Sherry Wykstra

In-Kind Donations
Keto Gyekis  
Drone photography

Additional Donations
Anonymous (2) 
AbbVie Inc.
Fernando J. Arias
Catherine and Don Augenstein
Maggie Coleman
Katrina Cribbins
Renee Cunnings
Monica Ann Evans
General Motors Corporation
Kate Gillis
Nick and Hanna Groos
Tom and Lisa Groos
Dr. James Guzinski
Charles and Pamela Hodgman
Linda Holden
Stephen Houts
Samuel York Lawrence
Jacqueline V. Mallinson
The Nulty Agency
Sam Spicer
Laura Strehlow and Walt Oberheu
Warner Norcross + Judd LLP

Grants
The Carls Foundation
Chiang Ploughman 
    Family Fund
PayPal Giving Fund

Matching Gifts
Benevity - The American
    Online Giving Foundation
Pfizer Foundation Matching
    Gifts Program
Stryker Corporation
Zoetis Matching Funds

Would you like to see your business save open space, care for nature, and connect people to the outdoors? 
Bring purpose and meaning to your organization or business by joining these generous community supporters.  

Call Kristy Brooks at 269-324-1600 x309 to learn how!

2024 Additional Gifts & Donations  CONTINUED

In-Kind Donations
Adam Austin 
(Rattlesnake Conservancy)
Provided surveys, staff training, and volunteer coordination to better 
document Eastern massasauga rattlesnake populations on SWMLC 
preserves.

Ashley Cole-Wick
Volunteering for Birdathon Team 

Keto Gyekis 
Drone photography

Mercer Advisors
Processing donation investments 

Bob O'Boyle
Worked with SWMLC and OCBA landscape architects to develop a vision 
for the growth of SWMLC's office and campus.

And many thanks to our numerous preserve stewards who help us 
care for our nature preserves across southwest Michigan. 

 If we have accidently omitted your name, or you find an error, we apologize. Please call Erin Decker at 269-324-1600 x308 so we can correct the mistake. Thank you.

Double Your Impact! Many corporations match contributions made to Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy. 
Are you an employee of – or retired from – a company with a matching gift program? Send your company form along with 

your gift and we’ll be happy to follow-up! Call Kristy Brooks at 269-324-1600 x309 or email her at kbrooks@swmlc.org.

Make a difference for nature every month! 
Set up a sustaining membership that will be automatically 
billed to your credit card and you will provide Southwest 
Michigan Land Conservancy with a stable source of 
support. You decide how much you want to contribute

and how often: monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or 
annually. It's easy: set up your account by using this 
QR code or by typing: www.swmlc.org/membership

These local sponsors helped bring nature to our community in 2024.
Thank you!

Niles
Garden
Club
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Hidden but Essential

Program Funds (includes land acquisition

Stewardship

Management & General

Fundraising

SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN LAND CONSERVANCY FINANCIALS, FISCAL 2024
It's because of you and many other individuals, businesses, and foundations that we are able to conserve wild 

and scenic places in southwest Michigan – and to do so as a fiscally efficient and healthy organization.

For all that you do to make this region a better place for both people and nature, 

we thank you.

and grant spending)

total expenses: $2,274,848

$1,852,098

$116,250

$266,242

$40,258

total revenue: $5,289,076

Contributions and Earnings with donor restrictions 

Contributions from Individuals (includes donated assets)

Net Assets released from restrictions 

Grant Funded Conservation Projects & Foundation Gifts

Gain on disposal of property and/or equipment 

Investments/interest

$2,550,458

$2,674,442

($417,014)

$30,186

$281,707

$169,297

(without restrictions)

50.56%

-7.88%

48.22%

revenue
0.57%

5.33% 3.20%

81.42%

11.70%

5.11%

expenses

1.77%

One of the least glamorous but most important tasks required of a non-profit land 
trust is completing the annual audit, a detailed and time-consuming report that verifies 
the accuracy of financial statements, prevents fraud, and demonstrates that business is 
being conducted ethically, professionally, and according to best practice. SWMLC must 
produce an audit report each year to be accredited by the Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission and because the IRS requires one (though this is NOT a disciplinary audit), 
but we would do it anyway because it shows our donors and stakeholders that we’re 
doing things the right way. With the help of other staff and outside auditing firms (big 
shout out to Lisa Melnik at Flegal and Melnik!), SWMLC Finance Director Kristy Brooks 
finished our clean 2024 audit report earlier this year without fanfare – and that’s 
the way she likes it. Laughing, she said, “If the 
financial department is invisible, that’s good, 
it means we’re doing our job!”

Concerned about the environment and looking for ways to help?
Start by becoming a SWMLC member, a true Force for Nature!

Membership support is at the heart of everything we 
do. By becoming a SWMLC member, you’re helping: 

•   increase our region’s climate resiliency 

•   restore healthy wildlife habitat 

•   ensure water quality 

•   support critical biodiversity 

•   connect people and nature, so everyone can enjoy 
     its benefits 

•   families conserve the land they love, which benefits
     the entire natural community 

SWMLC has been protecting nature 
and restoring habitats in Allegan, 
Barry, Berrien, Branch, Calhoun, Cass, 
Kalamazoo, St. Joseph, and Van Buren 
Counties since 1991. We’ve done a lot of 
good work, but there’s so much more we can do together to 
make immediate, important differences that will touch future 
generations of people and wildlife.

If you’re not yet a SWMLC member, please 
consider becoming one today! And if you 
already are one, please encourage your 
nature-loving friends and families to join!

Find out more at www.swmlc.org/membership
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Forever is an eternity. Long after all of us have passed on, the 
land we’ve conserved together will still be here: natural, wild, 
protected.

To keep our promise of forever, SWMLC must grow an 
endowment fund that will provide for us in perpetuity. 
Whether it’s taking care of the land we own or annual 
monitoring of conservation easements and preserves, we 
need to be able to pay for our legal conservation obligations 
forever.

We are on our way to developing an endowment capable 
of supporting operations long term – but there’s still quite 
a ways to go. Our goal is to grow our endowment funds to 
a level where they will produce the necessary funding that 
ensures the land we protect today will remain protected 
tomorrow.

You can help by making a contribution to the Sustain 
SWMLC Endowment Fund or the George Lauff Land & 
Stewardship Endowment Fund. Either way, your support is a 
gift that you are leaving for endless future generations.

Whatever the gift, we are immensely grateful for the 
foresight and commitment of those who give 
to further the cause of conservation 
even beyond their lifetimes.

 SWMLC Endowment Funds 
Together, we are protecting, restoring, and caring 
for vital natural lands and waters for current and 

future generations of people and wildlife.

To learn more about giving to SWMLC's endowment, please visit our website (www.swmlc.org/sustain-swmlc-fund)
or contact President and Executive Director Mike Larson at mlarson@swmlc.org or 269-324-1600 x307. 

Thank you.
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What's with all the QR codes?  We can just fit so much more on our website than between 
the covers of the newsletter! Find extra content quickly by focusing your smartphone's 
camera at the QR codes, then tapping the link that's offered. 

STAFF

Michael Larson
President and Executive Director

Lukas Bolton
Stewardship Technician

Kristy Brooks
Finance Director

Dave Brown
Stewardship Specialist

Emily Brown
Land Protection Specialist

Joel Campbell
Stewardship Technician

C. Miko Dargitz
Development Director 

Erin Decker
Database & Administrative 
Coordinator

Jessica Hagen
Outreach Coordinator

Amelia Hansen
Media Specialist &  
Newsletter Editor 

Collin Klute
Stewardship Technician

Tanner Klute
Stewardship Technician

Mitch Lettow
Conservation & Stewardship 
Director 

Cindy Mills
Conservation Easement 
Specialist

Kaleigh Winkler
Land Protection Director 

Crafted specially for Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy in support 
of nearby Portman Nature Preserve and its rich biodiversity.

CODY KRESTA
Vineyard & Winery

2024
White Wine

Thank you for 
you

Thank you for 
you

generous suppo
rt,

generous suppo
rt,

 Cody Kresta! Cody Kresta!

Support local artisan 
winemakers and local 
conservation by enjoying 
a delightful glass of 
wine in a peaceful 
atmosphere, created 
specially in support 
of SWMLC's Portman 
Nature Preserve by our 
good friends at Cody 
Kresta Vineyard and 
Winery.

Cody Kresta 
Vineyard & Winery
45727 27th St. 
Mattawan, MI 49071
(269) 668-3800
www.codykrestawinery.com

2024 
Portman’s 

Legacy Wine 
Has Been 
Released!

Thomas Groos
Chair

Susan Houseman
Vice-Chair

Amy Cherry 

Thom Coder

Daywi Cook

Nick Haddad

Natalie Jackson

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jennifer Kanine 

John Lewandowski

Amy O'Boyle

Michael Ortega

Michele Richards

Brian Napp
Treasurer

Dathan Lumpkins
Secretary


