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SWMLC protects nature in these Southwest Michigan counties:
Allegan + Barry * Berrien * Branch + Calhoun < Cass ° Kalamazoo « St.Joseph * Van Buren



Thank you!

I'm simply blown away by the level of support that you, our
friends and donors, showed to Southwest Michigan Land
Conservancy during last fall’s Force for Nature Campaign.

Your generosity is incredible, with a higher total amount raised
than we’ve ever seen before. We’re very grateful to be part of a
community where so many people share both our commitment
to our region’s environmental health and the optimistic belief
that by working together, we can make real, lasting impacts
that matter.

Your enthusiastic support has not only increased our resources
and capacity for taking on new projects and initiatives, it’s

also sparked renewed energy among board and staff. This
conservation road is never easy but, knowing you're walking
beside us, we're excited to see what we can accomplish. The
folks who started SWMLC 35 years ago must've felt something
similar.

In 1991, a group of people met in Portage to share their concerns
about new, rapid development that was destroying some of
southwest Michigan’s most unique and biodiverse habitats. But
they didn’t just meet to commiserate — they forged their worry
into action. They pooled their energy, talents, and professional
experience to figure it out, growing a real conservation
organization (SWMLC!) from the ground up, a true grassroots
effort.

Some of you were there. Others joined the cause soon after.

3
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Paw Paw River Preserve | Mitch Lettow

To everyone that was part of those early days, we can’t thank
you enough for everything you poured into this organization.
SWMLC wouldn'’t exist without you. You prepared fertile
ground, planted seeds, tended them, and grew the seedling
organization that sprouted into a sturdy young tree. Now, 35
years later, it's our honor and responsibility to make sure that
sapling continues to mature into a strong, resilient tree that
can weather anything that comes its way.

The positive response we received to the Force for Nature
campaign tells me that people in this corner of the planet

still care deeply about the natural world — and they see this
organization as one that is capable of achieving the important
goals we all share: protecting more land; stewarding and
restoring habitat, water, and biodiversity; and preserving

and improving everyone’s access to nature. Because an
understanding of this is both humbling and inspiring, we
continue our work to secure financial sustainability that will
take us far into the future.

We will always need and be grateful for your financial
support, that will never change. But 'm encouraged that our
shared passion for the land and water of southwest Michigan
is so thoroughly baked in that we can’t help but pass it on to
our kids and grandkids, so there will always be someone who
cares enough to pick up the tools and carry the work forward,
just as we’re doing now for those who came before.

Thank you!

Mike Larson, SWMLC President and Executive Director + mlarson@swmlc.org *+ 269-324-1600 x307
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Meet our newest staff members, Alice & Abbie!
Great to have you both on board!

Alice Dykstra

Say hello to Alice Dykstra, Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator! Alice grew up far
away from Southwest Michigan in Philadelphia, PA. While studying environmental
science at Temple University, she had the opportunity to do research on the rare Regal
Fritillary butterfly. Learning about the butterfly and its complex relationship with its
host plant sparked a love of ecology for Alice. In 2019, she moved to Michigan to begin
her PhD at the Kellogg Biological Station. Bike rides through bucolic Barry County,
berry picking in South Haven, and camping trips along Lake Michigan’s dunes
quickly cemented a love of southwest Michigan for her. While in graduate school,
Alice developed a passion for inspiring people towards conservation action through
outreach. She looks forward to facilitating connections between SWMLC'’s many
supporters and special places in her role. In her free time, Alice loves spending time
with her husband and son, all things fiber arts, and a handful of outdoor hobbies.

Abbie Bristol

Please help us welcome Abbie Bristol, Stewardship Specialist! Although Abbie grew
up in different states all around the country, she has always called Michigan home.
Her time studying Biology at Western Michigan University sparked her passion for
Michigan’s flora and natural communities. By the end of college, her mission was

to be a positive force for biodiversity. She began her career as an invasive species
specialist in Southwest Michigan, learning the nuances of finding and managing
invasive species. She pulls from this knowledge, her passion for Michigan’s flora, and
local community knowledge to write stewardship plans for SWMLC preserves. Abbie
lives in Kalamazoo with her husband and cat, and spends her time learning more
about the natural world through a good book or a hike in the woods.

Congratulations, Dave!

Dave Brown, SWMLC Stewardship and Fire Manager, recently became a Certified
Prescribed Burn Manager in the state of Michigan, along with seventeen other
people from around the state. Achieving this certification involved completing
extensive coursework and field training, submitting an experience log, and passing
a state-level peer review. Having someone on staff with this higher level of training
and competence is an incremental step toward building our fire program so we can
conduct more prescribed burns “in-house” on our preserves that have fire-starved
habitats, adding to SWMLC's capacity to steward the land we protect. Thanks to
Michigan DNR and Michigan Prescribed Fire Council (psst! Dave is soon to be be
MPEFC Chair!) for advocating for this training for the past 20 years and special shout-
out to GraceAnna Cooper, DNR Prescribed Fire Specialist, who administers the
certification program.

Learn more about Michigan Prescribed Fire Council
on their website: www.firecouncil.org

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy ¢ 8395 East Main St., Galesburg, M1 49053 -«
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Bailey Nature Preserve

We're excited to announce that the conservation
easement that protects the natural features of this
new public park has just been completed!

Since 2022, SWMLC has worked with Barry County Parks, the City of Battle Creek,
the Bailey Family, Barry Community Foundation, and Barry Conservation District to
permanently protect 160-acre Bailey Nature Preserve and make it publicly accessible.

David and Eleanor Bailey donated the property to the City of Battle Creek in 1999,
envisioning a beautiful place for people to connect with nature. In 2024, ownership was

transferred to Barry County Parks and though David and Eleanor have both passed on,

2 ‘- - ] their dream become reality when the beloved property on Metcalf Lake was opened to
|—' L the public in 2025. Now, the recently completed conservation easement fulfills the Bailey
" BAILEY | e Family's wishes and protects the preserve’s natural features forever.
; ﬁ NATURE

SWMLC is honored to be part of this collaborative community
effort. When we bring strong conservation partners together,
everybody wins!

b : ‘_

PRESERVE |
Find the full story on our website: www.swmlc.org/bailey-nature-preserve

Motus Tower Coming to Wau-Ke-Na

What's it like to be a songbird and feel the overwhelming need to leave the
only home you've ever known, hurtle your small body through space powered
by your wings and a lucky tailwind toward an unknown destination, guided
only by the stars and maybe ancestral memory?

Last fall, Rich Keith and John Brenneman of Kalamazoo Valley Bird Observatory began
installing a Motus receiver at SWMLC’s Wau-Ke-Na, William Erby Smith Preserve South
Tract (WKNA-S) and though the powerful research tool can't tell us what migrating
animals think or feel - it will provide lots of other important info!

Motus is a collaborative, international research project that studies the movement and
behavior of birds, bats, and insects. Receivers pick up radio signals emitted by tiny
tracking devices attached to these animals, detectable from as far as 12 miles away. The
collected data goes to a non-profit conservation organization called Birds Canada, where
it’s made available to anyone who wants to know more about migrating animals and the
impacts they experience on their journeys.

Globally, Motus stations have been installed in 34 countries. Locally, Edward Lowe
Foundation, Fort Custer Recreation Area, John Ball Zoo, Kalamazoo Nature Center, Sarett
Nature Center, and others have Motus receivers — but there’s a need for more along the
Lake Michigan shore, an important migration route where WKNA-S is located.

Rich and John will return in time for spring migration to add more tower sections and
install the receiver. The info it provides will help us better understand how WKNA-S
serves both migrant and resident birds and help guide future habitat

restoration — while adding valuable data to the Motus community!

This project is funded by a generous gift made many years ago by
the late William Erby Smith, who donated the two Wau-Ke-Na
properties to SWMLC.

Richard Keith

4 Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy  * Protecting Nature . Spring2026: Vol.35, No.1

HANK YOU!?

A heartfelt THANK YOU to our supporters!

Because of your generosity, our community didn't just
meet the fall matching challenge, you surpassed it!

Between October and mid-January, you helped raise more for
Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy than in any year before, which goes
a long way toward helping us reach our fundraising goals for the year.

While our 2025 Force for Nature membership campaign has come to a close,
our work and our need for support continues year round.
Your memberships and ongoing gifts throughout the spring, summer, and fall

fund the daily stewardship, land protection, and outreach that make this mission possible!
This level of response tells us that you believe in this work,
and because of you, we can do more than we ever imagined.
We are deeply grateful.
From the bottom of our hearts: THANK YOU!

A complete list of donors will appear in the
Summer 2026 issue of Protecting Nature.

Please watch the video thank you created by SWMLC staff!
www.youtube.com/@southwestmichiganlandconse4606

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy + 8395 East Main St., Galesburg, M1 49053 « 269-324-1600 + www.swmlc.org



LAND PROTECTION SUMMARY

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS

Patricia Huberty Conservation Easement

151 acres ¢ Van Buren County

Guzinski Conservation Easement

69 acres ¢ Kalamazoo County

Twilight Conservation Easement

4] acres * Van Buren County

Bailey Nature Preserve (onservation Easement
157 acres « Barry County

Lawrencia Farms Conservation £asement

20 acres * Kalamazoo County

Charles Hood Conservation Easement

63 acres * Van Buren County

PRESERVES

Includes additions to existing preserves

Orchard Road Bog

82.5 acres * Barry County
Craven Addition to Carter Lake Preserve

61 acres ¢ Barry County
Robertson Addition to
Bow in the Clouds Preserve

12.6 acres * Kalamazoo County

Waldeinsamkeit Preserve

168 acres * Cass County

TEN PROPERTIES PROTECTED IN 2025!

THANK YOU to our Conservation Easement and Preserve Monitoring
Volunteers and Land Protection Team Volunteers for the many hours and hard
work you put in last year — we couldn't do it without you!!

Thanks to our supporters, SWMLC has now
protected 20,418 acres! Here's a snapshot:

PROTECTED ACRES BY COUNTY

Kalamazoo

3,128.99 acres
15% St. Joseph

869.8 acres
4%

Cass

1,887.44 acres
9%
Van Buren
3,048.47 acres

15%
Calhoun 5%

2,093.25 acres
10%

| Allegan
{ 1,107.4 acres
6%

Branch
38.6 acres
<1%

Berrien 9
1,871.24 acres
9%
Barry
6,432.86 acres
32%

PROTECTED ACRES BY TYPE

Refuge Preserves with Limited Public Access
3,746 acres
18%

Conservation
Partnerships
1,645 acres
8%

Public Nature Preserves
1,659 acres
8%

Conservation Easements
13,428 acres
66%

LAWRENCIA FARMS

CONSERVATION EASEMENT

“Don’t wait to do something
to make a better world.”

A historic red barn with a field stone foundation stands
just off the highway north of Richland. It’s pretty as a
painting and distinguished by a sign mounted high on
its wall that reads “Lawrencia Farms.” There’s a small
woodlot next to the barn where bur oaks and hickories
drop hints about the savanna habitat that was here
long before this area became known to settlers in the
1830’s for its rich agricultural soils, clear waters, and oak
openings. Surrounded on three sides by the protected
478-acre Boudeman Family Conservation Easement,

it only made sense to conserve this 20-acre parcel, too.
So Woody Boudeman purchased it, then generously
donated the development rights to SWMLC to make
sure it will be looked after.

This fast-growing area near Gull Lake has seen rapid
growth in recent years. New neighborhoods and an
expanding business corridor have raised the demand

for land and water resources, and plans for large-scale
gravel mining and solar fields have been discussed. All
these types of human endeavor increase potential threats
to water quality from chemical and runoff pollution, and
put pressure on remaining wildlife habitat.

But, moving quietly behind the scenes, the Boudeman
Family have worked with SWMLC for over 20 years

to preserve the rural character and beauty of the Gull
Lake area, protecting more than 1,200 acres of forests,
wetlands, streams, and farmland through conservation
easements. Their conservation spirit benefits both
wildlife and the human community, and one can see
their handiwork in action when driving through the
colorful tunnel of autumn trees on East BC Avenue, a
tranquil gift to a busy world.

Woody is one of SWMLC'’s founding board members
and is famous for the words, “Don’t wait to do something
to make a better world.” Those words ring louder now
than ever.

.

&r

=1
_E. E Read the stories behind these projects in this issue
or past issues of Protecting Nature, or by visiting our

website’s News page: www.swmlc.org/news

Man7 thanks fo Wood7 and
the entirve Bovdeman Fam//7/
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Kaleigh Winkler
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“I'm véry grateful for how fhlir'llg: .
and want to pay it back in some small way.”

el ~ Jim Hood

We're all sandwiched between the consequences of our
ancestors’ actions and the effects our present-day decisions
will make on people of the future. If we're lucky, our elders
made such wise choices that we can look back with gratitude,
then pass that right-action on to those who follow us. Jim
Hood felt so fortunate that he wanted to pay it forward by
creating the Charles Hood Conservation Easement (CE) on
land his grandfather purchased back in 1915, ensuring that the
property’s natural features will be protected forever.

Jim’s grandfather Charles Hood arrived in the United States
from Norfolk, England, as a young man in the 1880’s. Charles
dreamed of farming his own land, a goal he kept alive while
living and working on other people’s farms around Decatur,
Michigan. He saved his wages and grew his nest egg by
selling produce in town, making smart trades, and sacrificing
personal comfort, living with holes in his socks and (later)
foregoing the expense of indoor plumbing. By middle age, he
had acquired lots of land — including the 63 acres that Jim and
his wife Mary recently protected.

Charles planted apple orchards, vineyards, and a large field

of navy beans on the property’s uplands using only draft
horses. His son, Max (Jim’s dad) continued working the fruit
farm until the late 1980’s and, today, those former orchards
are transforming themselves into second-growth forest. The

beech-maple woodland in the hilly west section where Charles

cut timber for market over a century ago continues to flourish
with native spring wildflowers like may apple, bloodroot,

and trillium. And a ridge of tall hickories still runs along the
western side of the property, justas it did back in Charles’ day.

When Jim Hood came back to the farm in the early 1970’s,

he began cultivating and selling cut flowers, an endeavor

that supplemented his job teaching college-level philosophy
in the Kalamazoo area. Later, he sold the business to one

of his employees, who renamed it Viavi Flower Farm. Viavi
continues to lease several acres for growing market and
wedding bouquets, an activity that is allowed under the CE
agreement that Jim and Mary created together with SWMLC’s
Land Protection staff.

Charles was famously hard-working, but even he took timeout
to fish the small, deep lake at the back of the property!
Buffered by 15 acres of buttonbush swamp and marshland,

the Charles Hood CE includes 1,342 feet of shoreline on
glacial Popendick Lake, which is still privately owned more
than a century later. The property was noted for being a ‘high
quality parcel’ within an area recognized as a critical priority
for protection in the 2020 Paw Paw River Watershed Strategic
Conservation Plan. SWMLC has focused on this watershed for
many years and protecting the Hood property was so crucial
that a “319” Grant from Michigan Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy helped fund its conservation. The
Hoods made that possible by generously offering to sell their
land’s development rights at a discounted price.

“Jim and Mary were an absolute pleasure to work with,”
said Kaleigh Winkler, SWMLC Land Protection Director.
“Their patience and steadfast dedication to conserving the
Hood family legacy allowed us to successfully complete the

Ka%,éigh Winkle

Completion of the Charles Hood CE puts the final touches on a
Nonpoint Source Program “319" Grant project in the Paw Paw River
Watershed that also included the Twilight CE. Jim and Mary Hood
and Richard Minter (owner of Twilight CE) offered their properties’
development rights to SWMLC at deep discounts, which enabled

Nonpoint Source Program Grant awarded by EGLE to protect
high priority parcels in the Paw Paw River Watershed. EGLE's
Nonpoint Source Program has been critically important to the
protection of over 2,017 acres of the highest priority riparian
areas throughout our service area.”

Developers have contacted the Hoods about selling their
beloved property, but they feel a sense of stewardship toward
the land that Jim’s family has taken care of for more than a
century. “I've been very fortunate in my life,” Jim said humbly.
“I was given considerable equity to work with and, without
my father’s and grandfather’s values, this wouldn’t be. I'm very
grateful for how things worked out and want to pay it back in
some small way.”

Thank. you, Jim ¢ Mary!

NORTH BRANCH PAW PAW RIVER CONSERVATION

us to provide $185,200 match to the $137,700 awarded by EGLE.
By protecting the natural features of these two properties,

a science-based calculation estimates that 7 tons of sediment,
27 pounds of phosphorus, and 301 pounds of nitrogen have been
prevented from entering the watershed.
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A conservation easement (CE) is a
permanent, voluntary legal agreement
between a landowner and a land trust.
Landowners continue to own their
properties until they decide to sell or leave
them to others, but the terms (which vary
and are unique to every property) that

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy -

conserve the land’s natural features by
restricting development are passed on with
the deed and protected by the easement
holder, SWMLC. With this, landowners have
the peace of mind of knowing that their
beloved land will be protected forever, no
matter who owns it in the future.

Protecting Nature

PLEASE NOTE:

Even though this property is protected

by SWMLC, it remains private land and is
not open to the public. Please respect the
landowners’ privacy and do not attempt to
visit. Thank you!
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Have you ever spent time in nature all by yourself and felt a
‘mysterious something’? You may need to set the mood ...

no earbuds, podcasts, or music. No phone, no conversation.
That's when you tune into a new world: the sound of bickering
squirrels, tapping woodpeckers, wind softly roaring in the
treetops, your feet crunching through leaves, the pulse of
your own blood. Colors become more vivid. Scents demand
attention. Away from human-made stuff, the mystery becomes
apparent ... a strange natural essence that’s grounding and
somehow familiar. An ancient voice calls and it’s your soul that
answers. This important unnamed thing is always there, you
just need to quiet the busyness to sense it.

There’s no word for this mysterious natural spirit in English.
But in German, it’s waldeinsamkeit (pronounced “valt-ain-zahm-
kite”), a beautiful word that’s difficult for most Americans to
pronounce but which translates into “solitude of the forest” or
even better, “forest loneliness.” Knowing what waldeinsamkeit
means, one understands why Lisa Miller chose it for the name
of the huge property she has so generously gifted to SWMLC to
protect forever.

The oddly shaped 168-acre property is nestled between three
Cass County lakes (Saddlebag, Finch, and Fish) and contains a
126-acre wetlands buffet that includes cattail marsh, sun-loving
sedge meadow, hardwood swamp (with definite Up- North
vibes), and several patches of fen. This array features special
wetland plants like tamaracks, old-growth poison sumac,

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy
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manoomin (wild rice, in the Indigenous Anishinaabemowin
languages), orchids, pitcher plant, and a variety of sedges. The
uplands feature pockets of old-growth beech-maple forest
and oak-hickory woods, with magnificent ferns and lots of
Pennsylvania sedge at ground level.

Like so many of us, Lisa’s love for the natural world traces back
to her childhood, living proof of the need to get kids out into
nature. Growing up in South Bend, Indiana, her family spent
summers at their farm near Jones, Michigan, where she and
her siblings got to do fun country-kid stuff like ride horses,
fish, and spend the whole day outdoors. It was this idyll that
Lisa had in mind when she moved back to Indiana in 2020 to
her father’s seven-acre property outside South Bend, a woodsy
piece of paradise with a creek running through it. She thought
it would be her forever home.

But within just a few years, Lisa was horrified to watch the
two-lane road out front widen into five lanes — with a stoplight
at the foot of the driveway. Businesses promptly popped up and
the accompanying traffic noise and lights threw shade onto her
memories of working on the property with her dad. “It was a
gorgeous piece of nature until it wasn’t,” she said sadly. “Land is
a precious commodity, and once it’s developed, everyone loses.”

Like all of us, Lisa has seen rich natural landscapes ‘developed’
into sterile, hard-paved humanscapes everywhere she’s lived.
But this time, the loss launched her on a mission to find a piece

Protecting Nature - sSpring2026: Vol. 35 No. 1

Mitch Lettow

of property she could save, where nature could thrive and be
protected from any future development. She contacted a realtor
who began to look for potential properties.

The first time Lisa walked the old logging trails on the parcel
that would later become Waldeinsamkeit she knew it was what
she was looking for. It was so big she got lost a few times at first
and wondered about bears (which had been sighted by area
residents in recent years). She rejoiced when she found beaver
signs and acquired a pontoon boat so she could explore from
the water. The place became her sanctuary, a peaceful haven
to walk with her dogs while “breathing in the trees and leaves,
listening to the sandhill cranes, woodpeckers, and turkeys. I
could just be alone in nature in a spiritual way, the epitome of
the word waldeinsamkeit.”

Waldeinsambkeit (the property) is exceptional from a strategic
conservation perspective, too. Situated as it is, it protects a
whopping 1.86 miles of shoreline on lakes that make up the
headwaters of Dowagiac Creek, the very stream that flows
through SWMLC’s LaGrange Valley Wetlands to the south.
According to Nature’s Network, SWMLC’s 2020 Climate
Resilience Strategic Conservation Plan, Waldeinsamkeit is
crucially positioned within the Glacial Lakes Corridor, which
connects the Paw Paw River Headwaters Hub with the Jones
Conservation Area Hub. It’s a prime area of focus where land
cover and usage have seen little change when compared to
other parts of southwest Michigan.

b Al % U% . L b - 2
eeaveryshort video tour ofWaldeinsamkeit ,
W|th our staff on SWM LC's YouTube channel
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- www.youtube.coni/
@southwestmlchlga'nIandconse4606

“I could hear the passion in her voice when Lisa first reached
out to SWMLC in spring of 2023,” reflected Kaleigh Winkler,
SWMLC Land Protection Director. “This was such a rewarding
project to be part of and I'm so grateful for conservation
champions like Lisa who are keeping nature’s best interest at
heart.”

When asked why she made the generous decision to gift her
land to SWMLGC, Lisa reflected, “I'm so lucky to have had a
place to wander as a kid and I feel like this is the one thing I
can do to pay it forward. It feels really good knowing the plants
and wildlife will flourish with this decision and I wanted to
turn it over to a group that would also love and care for it.”

Thank Yo, for yovr gcnaroug
conservation §PIVI+ Ligal

Courtesy of Lisa Miller
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SWMILC has been
w2 Awarded a “319” Grant
2 for Projects in the
ol Cedar Creek Watershed

Turns out,
there’s an

App

for

That!

Kaleigh Winkler Courtr:es'y of Pierce Cedar Creek Institute

The funding from this large grant will enable us to work in
partnership with our friends at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute
and a private landowner to create conservation easements that
will protect stream frontage, lakeshore, and uplands in Barry
County’s beautiful Cedar Creek Watershed (CCW). Many
thanks to Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes,
and Energy (MDEQ) for awarding us this grant funding!

But like any modern watershed, the CCW also faces threats
from lawn chemicals, farm runoff, leaky septic systems, and
parking lots. It's important that we protect the land within the
watershed so it can act as a buffer to keeps these toxins from
entering waterways.

“319” grants (officially called MDEQ NonPoint Source Program

It may look like SWMLC's Stewardship Crew and
Volunteers are out in the field just loppin’ and
choppin’ invasive plants, but there's actually a whole
lot of planning and science behind habitat restoration.

Turns out, there's an app for that!

SWMLC stewardship staff use a software application called

“I especially like that the software allows us to see where we're
currently working as well as where work has already been
completed,” remarked volunteer Dan. Volunteer Carol quipped,
“I liked that if you drive away while Landscape is still on, you
can use the ‘split line feature’ to delete the part where you drove
off to the nearest pub . .. okay, maybe that wasn't exactly how
Collin said it!”

Implementation Grants) use both state (Clean Michigan
Initiative) and federal (EPA under Section 319 of the Clean
Water Act) funding to protect high quality waters from

Landscape to record work locations, tools and methods used,

Cladtae e clbggomanin 1By Cadlue Lol e Dieli o, il llow plant species found, and what was accomplished. These details

18 wiggly miles before joining the Thornapple River southwest
of Hastings. Because this area is mostly rural and hasn’t seen
much development, there are many unspoiled wetlands

“Collin gave us custom illustrated documentation of how WE

and more help with planning, assessing past treatments, and should use Landscape so we can accurately and effectively

“nonpoint source pollution.” This contamination comes from
so many different things it’s hard to track. .. but researchers
know when water has been affected by it when they find

making sure work isn’t duplicated record the areas we’ve worked and alert them to any issues

THEY need to react to,” said volunteer Virginia.

and clean streams in the CCW. That’s important, because it But something was missing: the Weekly Stewardship

But using the same app does more than keep everyone on

the same page; it folds volunteers into the bigger picture of
SWMLC'’s habitat restoration work. Collin expressed it well,
“How are you connected to SWMLC if not through the people?”

supplies resources for drinking, farm irrigation, and high- higher silt levels; fewer varieties of plants, invertebrates, Volunteers weren't looped in! These smart, dedicated

quality wildlife habitat — uses where clean water is essential. people contribute crucial restoration work that needs to be

and fish; too-warm water temperatures; and when analysis
coordinated with staff efforts. So Stewardship Coordinator
Collin Klute recently conducted a workshop to show them

how to create map polygons, drop geotags,

reveals nasty stuff like excess nitrogen, phosphate, and E.coli
(aka poop bacteria). SWMLC has previously managed nine
nonpoint source land protection projects with EGLE funding,
including those in the Augusta Creek, Black River, Glass Creek,
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Agreed! At SWMLC, we’re incredibly glad to be connected to
J— all the stewardship volunteers and grateful for the gifts of time,
curiosity, and sweat equity they bring to caring for these lands!

and sync their visits while in the field.

and Paw Paw River Watersheds.

Stay tuned — work on these new projects will begin soon!
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Some of the Grant's Objectives

Permanently protect 149 acres of priority, natural lands that include:

o 3,395 feet of stream frontage on Cedar Creek and
Cedar Creek tributaries

Photo, David Riggs

Volunteering for SWMLC isn't an exclusive club - please join us! Watch our social media accounts for each
The Weekly Stewardship Volunteers are excited when new people  week'’s times and locations, or visit our website:
show up - and gladly show newbies the ropes. www.swmlc.org/weekly-outdoor-stewardship

o 325 feet of naturally vegetated shoreline on Wall Lake

i ¢ :
Cedar Creek Watershed

Map courtesy of Pierce Cedar Creek Insitute

o 105 acres of significant wetlands and 44 acres of adjacent uplands
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Donations ° October1, 2025 - January 31, 2026

The following contributions were made by those who want to be sure there will still be
healthy natural places for future generations of people and wildlife. We're very grateful
to you . .. your financial support is crucial to our work and we couldn't do it without you!

WELCOME TO
NEW MEMBERS!

A complete list of
members will appear in
the Summer 2026 issue of
Protecting Nature.

Mitchell's Satyr
Butterfly
($1000+)

Dana Listing

Gail McLaughlin
Richard Rabbers

Eastern Massasauga
Rattlesnake
($500+)

Tricia Marks

Timothy and Tara Streit

Cerulean Warbler
($250+)

Stephen Moore ||

Mary Spradling

Spotted Turtle
($100+)

Eric Lee Alexander
Martin Allen

John Anderson

Erica Bradshaw and
Emily Betros

Mrs. Marilyn Clark

Susan and Fred Einspahr
Stephen Ferguson

Jim Fish

Paul F. Guthrie

Dr. Mark R. Holland
William Hoyer

Will Perry Keller

Steven and
Mary Knickerbocker

Carol Lonergan
Doug Morris

Rick Painton

Jon T. Pavlak
Debbie Perkins

Erik Peterson

Han Triezenberg
Charles Wolgamood

Little Brown Bat
($50+)
Anonymous
Lawrence Bancroft
Dr. David William Bauer
Robert Burns
Kathleen Clancy
Logan Dolfman
Mason Dolfman
Madonna Froelich
Diana Hart

Joseph Hulsebus
Cindy L. Kaczmarczyk
Anne Klimek
Genevieve Logan
Bailey North

Colin O'Brien

Lon C. Reinbold

Dr. Candace Ross
Barbara Sagara

Pam Tibbitts

Leslie Vaughn

Adam Willis

Gift Memberships
Patricia Geisler
from Katherine Geisler

Travis and Sarah Simmons

from Bruce and
Jean Williams

Business
Memberships

Breakwater Capital

GIFTS BEYOND
MEMBERSHIP

Memorials

In memory of
Colleen Bieber

The Bieber Family

In Memory of Star Burkhart
Susanne Haislet

In memory of Marilyn Case
Dean Maggos

In Memory of
Barbara Gelehrter

David and Maureen Ginsburg

In Memory of Michael Glazer

Friends at the National
Wildlife Health Center

Mary E. Marsden

Fouad Senni

Pam Siragusa

Linda Varvel

In Memory of Lee Larson,
My #1 Volunteer
Pamela Larson

In Memory of Paul Olexia
Dr. and Mrs. John Dircks

In Memory of Beth Shirley
Dan and Linda Derfiny

In Memory of

William Van Dis

Susan, Andrew,

Daniel Van Dis and Family

In Memory of Bessie
Woolner and Bessie Mueller
Alan Mueller

Honor Gifts

In honor of the multitude
of memories that this land
holds for our family.
Suzanne Stevens Aaron

In honor of Woody
Boudeman for Christmas
Bud and Judi Baldwin

In honor of Elizabeth Clem
Sandra and Fred Linabury

In honor of Kalman and
Becky Csia
Barbara Walters

In honor of Rob and
Julia DelSignore
Bruce and Jean Williams

In honor of Carol Harris
The Beiber Family

In honor of my father for
Christmas, Ken Kirton

Pam Hjelmquist

In honor of Vaughn
Maatman in gratitude for
his neighborly service to our
household.

Alexander and Anne Lipsey

In honor of Charlotte Mittler
Katya and Steven Hokanson

In honor of James and April
Montgomery and Telles
Doree Hall

In honor of Robin and
Nancy H. Nott
Bennett Nott

In honor of Robert O'Boyle's
90th birthday. Hope there
are many more!

Brian and Katy O'Boyle

In honor of Betty Lee Ongley
on her 100th Birthday
Aedin N. Clements

Nancy and Ron Crowell
Connie and Steve Ferguson
Lisa Ongley Gardner
Michael Graham
Judith H. Halseth EdD
Paula Jamison
Jack and Nanette Keiser
Deb and Mike Killarney
Cara Lieurance
Helen Magas
Regena and Eric Nelson
Leena Ongley
David Ostrem and

Andrea Stork
Donald and Ann Parfet
Lisa Salay and Chris Roussi
Chad and Patty Schuring
Laurie Young

In-Kind Donations
Ed Austin

Snow plowing at
Portman Nature Preserve

Mercer Advisors
Processing stock donations

Cindy Ortega
Technical Review

Richland Meat Center

(Jim and Kristina
Nieuwunhuis)

Discount on deer processing
for meat donations

Jordan Semark

(aka Mr. Wolf Tree)

Snow plowing at Wolf Tree
Nature Trails

Emily Wilke
Assistance to Land
Protection Department

Additional Donations
The Awaken Fund

Catherine and
Don Augenstein

Charles and Jan Benner
Rose Bundy
Nick and Cathy Carter

John R. and
Barbara A. Chenault

Kalman and Becky Csia
Teresa Cunningham

James and Mary Hood

James and Jody Jackson
Andrew and Patricia Johnson
Sandra Kuhn

Dr. and Mrs.
A. Gregory Laurell

The Lawrence and Sylvia
Wong Foundation

Jim and Paula Marcoux
David Moe
Tom and Linda Powell

United Way of
South Central Michigan

Dave and Janice Varney

C. Glen Walter and
Edite Balks Walter, MD

Jack Wykoff

Grants
Briarwood Farm Foundation

Evergreene Foundation

The Kalousdian-Lawrence
Family Fund at The Chicago
Community Foundation

William T. and
Frances Little Foundation

Matching Gifts

Consumer's Credit Union

Pfizer Foundation Matching
Gifts Program

RTX Corporation
Stryker Corporation

If we have accidently omitted your name, or you find an error, we apologize! Please call Erin Decker at 269-324-1600 x308 so we can correct the mistake.
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“Welcome to Southwest
Michigan Land Conservancy's

new video highlight series.” |

but naive observations about nature) has been watched 78,209
times — and 94% of those viewers are not ‘followers’ of SWMLC's
accounts, which means more people are becoming aware of us.
Though only a fraction of those watchers will ever
become supporters, it's still great exposure for
SWMLC and a fun way to deepen our community
connections!

Having an active social media presence is important for non-
profit organizations like SWMLC. Social media is perfect

for raising our visibility, amplifying our mission, promoting
fundraising efforts, recruiting volunteers, and a powerful stage
from which to tell stories. Lately, Stewardship Coordinator Collin
Klute and Stewardship Technician Lukas Bolton have been
crushing it with the funny, informative videos they've created
about the work they do to restore habitats and ecological health
at our preserves.

Even if you're not on social media, you can still watch
Collin and Lukas' videos on SWMLC's YouTube channel:

www.youtube.com/
@southwestmichiganlandconse4606

You Tube

People love them! In just over one month, their most successful
video (where Collin repeatedly squelches Lukas’ enthusiastic

Make a Big Impact with Your Spare Change!

We're excited to partner with Consumers Credit Union

(€@ consumers

credit union

through their Round Up for Impact program!

If you're a Consumers member, you can now round up your
debit card purchases to the nearest dollar and donate the
spare change to Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy.

Learn more and enroll through your Consumers Online
Banking account today! If you aren't yet a member, you can
join online in minutes. www.consumerscu.org/round-up

It's an easy, automatic way to support our mission — one purchase at a time!

Double Your Impact! Many corporations match contributions made to Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy.

Are you an employee of - or retired from — a company with a matching gift program? Send your company form along with
your gift and we'll be happy to follow-up! Call Kristy Brooks at 269-324-1600 x309 or email her at kbrooks@swmlc.org.

Make a difference for nature every month!

Set up a sustaining membership that will be automatically
billed to your credit card and you will provide Southwest
Michigan Land Conservancy with a stable source of
support. You decide how much you want to contribute

and how often: monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or
annually. It's easy: set up your account by using this
QR code or by typing: www.swmlc.org/membership
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thomas Groos Thomas Georgoff
Chair

Nick Haddad
Susan Houseman
Vice-Chair Natalie Jackson
Brian Napp Jennifer Kanine
Treasurer

John Lewandowski
Dathan Lumpkins

Secretary Amy O'Boyle
Amy Cherry Michael Ortega
Thom Coder Michele Richards
Daywi Cook

STAFF

Michael Larson
President and Executive Director

Lukas Bolton
Stewardship Technician

Abbie Bristol
Stewardship Specialist

Kristy Brooks
Finance Director

Dave Brown
Stewardship and Fire Manager

Emily Brown
Land Protection Specialist

C. Miko Dargitz
Development Director

Erin Decker
Database and Administrative
Coordinator

Alice Dykstra
Outreach and Volunteer Coordinator

Amelia Hansen
Media Specialist and Newsletter Editor

Collin Klute
Stewardship Coordinator

Mitch Lettow
Conservation and Stewardship Director

Cindy Mills
Conservation Easement Specialist

Kaleigh Winkler
Land Protection Director
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“()OLUNTEER STEWARDSHIP
“//WEEKDAY WORKDAYS

It's spring! What a great time to soak up the season with like-minded folk
while helping habitats recover and prosper. Please join us! No special tools,
strengths, or skills needed - just enthusiasm! No commitments either-. ..
come when you can or feel like it, you will always be welcome!

Want to give it a try? Check our website for weekly updates:
www.swmlc.org/weekly-outdoor-stewardship

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation. Our mission is to conserve ecologically important
and scenic landscapes that give our region its natural character — now and for generations to come.

All programs and services are provided on a nondiscriminatory basis. Federal EIN 38-3038708
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