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Michele Van Allen has worked on environmental consulting projects
in Washington DC, and Michigan, focused on groundwater
protection. When her children were young she switched gears

to work in schools as a reading tutor. Growing that passion she
completed a Masters of Early Childhood education and had
taught at Nature's Way Preschool in Kalamazoo for the past 8
years combining her love of working with young children with
environmental and outdoor education. Michele is married to Erik;
they live in Kalamazoo and are parents of two grown daughters
living on opposite coasts. Her hobbies include trying to tame

her native garden and quilting. Her specific interests at SWMLC
include community involvement and family outreach programs,
and the preserves in the South Haven/VanBuren and Allegan
county areas.

Thomas Georgoff is the retired Chief Financial Officer for Miller-
Davis Company, a 100-year-old full-service construction company
headquartered in Kalamazoo. In that role, he was responsible
for the overall financial management of the company, including
contract review and negotiation as well as strategic planning.
Currently, Tom is a member of the Board of Directors of Miller-
Davis Company and a director emeritus of Southwest Michigan
First, a regional economic development firm. Tom has been
interested in land conservation and stewardship for over 30
years, and previously served on SWMLC's board for two terms
from 2016-2022. After taking time away, as is required in our
organization’s by-laws, Tom is once again eligible to serve and
is happy to be able to share his experience and knowledge as a
Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy board member.
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